
Should	the	cost	of	going	to	university	put	me	
off?		
In	my	opinion,	it	shouldn’t.	It	is	expensive,	but	if	
you	know	it	is	going	to	get	you	to	where	you	want	
to	be,	then	it	is	the	right	decision	for	you.	On	
average,	graduates	tend	to	make	over	£100,000	
more	in	their	working	life	than	non-graduates.	
Obviously,	in	some	professions	you	will	make	
considerably	more	than	that.	Student	finance	is	
designed	in	such	a	way	that	repaying	the	debt	is	
not	as	daunDng	as	it	first	seems.	Graduates	will	
not	begin	to	repay	their	loans	unDl	they	earn	
more	than	£21,000	per	year.	So	if	you	never	earn	
that	amount,	you	never	pay	back	your	loan	(this	
should	not	be	a	goal	though	people!	☺)	Once	you	
are	earning	£22,000+,	you	will	only	ever	pay	back	
9%	of	anything	you	earn	ABOVE	£21,000,		
which	is	taken	before	it	even	enters	your	bank	
account.	In	real	terms,	this	works	out	as	£30	per	
month	if	you	are	earning	£25,000	a	year,	for	
example.	Any	remaining	debt	is	wiped	out	aSer	30	
years,	meaning	over	70%	of	graduates	never	
actually	pay	off	the	enDre	amount	of	their	student	
loan.	Of	course	though,	it	is	sDll	a	lot	of	money	to	
consider,	especially	when	some	Higher	
ApprenDceships	can	offer	a	degree	level	
qualificaDon	but	will	pay	YOU	whilst	you	study!	
Check	out	our	student	finance	secDon	on	the	
website	for	further	informaDon.	

An	interview	with	Carol	
Byrne,	Careers	Advisor	with	
Career	Connect	

What	is	an	appren>ceship?		
An	apprenDceship	is	a	job	with	training	and	pay	
different	levels	of	apprenDceship.	Intermediate	
(Level	2)	Advanced	(Level	3)	Higher	(Level	4)	
Degree	(Level	5/6)	

What	are	the	benefits	and	disadvantages	of	an	
appren>ceship?	
Advantages	are	that	it	is	a	job	designed	to	lead	to	
a	permanent	posiDon	once	successfully	

completed.	Disadvantages	are	that	the	applicant	
needs	to	be	job	ready	and	commiaed	to	the	
organisaDon	for	a	number	of	years.	Also,	the	pay	
can	be	quite	low,	but	this	increases	when	the	
apprenDceship	has	been	completed	or	when	the	
apprenDce	reaches	the	age	of	19	years.	

How	do	people	apply	for	an	appren>ceship?	
ApprenDceships	are	mainly	adverDsed	on	
www.findapprenDceship.service.gov.uk	but	there	
are	other	websites.		SomeDmes	organisaDons,	
especially	if	is	a	large	company	e.g.	Jaguar,	
United	UDliDes,	Civil	Service	will	have	the	
vacancies	on	their	own	website	as	well.	
Vacancies	are	updated	on	Unifrog	every	24	
hours.	

Are	there	any	certain	entry	requirements?		
Entry	requirements	are	determined	by	the	
employer	and	will	vary	according	to	the	type	and	
level	of	job.	Companies	look	for	reliability,	hard	
work,	an	understanding	of	the	company	and	the	
commitment	to	be	a	successful	apprenDce.	

Is	it	more	difficult	to	secure	a	place	in	an	
appren>ceship	compared	to	university?	
It	can	be	more	difficult	to	secure	an	
apprenDceship	as	it	is	compeDDve,	but	some	
university	courses	are	also	very	compeDDve.	
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Can	people	apply	for	appren>ceships	even	aEer	
they	have	been	to	university?	
ApprenDceships	go	up	to	degree	level.	ASer	a	
degree,	applicants	would	normally	apply	for	a	
graduate	vacancy.	There	are	more	and	more	
apprenDceships	being	adverDsed	with	
universiDes	for	degree	level	apprenDceships	
where	the	company	would	pay	the	university	fees	
and	the	apprenDce	would	complete	a	degree	at	
the	same	Dme	as	working	and	being	paid.	

Are	appren>ceships	more	beneficial	in	certain	
types	of	work,	compared	to	university	degrees?	
Some	jobs	require	an	apprenDceship	e.g.	
construcDon,	motor	vehicle	engineering.	

What	is	a	typical	week	like	as	an	appren>ce?		
There	will	be	a	framework	in	place	which	will	
vary	depending	on	the	apprenDceship	and	a	
training	provider/college	will	ensure	the	
apprenDce	is	achieving	qualificaDons.	There	isn’t	
a	typical	week	really.	An	apprenDceship	in	
catering	or	hairdressing	would	be	very	different	
to	an	apprenDceship	in	business	administraDon	
or	compuDng,	for	example,	because	of	different	
hours/shiSs	and	work	environment.	

What	do	appren>ces	get	paid?	
These	rates	are	for	the	NaDonal	Living	Wage	and	
the	NaDonal	Minimum	Wage.	The	rates	change	
every	April.		

-	ApprenDces	are	enDtled	to	the	apprenDce	rate	
if	they’re:	1	)	aged	under	19	or	2)	aged	19	or	over	
and	in	the	first	year	of	their	apprenDceship	
Example:	An	apprenDce	aged	22	in	the	first	year	
of	their	apprenDceship	is	enDtled	to	a	minimum	
hourly	rate	of	£3.70.	
- 	ApprenDces	are	enDtled	to	the	minimum	wage	

for	their	age	if	they	are	both:	1)	aged	19	or	over	
and	2)	have	completed	the	first	year	of	their	
apprenDceship.	
Example:	An	apprenDce	aged	22	who	has	
completed	the	first	year	of	their	apprenDceship	is	
enDtled	to	a	minimum	hourly	rate	of	£7.38.	

Are	there	many	appren>ceships	out	there?	How	
do	we	find	out	about	them?	
The	Unifrog	search	tool	updates	with	all	
apprenDceships	across	the	country	every	24	
hours.	www.unifrog.org)	There	are	a	lot	of	
apprenDceships	across	the	country.	The	official	
place	to	search	for	apprenDceships	is	
www.findapprenDceship.service.gov.uk	

How	do	appren>ceships	compare	to	
universi>es?	Do	they	make	the	applicants	more	
employable	aEerwards?	
As	apprenDceships	are	actual	jobs,	applicants	
don’t	need	to	worry	about	gejng	a	job	when	
they	complete	their	apprenDceship.		They	may	
also	be	more	employable	if	they	want	to	move	to	
a	different	company	as	they	will	have	significant	
work	experience.	As	menDoned	earlier	there	are	
also	degree	level	apprenDceships	which	are	
delivered	by	universiDes.	
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An	interview	with	Manchester	Metropolitan	University			
‘Languages	Award’	winner,	Luke	Botcherby	

Upon	entering	the	compe55on	in	October,	Luke	received	a	copy	of	an	original	children’s	story,	‘La	
Manía	de	la	Rana	Rockera’,	by	Pedro	Pablo	Sacristán.	Luke	had	to	translate	the	whole	story	from	
Spanish	into	English,	demonstra5ng	a	solid	grasp	of	the	Spanish	language.	To	win,	the	transla5on	
had	to	be	gramma5cally	accurate	and	retain	the	original	style	and	meaning.	

During	the	interview,	Luke	told	me	that	he	thoroughly	enjoys	languages	and	thought	that	this	
compe55on	would	be	interes5ng,	a	challenge	and	fun.	He	had	un5l	mid-January	to	complete	it,	in	
his	own	5me,	which	demonstrate	his	true	passion	and	enjoyment	for	languages.	“I	wanted	to	take	
part	in	the	compe55on	because	transla5on	is	a	concept	that	has	interested	me	since	I	started	
languages	at	GCSE.”	Luke	explained	that	he	has	always	been	interested	in	languages	because	many	
of	his	family	members	are	from	France,	and	this	gave	him	an	apprecia5on	of	the	importance	of	being	
able	to	speak	addi5onal	languages.		

hope	that	I	have	inspired	other	students	in	my	school	to	take	part	next	year.”	For	his	achievement,	
Luke	was	awarded	a	trophy,	a	cer5ficate	and	an	iTunes	music	voucher.	A[er	university,	Luke	said	that	
he	would	really	like	to	do	a	post-graduate	Masters	degree	in	interpreta5on.		

Good	luck	for	the	future,	Luke!	

Luke’s	winning	translaDon	can	be	viewed	online	at	www.freestoriesforkids.com	

Luke	Botcherby,	a	student	
form	Rainford	Sixth	Form,	has	
won	a	na>onal	transla>on	
compe>>on.	Encouraged	by	
his	tutors,	Luke	entered	
Manchester	Metropolitan	
University’s	na>onal	Spanish	
transla>on	compe>>on	-	an	
annual	compe>>on	aimed	at	
A	Level	students.		

By	Megan	Tinsley	

Luke	put	a	huge	amount	of	5me	and	effort	into	the	
compe55on,	and	a	few	months	later,	a[er	he	found	
out	that	he	had	won	the	compe55on,	Luke	said:	“I	
was	thrilled	to	find	out	that	I	had	won	MMU's	
transla5on	compe55on.	Transla5ng	the	story	
presented	me	with	some	challenges,	including	
manipula5ng	the	vocabulary	to	suit	the	target	
audience	of	young	children.	Winning	this	
compe55on	has	certainly	whet	my	appe5te	for	
studying	transla5on	at	university	in	the	future,	and	I	
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Goodbye	and	good	luck	Year	13!	

Many	of	them	won	awards	-	in	categories	ranging	from	'Most	likely	to	rule	the	world'	to	'Worst	
driver'	(there	was	no	contest	there,	Sophia	and	Josh!).	There	were	also	emo5onal	farewells	from	
teaching	staff	and	the	Sixth	Form	team,	all	of	whom	were	sad	to	see	these	students	leave	a[er	7	
lonnnnnnggggg	years.	

I	know	we	could	be	accused	of	saying	this	every	year,	but	the	class	of	2018	truly	are	a	wonderful	group	
of	young	people.	They	have	worked	so	hard	and	supported	our	Sixth	Form	at	every	possible	event.	We	
have	built	a	real	community	over	the	past	two	years	of	A	Level	study	and	we	wish	them	all	the	very	
best	for	their	bright	and	exci5ng	futures.	

	Catherine	Benbow	
	Head	of	Sixth	Form	

Our	Year	13s	leE	us	for	their	study	leave	on	Friday	25th	May.	They	enjoyed	a	fantas>c	
leavers'	assembly	(pictured	below)	where	they	laughed,	cried	and	reminisced	about	
their	>me	at	Rainford	High	and	Rainford	Sixth	Form.	
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method	of	medita5on	consists	of	breathing	
deeply	and	concentra5ng	on	it	-	crea5ng	
rhythmic	breathing.	This	is	best	done	whilst	
signg	or	laying	down.	

The	concentra5on	on	your	breathing	allows	the	
brain	to	focus	on	one	thing	at	a	5me.	The	brain	
may	dri[	off	and	think	about	other	thoughts	or	
situa5ons,	at	which	point	you	allow	the	thought	
to	pass	and	then	re-focus	back	on	your	
breathing	and	the	rise	and	fall	of	breath.		
Medita5on	can	be	done	on	your	own	or	with	
mul5ple	people.	It	can	also	be	done	using	an	
app	or	a	5mer,	or	just	in	your	own	mind.	Timers	
or	apps	are	a	good	way	to	keep	a	record	of	the	
5me	passed	whilst	medita5ng	without	it	being	a	
constant	interrup5ng	thought,	as	you	know	that	
the	5mer	will	go	off	when	your	5me	has	ended.	

Medita;on	apps		

‘Headspace’	is	good	for	beginners	as	it	
consists	of	10-minute	guided	medita5on	
sessions	(split	into	different	days)	that	focus	on	
different	aspects	of	life.	The	speaker	uses	some	
metaphors	to	help	you	to	visually	understand	
the	medita5on	process	and	how	it	can	help	you	
to	de-cluher	the	brain.	It	helps	you	to	respond	
more	skilfully	to	difficult	situa5ons	and	allows	
you	to	find	another	place	in	your	mind	that	is	
always	there	and	always	calm	when	you	are	
feeling	overwhelming	amounts	of	stress	or	pain.		

MeditaDon	and	Mindfulness	

What	is	medita;on/mindfulness?	

Medita5on	or	mindfulness	is	about	living	in	the	
present	moment,	instead	of	being	stuck	on	the	
past	or	worrying	about	the	future.	The	brain	has	
developed	so	that	it	spends	much	of	its	5me	
solving	problems	that	haven’t	yet	occurred	in	
the	future,	causing	anxiety	-	or	dwelling	on	
problems	that	have	already	occurred,	leading	to	
depression.	Mindfulness	is	a	form	of	eastern	
medita5on,	which	helps	humans	to	tame	and	
de-cluher	their	brains.	It	can	be	used	by	anyone	
of	any	age.	There	can	s5ll	be	a	s5gma	
surrounding	medita5on,	but	more	and	more	
people	are	coming	to	use	it	to	help	them	
through	different	aspects	of	their	life,	with	the	
most	popular	aspects	being:		

! Mental	health	issues	
! Pain	and	stress	relief	
! To	help	fall	asleep	

How	do	I	introduce	mindfulness	
into	my	life?	

There	are	several	ways	to	incorporate	
medita5on/mindfulness	into	your	life	-	some	of	
which	may	work	for	some,	but	not	for	others.	
Medita5on	can	be	used	anywhere,	any5me	and	
by	anyone.		
Although	all	forms	of	medita5on	consist	of	
concentra5ng	on	breathing,	the	most	common	

By	Abbie	Clarkson	
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‘Insight	Timer’	is	a	good	way	to	delve	deeper	
into	mindfulness	and	contains	the	op5on	to	
either	use	a	guided	medita5on	or	a	relaxing	
melody/song.	A[er	crea5ng	an	account,	you	can	
save	your	favourite	medita5ons	and	listen	to	
them	again	when	needed.	The	app	also	gives	
you	categories	in	which	medita5ons	for	different	
emo5ons	or	situa5ons	are	provided,	such	as	
help	with	sleep,	crea5vity	and	performance,	
stress	and	anxiety,	happiness	and	spirituality.		

‘Calm’	is	a	combina5on	of	Headspace	and	
Insight	Timer	where	it	asks	for	some	details	for	
how	you	would	like	to	use	medita5on	in	your	
life.	It	then	uses	short	3/5/10	minute	guided	
medita5ons/music	to	help	calm	the	mind	
Although	all	of	the	apps	and	5mers	consist	of	
the	same	principal,	it’s	about	finding	which	one	
can	work	alongside	your	needs	and	reason	for	
medita5ng.	

How	does	it	help?	
	It	allows	you	and	your	mind	to	calm	down	and	
focus	on	the	now,	instead	of	the	past	or	present.	
Throughout	the	day,	our	minds	tend	to	jump	
around	from	one	place	to	another	
automa5cally;	medita5on,	and	the	prac5se	of	it,	
can	help	to	calm	the	mind.	It	teaches	the	mind	
to	be	taken	to	a	tranquil	place	of	focusing	on	
breathing	paherns	and	allowing	thoughts	to	
flow	through	without	dwelling	on	them,	
crea5ng	anxiety.		

Medita;on/mindfulness	is	used	to:		

! 	Reduces	stress		
! 	Controls	anxiety	
! 	Promotes	emo5onal	health	
! 	Enhances	self-awareness	
! 	Lengthens	ahen5on	span	
! 	May	reduce	age-related	memory	loss	
! 	Can	generate	kindness	
! 	May	help	fight	addic5ons	
! 	Improves	sleep		
! 	Helps	control	pain		
! 	Can	decrease	blood	pressure		
! 	Improve	concentra5on		
! 	Boost	energy	and	crea5vity	
! 	Help	concentrate	when	working		
! 	Help	to	de-cluher	the	brain	

Medita5on	can	be	incorporated	into	anybody’s	
life,	even	if	it	is	only	for	5	minutes	a	day	or	
whilst	falling	asleep	-	it	can	be	a	way	to	wind	
down	and	relieve	the	brain	from	cluhered	
thoughts.		

To	find	out	more	or	to	book	a	programme	of	
mindfulness	with	a	qualified	teacher	of	
medita;on	and	wellbeing	for	you,	your	family	
&	friends,	visit	www.crea;vityinmind.org.	

Imagination, creativity 
& wellbeing. 
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Rainford	Sixth	Form		
Treasure	Hunt	

1.	What	is	the	Sixth	Form	mo]o?	

2.	What	is	Mr.	Fletcher's	favourite	hobby?	

3.	What	are	the	names	of	Dawn’s	children?	

4.	Where	did	Hannah	go	on	holiday	in	May	half-term	break?	

5.What	is	the	quota>on	on	the	wall	of	C108?	

6.	What	is	Mrs.	Benbow`s	favourite	restaurant?	

7.	How	many	student	desktop	computers	are	there	in	Sixth	Form	
(including	iMacs	in	C001)?	

8.	How	many	student	lockers	are	there	in	the	Sixth	Form?	

9.	How	many	classrooms	are	there	in	the	Sixth	Form	(including	the	
study	area,	common	room	and	upstairs	breakout	space)?	

10.	Looking	on	any	of	the	Form	no>ce	boards,	what	is	Tuesday’s	
focus?	

How	much	do	you	think	you	know	about	
Rainford	Sixth	Form?	How	well	do	you	
think	you	know	the	staff?		

Find	out	the	answers	to	all	of	the	ques>ons	below,	write	them	
down	along	with	your	name	and	form	group	and	submit	to	
any	member	of	the	Sixth	Form	team.	A	winner	will	then	be	
drawn	at	random	in	September	2018	and	a	secret	prize	will	be	
awarded.	
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Law	at	Rainford	Sixth	Form	-	a]ending	the	Queen	Elizabeth	
Liverpool	Crown	Court		

Over	the	past	few	months,	several	Sixth	Form	
students	have	been	a]ending	the	Queen	
Elizabeth	Liverpool	Crown	Court	as	a	form	of	
‘law-based’	enrichment.	This	is	our	experience.	

By	Nicole	Molyneux	

Upon	arrival,	we	have	to	go	through	a	metal	
detector	and	then	decide	upon	on	a	case	that	we	
wish	to	ahend.	There	are	various	cases	to	choose	
from,	ranging	from	a	complex	fraud	case	to	a	high-
profile	murder	enquiry.	We	then	have	to	find	the	
corresponding	floor	and	room	and	ask	the	usher	if	
we	would	be	allowed	to	ahend	and	observe	the	
proceedings.	

On	one	occasion,	we	watched	a	harrowing	sexual	
offence	case.	Other	cases	that	we	have	viewed	have	
included	the	sentencing	of	a	man	convicted	of	a	
D.U.I.	(Driving	Under	the	Influence)	and	a	robbery	
with	the	possession	of	a	knife.	

Watching	these	cases,	we	gain	an	
understanding	of	what	a	real-life	courtroom	
consists	of	and	what	it	is	like	to	shadow	a	case.	
It	also	provides	an	experience	of	the	subject	
that	we	are	studying	and	gives	an	insight	into	
whether	we	would	like	to	pursue	the	subject	
in	Higher	Educa5on	or	as	a	career.	
Overall,	this	has	been	a	wonderful	experience,	
gegng	to	view	a	wide	variety	of	cases	and	has	
been	extremely	beneficial	in	terms	of	
furthering	our	educa5on	-	equipping	us	with	
valuable	knowledge	should	this	become	our	
chosen	career	path.	This	experience	is	highly	
recommended	for	students	who	are	
considering	taking	the	subject	of	Law	at	
Rainford	Sixth	Form	or	at	university.	
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As	part	of	Rainford	Sixth	Form’s	Wednesday	aEernoon	enrichment	programme,	a	
group	took	part	in	an	experience	of	visual	impairment	with	a	qualified	teacher	of	
Mobility	and	Independence	from	St	Vincent’s	School	for	Visually	Impaired	Children	
in	Liverpool.	This	is	a	report	on	my	experience.	

By	Olivia		
Marshall	

To	begin,	we	were	introduced	to	a	range	of	
visual	impairment	condi5ons	and	were	able	to	
feel	what	these	condi5ons	were	like	through	a	
range	of	‘simula5on	spectacles’	that	have	been	
designed	to	recreate	differing	sight	
impairments,	including	‘tunnel	vision’,	
peripheral	field	losses	and	‘light	only’,	to	name	
just	a	few.	This	was	very	educa5onal	and	
interes5ng	as	we	all	tested	out	the	variety	of	
glasses.	

	A[er	this,	we	picked	out	a	blindfold	and	
went	to	the	open	space	next	to	the	drama	
classrooms	to	try	a	technique	called	‘trailing’.	
Trailing	is	walking	beside	a	wall	with	your	le[	
hand	facing	outwards,	brushing	against	the	
wall,	with	the	other	hand	raised	out	in	front	of	
you,	with	the	palm	facing	out.	This	was	to	act	
as	a	guard	or	protec5on	so	you	avoid	banging	
your	head.	

Sighted-	guide	–	here,	
the	person	without	
sight	takes	the	arm	of	
their	guide	just	above	
the	elbow	and	walks	
slightly	behind	to	
follow	their	
movements.	Good	
communicaDon	is	
essenDal	on	both	
parts.		

We	then	paired	up	and	were	taught	about	a	second	
technique	called	‘sighted-guide’.	Here,	one	person	of	
the	pair	remains	under	blindfold	and	their	partner	
was	then	taught	how	to	guide	them	safely,	correctly		
and	thoughrully.	Trust	and	confidence	in	your	partner	
is	essen5al!	

A[er	this,	we	then	had	an	opportunity	to	use	the	long	
white	canes.	For	this,	we	had	to	walk	with	our	
blindfolds	on	and	move	the	cane	gently	from	side-to-
side,	using	it	to	tap	a	wall	or	a	shoreline	that	allowed	
us	to	walk	in	a	straight	line.	We	also	learnt	how	to	

Trailing	-	walking	
beside	a	wall	with	your	
leS	hand	facing	
outwards,	brushing	
against	the	wall,	with	
the	other	hand	raised	
out	in	front	of	you,	
with	the	palm	facing	
out.		
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walk	up	and	down	the	stairs	whilst	using	the	
cane.		

I	then	had	the	experience	and	of	undertaking	a	
route	across	the	quad	from	the	dining	room	to	
the	Sixth	Form,	under	blindfold	with	the	long	
cane.		

Here,	I	learnt	how	to	use	environmental	clues	
for	orienta5on	and	I	successfully	and	safely	
made	it	to	the	Sixth	Form	block.	

From	ac5vely	taking	part	in	this	once	in	a	life5me	
event,	I	really	enjoyed	trying	out	the	different	
techniques	and	learning	more	about	the	difficul5es	
that	visually	impaired	people	face	on	a	daily	basis.	I	
have	gained	more	empathy	and	a	greater	respect,	as	
well	as	for	those	that	help	and	support	them.		
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The	cinema...	I	LOVE	to	go…	and	so	do	many	
other	people.	The	first	ever	cinema	was	opened	
on	21st	March	1896	by	Birt	Acres,	located	at	the	
junc5on	of	Sha[esbury	Avenue	and	Piccadilly	
Circus	in	London.	It	must	have	been	extremely	
popular	-	I	mean,	of	course,	it	would	-	it	was	the	
first	ever	place	to	play	a	film	on	a	large	screen.		

It	must	have	created	such	excitement,	being	a	
new	thing	for	everyone.	Of	course,	films	were	
black	and	white	back	then,	possibly	without	
sound,	and	the	cinema	has	come	a	very	long	way	
since	then,	and	now	with	high	quality	sound	and	
visuals,	the	cinema5c	experience	is	beher	than	
ever.	

	I	will	be	reviewing	a	trip	to	the	cinema	
that	I	made	and	will	be	comparing	two	Marvel	
films	that	came	out	in	the	spring	of		2018:	
Avengers:	Infinity	War	and	Deadpool	2.	

	Infinity	War	was	released	on	April	27th	
2018	and	is	the	third	film	in	the	Avengers	
franchise.	It	was	made	with	a	budget	of	nearly	
$400	million,	and	passed	the	$2	billion	mark	at	
the	global	box	office.	The	film	stars	some	
extremely	well-known	actors	such	as,	Robert	
Downey	Jr.,	Chris	Prah,	Tom	Holland,	Scarleh	
Johansson,	Chris	Hemsworth,	Chris	Evans,	
Benedict	Cumberbatch	-	and	not	forgegng	Josh	

Brolin,	who	plays	the	main	villain.	The	film	follows	
on	from	Civil	War	and	the	Avengers	have	been	
torn	apart.	New	characters	are	brought	in	due	to	
links	with	the	Guardians	of	the	Galaxy	series.	

	Infinity	War	was	directed	by	the	Russo	
Brothers,	which	is	new;	the	previous	Avengers	
films	were	directed	by	Joss	Whedon.	I	think	
having	the	Russo	Brothers	direc5ng	Infinity	War	
has	helped	the	franchise	a	lot	-	don’t	get	me	
wrong,	every	Avengers	film	is	AMAZING	-	but	they	
don’t	compare	with	Infinity	War.	It’s	all	down	to	
Joe	and	Anthony	Russo.	They	brought	to	the	
audience	a	film	that	contains	plots	and	scenes	
that	you	couldn’t	expect	to	see.	Not	only	did	it	
contain	a	wide	range	of	Marvel	heroes,	but	also	
the	plot	links	to	different	films	and	this	was	
extremely	clever.	Not	to	men5on	the	amazing	
role	Josh	Brolin	portrayed	as	Thanos.		

The	film	provides	a	feeling	of	escapism	from	
reality	–	you	feel	like	a	part	of	the	film	and	I	
enjoyed	that	experience.	Furthermore,	you	form	
a	personal	rela5onship	with	the	characters	in	that	
you	can	really	understand	and	empathise	with	
their	feelings	-	the	film	was	an	‘emo5onal	roller-
coaster’!	For	example,	I	could	relate	to	Peter	
Parker	having	a	happy,	up-beat	personality	and	
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Star-Lord,	who,	no	maher	how	serious	the	
situa5on	was,	always	tried	to	make	a	joke	to	
create	a	lighter	atmosphere.	The	characters	were	
amazing	and	the	stunts	they	pull	off,	such	as	flips	
or	in	fight	scenes,	were	extremely	impressive.	
What	blew	my	mind,	throughout	the	whole	film,	
was	the	visual	effects	and	how	realis5c	they	
looked.	Explosions,	weaponry	blasts,	the	
atmosphere	in	outer	space	and	even	Thanos	
himself,	it	was	all	very	impressive.		

	One	downside	to	the	film	was	the	
ending,	which	could	have	been	beher	if	it	had	
been	le[	on	a	cliff-hanger.	On	the	whole,	I	found	
it	enjoyable,	as	I	do	all	Marvel	films.	It	definitely	
makes	it	to	the	top	of	the	list	as	being	one	of	the	
most	popular	films	of	2018.	

Now,	onto	Deadpool	2.	Even	though	some	
people	may	disagree,	I	preferred	this	to	Infinity	
War,	which	seems	bizarre	considering	Deadpool	
1	wasn’t	as	popular	as	the	Avengers.	The	film	
was	released	May	15th	2018	-	not	long	a[er	
Infinity	War.	It	has	close	links	to	the	X-Men	
series,	rather	than	the	Avengers	and	Black	
Panther	etc.	It	had	a	budget	of	$110	million	and	
made	$125	million	on	the	opening	weekend	-	
not	as	much	as	Infinity	War,	but	s5ll	impressive.		
It	has	gory	fight	scenes	throughout,	but	s5ll	
leans	to	the	more	comedic	side,	even	though	it	is	
an	ac5on	film.	Ryan	Reynolds	stars	as	the	main	
character	of	Wade	Wilson	and	is	the	perfect	
choice	to	play	this	character	because	of	his	
humour.	Deadpool	is	different	to	other	heroes	in	
the	Marvel	Universe	and	this	is	what	intrigues	
me	so	much.	He	is	described	as	‘foul	mouthed’	
as	he	swears	and	makes	jokes	that	are	

inappropriate,	but	the	audience	seemed	to	be	
entertained	by	this.	I’ve	heard	nothing	but	
posi5vity	about	this	film.	Josh	Brolin	also	stars,	as	
Cable	-	a	5me-travelling	cyborg	-	who	is	the	
villain,	introduced	at	the	beginning	of	the	film.		
The	film	is	basically	about	Wade	and	his	team	
working	together	to	protect	a	child	mutant,	
‘Russell’,	from	Cable	who	has	travelled	back	in	
5me	to	kill	him.	I	took	a	liking	to	the	film	because	
it	was	funnier	and	more	entertaining	than	Infinity	
War,	which	had	a	more	serious	‘life	or	death’	tone	
to	it.	I’d	rather	laugh	at	a	film	than	be	le[	
confused	and	emo5onal.		

	Deadpool	2	was	directed	by	David	Leitch	-	
a	different	director	to	the	first	one	-which	was	a	
massive	benefit	to	the	film	as	it	is	more	
entertaining	and	even	more	hilarious	than	the	
first	one,	bringing	us	scenes	you	would	never	
expect,	especially	in	a	Marvel	film.	I	enjoyed	the	
amount	of	dark	humour	that	was	used,	knowing	
that	it	wasn’t	designed	to	cause	offence	to	the	
audience,	as	it	is	part	of	Deadpool’s	personality.	
Again,	visual	effects	for	Deadpool	2	were	
absolutely	AMAZING	and	looked	so	realis5c	-	
especially	gory	parts,	such	as	heads,	arms	and	
legs	being	chopped	off	-	the	gore	is	definitely	not	
for	young	viewers!	

	The	music	that	was	used	in	the	film	was	
phenomenal	and	fihed	perfectly	–	‘X	gon	give	it	
to	ya’	by	DMX	and	‘Welcome	to	the	Party’	by	
Diplo	[.	French	Montana,	showing	how	modern	
the	film	is.	This	contrasted	well	with	the	use	of	
other	popular	songs	such	as	‘Take	on	Me’	by	A-
Ha.		

	Overall,	this	film	is	definitely	one	of	my	
favourites	of	2018	and	I	have	taken	a	massive	
liking	to	it.	I	hope	that	you	will	enjoy	these	films	
and	the	cinema5c	experience	as	much	as	I	do.	
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Fundraising	for	St	Vincent’s	
School	for	Visual	Impairment		

By	Jess	Harley	

equip	its	pupils	with	skills	like	Mobility	(the	ability	to	travel	safely	and	independently),	Braille	(a	tac5le	
means	of	reading	raised	dots	through	the	use	of	the	finger5ps)	and	genera5ng	career	opportunity	
through	voca5onal	routes	such	as	Maggie	May’s	cafe	and	the	produc5on	of	ceramic	art.	Developing	
these	skills	is	vital	for	visually	impaired	students	as,	according	to	RNIB	sta5s5cs,	the	unemployment	
rate	is	about	85%	for	V.I.	people.		

	Week	one	consisted	of	team	building,	idea	development	and	iden5fying	roles.	The	team	
building	involved	forms	having	to	par5cipate	in	an	‘eye	contact’	task	which	involved	students	
partnering	up	and	staring	into	the	other	person’s	eyes	for	60	seconds.	Making	eye	contact	is	
some5mes	difficult	for	people	as	it	can	feel	awkward	and	avoid	making	eye	contact.	Next	came	
deciding	on	each	persons	role	in	each	form.	Roles	included	a	‘business	advisor’,	a	design	team,	a	
purchasing	team,	a	marke5ng	and	social	media	team	and	a	sales	team.	There	were	also	other	roles	
involved	in	the	organisa5on	such	as	the	‘managing	director’	who	would	oversee	all	of	the	
organisa5onal	roles,	and	a	‘finance	director’	and	a	‘sales	director’.	Teams	had	to	decide	what	it	was	
that	they	wanted	to	make	and	sell,	and	then	develop	these	ideas	into	ones	which	were	innova5ve	
and	different	to	other	forms.	Each	form	was	given	a	£25	float	to	buy	the	materials	needed	to	produce	
their	products.	For	example,	my	form	decided	that	we	were	going	to	make	a	game	where	people	
could	win	prizes,	instead	of	us	selling	things;	we	thought	this	would	be	something	different	and	fun.	
The	game	we	came	up	with	was	called	‘Swee5e	Pong’.	The	idea	was	that	there	would	be	a	range	of	
cups	on	a	table	which	the	player	had	to	try	to	bounce	a	ping-pong	ball	into	in	order	to	win	bags	of	
sweets.	Other	forms	made	cakes,	put	on	a	football	game,	had	a	chocolate	fountain,	hosted	a	‘guess	
the	name’	of	the	teddy	bear	and	sold	sweets	and	chocolates.	

pupils	and	enjoy	a	tour	of	the	building,	which	was	built	in	1899.	This	money	will	help	the	school	to		
to	provide	educa5onal	equipment	and	enrichment	that	supports	the	learning	of	the	pupils.		

AEer	a	special	assembly	to	Y12	students	in	March	2018	-	in	which	
two	visually	impaired	students	from	St	Vincent’s	presented	and	
played	drums	–	Sixth	Form	students	developed	a	range	of	ideas	
how	to	raise	money	for	the	children	of	the	school.		

Each	form	group	were	given	four	weeks	to	make	and	sell	a	product	
in	order	to	raise	money	for	the	school,	which	has	about	30	staff	
members	and	approximately	30	students,	aged	from	5	to	19	years	
old	with	a	range	of	visual	impairments.	St	Vincent’s	School	aims	to	

	During	week	two,	forms	had	to	produce	posters		
and	campaigns	for	marke5ng	strategies	in	order	to		
adver5se	their	products.	Marke5ng	their	products	to		
get	other	students	excited	about	their	product	or	idea		
before	the	day	when	all	the	forms	sold	their	products.		

	Week	three	consisted	of	each	form		
manufacturing	their	product	and	pugng	together	their	
idea	before	the	day	where	everyone	would	sell	their		
products	on	the	29th	of	March	which	was	the	last	day		
of	term	in	week	four.		

	During	this	day	the	Sixth	Form	managed	to		
raise	approximately	£300	for	St	Vincent’s,	and	we	have	
been	invited	to	the	school	to	present	the	cheque	to	the		
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See the world. Experience new 
things. Build a lifetime of 

memories. Have you thought about 
travelling? 

A series of interviews 
with three members of 
staff who love to travel. 

By  
Anya Greenhalgh 

& 
Emily Chapman 
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3.	Where	is	your	favourite	travel	des>na>on?	
And	what	loca>on	do	you	want	to	visit	next?	

I	love	so	many	places	-		maybe	the	USA	for	all	of	its	
natural	wonders	and	spectacular	NaDonal	Parks	-	
not	to	menDon	its	unique	ciDes.	Yosemite	Valley	
has	got	to	be	my	favourite	place	of	all.	I	would	like	
to	visit	India	next	–	just	for	a	different	experience.	

An	interview	with	Catherine	Benbow,		
Head	of	Sixth	Form,	on	her	travel	experience.	

1.   Do	you	have	any	>ps	for	taking	a	gap	year?	
I	think	everyone	should	travel	before	gejng	a	
‘proper	job’,	if	they	can.	It	doesn’t	need	to	be	a	
‘gap’	year	-	you	can	go	aSer	you’ve	finished	
university,	rather	than	before.	It	also	doesn’t	need	
to	be	a	year	-	there	are	great	experiences	that	you	
can	have	during	summer	breaks.	I	guess	my	top	Dp	
would	be	to	do	your	research	and	see	what’s	
available.	Start	with	the	following	websites:	
www.statravel.co.uk	-	Great	for	cheap,	mulD-stop	
flights	if	you	want	to	go	it	alone.	
www.bunac.org	-	FantasDc	for	helping	you	work	
whilst	travelling.	They	offer	12-week	experiences	
as	well	as	full	year	ones.	
www.campamerica.co.uk	-	Perfect	if	you	fancy	
working	during	summer	and	earning	a	bit	of	cash	
to	travel	with	aSerwards.	

2.	What	are	5	essen>al	items	you	should	always	
pack	when	travelling?	
Baby	wipes	(trust	me	on	this	one!).	
Ear	plugs	(backpacking	hostels	are	noisy!).	
Hand	wash	liquid	(with	limited	clothes	to	carry	
round,	you’ll	need	this).	
Phone	(stay	in	touch	with	home,	research	your	
next	place	&	take	LOADS	of	photos!).	
Travel	journal	(you’ll	have	more	memories	this	
way	than	if	you	just	rely	on	photos).	
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4.	Would	you	recommend	travelling	in	a	group	or	
on	your	own-	why?	
I	think	it’s	got	to	be	your	call.	I	have	enjoyed	both	
experiences	–	travelling	alone	allows	you	to	meet	
new	people	as	you	go,	whereas	travelling	in	a	
group	can	offer	you	a	real	sense	of	security	and	
ensure	that	you	will	have	a	real	laugh	at	the	same	
Dme.	Bunac	and	STA	travel	are	great	if	you	want	
to	go	it	alone,	but	with	some	security	and	support	
when	you	are	out	there.	

5.	Would	you	recommend	taking	a	gap	year-	
why?	
I	honestly	think	it’s	one	of	the	best	things	you	can	
do.	You	learn	so	much	about	the	world,	other	
cultures	and	yourself.	It	gives	you	a	whole	new	
perspecDve	and	will	definitely	change	your	life	for	
the	beaer.	

6.	What	has	been	your	most	interes>ng	
experience	abroad?	
I	found	travelling	South	East	Asia	the	most	
interesDng.	The	culture	was	like	nothing	else	I’d	
experienced	-	it	totally	put	me	out	of	my	comfort	
zone	–	which	is	always	a	good	thing!		

7.	What	is	the	worst	des>na>on	you	have	been	
to	when	travelling?		
I’m	not	sure	I’ve	got	one	–	everywhere	has	its	
good	and	bad	points.	What	I	love,	someone	else	
may	not,	and	vice	versa.		

8.	When	do	you	recommend	travelling	or	taking	
a	gap	year?		
Some	people	are	ready	for	a	break	aSer	leaving	
college,	before	going	to	uni	or	gejng	an	
apprenDceship.	I	took	mine	aSer	uni,	but	before	
sealing	down	in	a	full	Dme	job.	I	was	just	excited	
to	get	to	uni	and	didn’t	really	want	to	delay	that	
for	a	year.	I	also	wanted	some	Dme	away	aSer	uni	
to	start	thinking	about	what	I	was	going	to	do	
with	the	rest	of	my	life.	

9.	What	do	you	expect	to	gain	from	taking	a	gap	
year?		
Independence,	cultural	awareness	and	fabulous	
memories…and	I	gained	them	all!	

10.	What	ac>vi>es	could	you	do	in	a	gap	year?	
It	totally	depends	on	where	you	go.	You	can	work	

(in	a	bar,	an	office,	with	children…anything!)	or	
you	can	volunteer	in	developing	countries.	You		
can	even	volunteer	in	conservaDon	areas	like	
America’s	NaDonal	Parks.	AlternaDvely	you	can	
just	seize	opportuniDes	as	you	travel.	On	my	gap	
year,	amongst	so	many	other	things,	I	went	sky	
diving,	trekked	on	a	glacier	and	went	shark	diving.	
These	were	amazing	experiences	that	I	just	
wouldn’t	have	had	if	I’d	stayed	at	home.	

An	interview	with	Hannah	Moreton,	6thForm	
Pastoral	Manager,	on	her	travel	experience.	

1.   Do	you	have	any	>ps	for	taking	a	gap	year?	
Plan	and	make	sure	you	budget!	

2.	What	are	5	essen>al	items	you	should	always	
pack	when	travelling?	
Phone,	travel	guide,	sun	cream,	money,	camera.	

3.	Where	is	your	favourite	travel	des>na>on?	
And	what	loca>on	do	you	want	to	visit	next?	
My	favourite	desDnaDon	is	Thailand.	Over	the	
summer,	I	am	visiDng	Holland,	Portugal	and	
Hungary.		



35		

4.	Would	you	recommend	travelling	in	a	group	or	
on	your	own-	why?	
I	prefer	to	travel	in	a	group,	simply	because	I	do	
like	company.	I	wouldn’t	be	put	off	by	travelling	
alone,	though,	as	it	is	easy	to	make	friends	and	
meet	new	people	whilst	travelling.		

5.	Would	you	recommend	taking	a	gap	year-	
why?	
Yes!	One	of	my	biggest	regrets	is	that	I	didn’t	take	
a	gap	year!	I	feel	like	it’s	a	great	break	aSer	
spending	so	long	in	educaDon	and	you	are	at	a	
Dme	in	your	life	where	you	have	less	commitments	
and	are	much	more	able	to	spend	a	year	
travelling.		

6.	What	has	been	your	most	interes>ng	
experience	abroad?	
I’ve	had	the	most	amazing	experiences	whilst	
travelling.	I	think	some	of	the	best	have	been	
visiDng	elephant	sanctuaries,	the	lagoons	in	
Iceland	and	building	the	STEM	centre	in	Ghana.		

7.	What	is	the	worst	des>na>on	you	have	been	
to	when	travelling?		
I	don’t	really	like	Belgium.	I’ve	been	a	few	Dmes	
and	I’ve	never	really	enjoyed	it.	I	have	spent	a	lot	
of	Dme	travelling	around	Europe	and	I	would	
probably	say	this	is	my	least	favourite	country	to	
visit.		

8.	When	do	you	recommend	travelling	or	taking	
a	gap	year?		
I	recommend	travelling	all	of	the	Dme!	The	main	
reason	I	work	in	a	school	is	that	I	get	a	lot	of	
holiday	Dme.	I	aim	to	take	at	least	one	trip	every	
Dme	we	have	a	break	from	college.		

9.	What	do	you	expect	to	gain	from	taking	a	gap	
year?		
New	friends,	a	beaer	understanding	of	other	
cultures,	as	well	as	memories	and	experiences	that	
will	last	for	years	to	come.		

10.	What	ac>vi>es	could	you	do	in	a	gap	year?	
Voluntary	work,	hiking/walking,	sightseeing,	
teaching	…	and	lots	of	partying!	

An	interview	with	Sarah	Byrne,	Lead	teacher	in	
English,	on	her	travel	experience.	

1.   Do	you	have	any	>ps	for	taking	a	gap	year?	
Roughly	plan	the	route	that	you	would	like	to	take	
around	the	world	and	which	countries	you	would	
like	to	visit	along	the	way.		Book	your	main	long	
haul	flights	and	your	first	couple	of	nights	
accommodaDon	in	each	place,	but,	other	than	
that,	be	spontaneous	and	avoid	planning	
everything	to	the	nth	degree.		Fly	into	one	part	of	
a	country	but	leave	from	the	other	side	of	the	
country	and	enjoy	the	journey	gejng	to	your	new	
desDnaDon	(just	make	sure	you	get	there	for	the	
day	of	your	flight).	Meet	new	people,	discover	new	
places	and	go	with	the	flow!	

2.	What	are	5	essen>al	items	you	should	always	
pack	when	travelling?	
A	small	amount	of	currency	for	every	country	you	
are	visiDng.	Print-outs	of	anything	you	have	pre-
booked/copies	of	important	documents	inc.	
passport.	Comfy	footwear.	A	backpack	that	opens	
along	the	side,	not	just	at	the	top!	Toilet	roll.	

3.	Where	is	your	favourite	travel	des>na>on?	
And	what	loca>on	do	you	want	to	visit	next?	
Impossible	to	answer!	I	have	loved	so	many	
countries	all	over	the	world!	I	can't	even	choose	a	
favourite	conDnent!	Sorry!	
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4.	Would	you	recommend	travelling	in	a	group	or	
on	your	own-	why?	
As	a	group/pair	but	always	try	and	be	
adventurous	enough	to	do	things	by	yourself	
whilst	you're	out	there.	If	you	go	in	a	group,	sDll	
make	a	conscious	effort	to	chat	to	new	people	and	
learn	about	different	ways	of	life.	

5.	Would	you	recommend	taking	a	gap	year-	
why?	
Definitely!	You	will	have	the	most	incredible	
experiences.		It	is	so	easy	to	fall	into	a	monotonous	
lifestyle	of	rouDne	-	when	you	are	older,	most	
people	have	to	do	this	to	earn	money	and	provide	
for	families	etc.	However,	it	does	us	no	harm	to	
shake	out	of	this	rouDne	every	now	and	then!	It	is	
much	easier	to	do	it	when	you	are	young	so	take	
advantage.	You	will	think	and	talk	about	the	
experiences	you	have	had	for	the	rest	of	your	life.	

6.	What	has	been	your	most	interes>ng	
experience	abroad?	
Living	with	tribes	in	the	Amazon,	the	Rio	Carnival,	
hitching	rides	across	rural	China,	being	held	at	
gunpoint	on	the	border	of	Bolivia	and	ArgenDna,	
staying	on	the	Ger	Camps	in	Mongolia,	beach	
parDes	in	Italy,	Thailand	and	Bali,	volunteering	in	
Ecuador,	Kenya,	Ghana	and	India.	There's	so	
many!		I	absolutely	love	walking	and	climbing	and	
have	had	some	great	experiences	in	the	Canadian	
Rockies,	Alaska,	Siberia,	Peru's	Machu	Pichu,	
Nepal's	Everest	Base	Camp,	Tanzania's		
Kilimanjaro,	Japan's	Mt.	Fuji,	Australia’s	
outback,	Switzerland's	The	Eiger...	

7.	What	is	the	worst	des>na>on	you	have	been	
to	when	travelling?		
This	is	a	tough	one.	I	have	had	some	bad	
experiences	in	places	that	I	would	advise	you	not	
to	go	to,	but	I	don't	know	if	I	would	say	they	are	
the	worst	desDnaDons.	I	got	into	a	very	difficult	
situaDon	on	the	border	of	India	and	Pakistan	in	a	
place	called	Srinagar	in	Kashmir.	The	place	is	in	a	
great	deal	of	turmoil	and	conflict	due	to	the	
ongoing	struggles	between	the	two	countries.	It	is	
a	long	story	that	I	could	talk	about	forever	but	in	a	
nutshell...	there	was	a	horrific	act	of	terror	hours	
aSer	we	arrived	and	we	were	held	in	Srinagar,	
unable	to	leave.	We	eventually	got	put	in	hiding	

for	48	hours	unDl	the	shooDng	calmed	and	the	
army	allowed	us	to	leave.	There	is	one	
Kashmirian/Indian	family	in	parDcular	that	we	
owe	a	lot	to	and	we	will	be	forever	grateful.	I	
would	love	to	go	back	there	one	day,	if	the	
troubles	subside.	

8.	When	do	you	recommend	travelling	or	taking	
a	gap	year?		
I	went	for	a	full	year	the	year	in-between	my	
degree	and	PGCE	but,	as	a	teacher,	I	have	been	
lucky	enough	to	conDnue	to	travel	in	the	six	week	
summer	holidays.	I'm	probably	not	as	adventurous	
as	I	used	to	be	so	definitely	try	and	go	whilst	you	
are	young!	You	would	definitely	not	get	me	doing	
a	sky-dive	these	days!	

9.	What	do	you	expect	to	gain	from	taking	a	gap	
year?		
Having	a	ball	for	a	year!	Breaking	free	from	
'normal'	everyday	rouDne.	Experiencing	new	
things	and	learning	about	people,	cultures	
and	places.	Opening	your	mind	to	what's	out	there	
and	what's	going	on	in	the	world	that	we	live	in.			
If	you	get	the	chance	to	go,	of	course	enjoy	every	
moment	of	it,	but	it's	not	just	about	the	Dme	that	
you're	actually	experiencing	travel.	It's	also	about	
the	build	up	and	the	years	aSerwards.	It	adds	an	
extra	dimension	to	your	life	that	will	fascinate	you.		
I	have	travelled	quite	a	bit	with	friends,	family	
and,	in	the	last	few	years,	a	lot	with	my	husband	
and	very	oSen	we	will	see	something,	hear	
something	or	be	chajng	away	about	something	
and	conversaDons	will	come	back	to	some	liale	
thing	that	we	once	experienced	in	some	Dny	part	
of	the	world	and	it	will	spark	us	off	to	reminisce,	
laugh	our	heads	off,	someDmes	cry,	but	mainly	
smile	about	whatever	it	was	that	we	experienced	
on	that	occasion.		

10.	What	ac>vi>es	could	you	do	in	a	gap	year?	
Skiing,	sky	diving,	scuba	diving,	walking/climbing,	
volunteering,	partying,	white	water	raSing,	zip-
lining,	bear	hunDng,	camping,	going	to	shows	e.g.	
acrobaDcs	in	China,	Cirque	du	Soleil	in	Vegas,	
people	watching...		

Thank	you	to	the	staff	for	their	>me	and	thought.	
AEer	reading	this,	I	hope	that	you	might	feel	
inspired	to	begin	your	own	adventure.		



Applying to the 
University of Oxford – 
a group of Rainford 
Sixth Formers spend a 
couple of days 
acclimatising to life at 
the premier university. 

No one quite knew what to expect from our visit to the University of 
Oxford. We all had heard the same things; students of a high-class 
disposition sat in ornate great halls, living in archaic castles, 
ostentatiously reciting poetry. One thing we never expected was to 
find friendly students, who engaged with us throughout the Open Day. 
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A[er	a	long	journey	down	the	M6	in	a	
swelteringly	hot	minibus,	eight	Rainford	students	
took	in	the	amazing	spectacle	of	Christ	Church	
college,	where	we	would	stay	for	our	visit.	
Founded	in	1525	by	Cardinal	Wolsey,	Christ	
Church	is	the	largest	and	most	famous	college	at	
Oxford.	Christ	Church	has	produced	thirteen	of	
Britain’s	Prime	Ministers,	and	was	also	the	college	
that	Einstein	lived	in	when	he	lectured	here	on	his	
theory	of	rela5vity.	Staying	in	such	a	prominent	
and	historic	college	could	not	help	but	fill	us	with	
a	sense	of	what	we	could	achieve	in	our	own	
studies.	

	A[er	talking	in	our	lodgings,	we	took	a	
stroll	down	to	the	River	Cam	and	tried	our	hand	at	
pun5ng…as	they	say:	when	in	Rome!		

By	Josh	Fitzmaurice		

If	we	thought	the	minibus	was	hot,	that	was	
nothing	compared	to	the	metal	punt.	Thanks	to	
my	excellent	steering	and	propulsion	though,	we	
survived	the	experience	and	returned	to	the	
college	for	a	tour.	The	main	quadrangle	‘Tom	
Quad’	is	the	largest	in	Oxford	(above	photo)	and	
helps	to	create	a	real	sense	of	grandeur.	However,	
that	had	nothing	on	the	dining	hall.		

It	is	the	one	and	only	Great	Hall	used	in	the	first	
Harry	Poher	film	(a	duplicate	was	built	for	the	
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subsequent	films).	The	hall	is	ornately	decorated	
in	rich	wood	panelling,	stained	glass	windows	and	
portraits	of	scholars	from	throughout	the	
centuries,	overlooked	by	a	huge	portrait	of	Henry	
VIII,	the	college’s	founder.	Learning	that	this	is	
where	we	would	have	our	evening	meal	was	a	real	
privilege,	and	we	all	became	a	lihle	daunted	about	
using	the	correct	cutlery	and	side	plate.	You	can	
imagine	our	surprise	when	we	were	served	that	
northern	delicacy	–	fish	and	chips!	Following	our	
evening	meal,	some	of	us	played	a	quiz	the	Junior	
Common	Room	with	some	of	Oxford’s	lovely	
students,	whilst	other	degenerates	(two	of	our	
own,	who	shall	remain	nameless)	went	to	the	
lecture	theatre	to	watch	‘Love	Island’	(Einstein	
must	be	turning	in	his	grave!).	

	The	following	morning,	a[er	breakfast	
once	again	in	the	Great	Hall,	some	of	us	visited	
the	Bodleian	Library.		

With	over	13	million	texts,	it	is	the	second	biggest	
library	in	Europe	and	contains	a	copy	of	every	text	
ever	published.	In	typical	Oxford	style,	its	
architecture	was	impressive	and	imposing,	and	
the	library	itself	had	the	sweet	aroma	of	an5que	
books.		

	We	spent	the	rest	of	the	day	visi5ng	many	
of	Oxford’s	colleges	(there	are	over	40	across	the	
city)	and	ahending	a	variety	of	lectures	relevant	to	
our	subject	specialisms	and	the	applica5on	
process.	We	met	the	lecturers	and	the	students	
and	were	able	find	out	about	the	expecta5ons	of	
an	Oxford	undergraduate.	

We	le[	the	city	and	university	in	the	a[ernoon,	
feeling	inspired	and	mo5vated	to	do	the	best	we	
could	in	our	con5nuance	exams	the	following	
week.	There	may	only	be	two	or	three	out	of	the	
eight	of	us	who	will	apply	to	Oxford	or	Cambridge,	
but	even	those	who	don’t	will	be	le[	with	some	
fantas5c	memories	and	the	las5ng	feeling	that	our	
futures	are	filled	with	real	promise	and	poten5al.	

	 		

Thank	you	for	giving	us	this	experience,	Rainford	
staff	(especially	Grant	for	driving	the	minibus	and	
only	making	one	wrong	turn!).	
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