
The Fine Art & Photography Discovery List 

Starting out in Art or Photography? Good news: there are plenty of books, websites and 
magazines to help you build your skills and knowledge.  

PRACTICAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Fundamentals of Photography by Helen Drew  

The choice of basic practical books is vast so if you’re relatively new to photography then 
finding a suitable one can be a pretty overwhelming task. While by no means the most 
recent or comprehensive title, The Fundamentals of Photography offers a great overview of 
digital and analogue photography, and a solid grounding from which to go on and learn 
more. 

The Fundamentals of Digital Photography by Tim Daly  

Like the previous title, this more recent book covers the basics but with a focus specifically 
on digital photography. It includes sections on different topics – from types of equipment 
through to developing your projects around different subjects and themes and finally how 
to finish and digitally print your work. 

The Camera/The Negative/The Print by Ansel Adams  

Like many figures in photography, Ansel Adams divides opinion, but lots of photographers 
working with analogue processes still swear by his methods. This series of three books 
explores different stages in the analogue process, distilling widely accepted advice and 
mixing it with Adams’ own insights and processes. 

Strobist 

The best destination for anyone interested in developing a better command of flash lighting, 
Strobist covers everything from the most basic do’s and don’ts through to demonstrating 
complex multi-flash set ups in use in real world assignments. 

The Luminous Landscape 

While primarily focused on landscape and nature photography, The Luminous Landscape’s 
tutorials and articles are far wider ranging and much of the advice can be easily applied to 
other areas of photography. As well as practical advice on topics as diverse as filmmaking 
and aerial photography, it also includes more philosophical articles examining 
photography’s broader role and purpose. 

On Being a Photographer: a Practical Guide by David Hurn and Bill Jay 

A lengthy dialogue on all things photographic between Magnum’s David Hurn and Creative 
Camera’s Bill Jay. It might not all be as relevant as when it was first written, and many 

http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/the-fundamentals-of-photography-9782940439959/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/the-fundamentals-of-digital-photography-9782940496068/
http://www.abebooks.co.uk/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=12767904967&searchurl=an%3Dansel%2Badams%26amp%3Bbsi%3D0%26amp%3Bds%3D30%26amp%3Bsortby%3D3%26amp%3Btn%3Dthe%2Bcamera%2Bthe%2Bnegative%2Bthe%2Bprint
http://strobist.blogspot.co.uk/
http://www.luminous-landscape.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/625744.On_Being_a_Photographer


photographers will find plenty to disagree with in it, but On Being a Photographer remains a 
useful introduction to what it is to live, work and think as a photographer. 

The Association of Photographers 

The Association of Photographers site has a number of useful resources on the business side 
of photography including advice on contracts, blank downloadable forms for things like 
model releases, and a usage calculator to help answer that ever difficult question of what to 
charge for your commercial work in different situations. 

YouTube 

it might seem like an obvious suggestions but YouTube has video tutorials on pretty much 
anything you can imagine, from the basics of digital photography through to using archaic 
techniques like the daguerreotype process. If you’re keen to learn some new tricks it’s often 
a great place to start looking, and of course it’s absolutely free. 

Lynda 

A counterpoint to the free and relatively simple tutorials typically offered on YouTube, 
Lynda.com is a commercial site offering much more in depth video tutorials on a range of 
areas including photography, design, and video production. The site works on a subscription 
model, but free short term trials are also available. 

 

Careers tips for Photographers & Creatives 

Melanie King is director of London Alternative Photography Collective, co-director of 
Lumen, an art collective who run exhibitions in churches, exploring the theme of “light” 
and co-director of super/collider, a multidisciplinary arts and science agency. 

Don’t expect opportunities to be handed to you. Make your own. I started collectives with 
peers from my uni course and we rented space to show our work - this gives you more 
creative control. Just start pushing your stuff out there. 

Collaborate. Artists have more impact together. Along with some other people, I broke a 
record by making the world’s biggest cyanotype - that required a lot of teamwork. 

Don’t compare yourself to others. Instead of being in competition, work together. You can 
learn from one another. Artists suffer in isolation. Through London Alternative Photography 
Collective people share skills in techniques like pinhole and tintype photography.    

Don’t be afraid to say no. Internships and volunteering are great for experience but look 
out for your own needs and what you’re getting out of it. 

http://www.the-aop.org/
https://www.youtube.com/
http://www.lynda.com/
http://www.melaniek.co.uk/
http://lapc.format.com/
http://www.lumenstudios.org/#intro
http://www.super-collider.com/


Be open-minded about the organisations you work with - you never know how the 
experiences you get will inform your practice. Be nice to people! 

  

Alex F Webb co-founded publishing company Fourteen Nineteen (now closed), with Lewis 
Chaplin, while still at school. He graduated from the University of Brighton last year and is 
about to self-publish his IdeasTap Photographic Award-shortlisted project, BLEU, as a 
book. 

Meet people. Ask them for a coffee. You can only say so much by email.  

Take opportunities, however big or small they seem. One thing leads to another and people 
remember your name. Always try to say yes - but be wary about what you’re saying yes to.  

Reach out. Make yourself known. Go to exhibition openings and book launches. Follow up 
encounters with emails. If somebody hands you their business card and they sound 
interesting, stay in touch. 

Be active. Don’t be afraid to show people your work. Send them PDFs. I’m about to self-
publish and I’ve been approaching lots of people with it. Some don’t reply but some are 
really interested. 

Avoid trends. I spent a lot of time at uni worrying about the type of work I was supposed to 
be doing and trying to slot my work into academic theory and stopped making pictures.  

Always have free booze at your exhibition openings. It’s the best guarantee people will 
come! 

  

Helen Cammock is an artist working in photography and video and a freelance arts 
facilitator, running participatory projects for PhotoVoice, The Photographers’ Gallery and 
Open School East. From X to X she was co-director of Brighton Photo Fringe. 

Arts facilitation is a structured way of helping people to use photography to have a voice, 
to be creative, as therapy, to develop literacy, for advocacy / campaigning or to develop 
their practice.  

If you want to work in arts facilitation…  

Do some research so you understand what it involves. Go online and search “participatory 
practice” - you’ll find lots of projects. Read the recent BJP issue on photography education.  

Volunteer. You have photography skills but you don’t yet have skills in running a workshop, 
working with people, delivering a project. But make sure it’s a worthwhile opportunity; pick 
the organisations you volunteer for wisely. 

http://alexfwebb.com/the-news/
http://home.fourteen-nineteen.com/
http://alexfwebb.com/bleu/
http://www.helencammock.co.uk/
http://www.photovoice.org/
http://openschooleast.org/
http://www.photofringe.org/


Know why you’re doing it. Does the project make sense? Why would you be good at 
running it? Continually question yourself and your motives in terms of ethics. 

Work with other organisations. When starting out, especially, make sure that they’ll 
support you.    

Also, more generally...  

Don’t feel that you have to be fully-formed. You have a whole life ahead. I came to 
photography quite late through an evening course after doing a few different jobs - social 
work, youth projects. It gave me a new way of looking at the world. I went back to uni as a 
mature student.  

Get out there and exhibit. It’s really important to learn the practicalities of setting up a 
show - printing, editing, hanging and speaking about your work. 

Enjoy it. Be true to yourself and what you want to say to the world through your 
photography. 

Online Resources 
The Student Art Guide helps students in a wide 

range of high school Art qualifications, such as 

IGCSE, GCSE, A Level, NCEA, AP Studio and IB Art. 

 

All resources are free. www.studentartguide.com 

 

Are you passionate about turning your art into a career? 

If so, your first stop should be the web. There are loads of great websites online where you 
can find guidance, news, research, images, communities, and more. Here is a list of 20 sites 
perfect for students studying visual arts:  

Photoshop.com – Every art student has worked with Adobe Photoshop at one point. This 
online version is similar, allowing you to edit, get ideas, share, and store—all while working 
directly on the web.  

https://www.photoshop.com/


DeviantArt – DeviantArt is an online art community where students can share work, chat 
with others, get critiques, and sell work. The forums on this site are an excellent place to 
find jobs and more.  

MyFonts – This innovative site is for web designers who aren’t sure exactly what font they 
want to use. MyFonts allows you to search fonts, has font identification, and font experts 
for guidance.  

Tutorialized – Tutorialized is a tutorial website loaded with thousands of free tutorials for 
Photoshop and Flash. Students can find tutorials that range from the basics to creating web 
layouts.  

QVectors – QVectors has free, quality vector images that will fit any student’s needs.  

MorgueFile – MorgueFile is a free public image archive. Art students can find loads of high 
resolution images that can be used for personal or commercial projects.  

Adobe Market and Exchange – Every digital art student that uses Photoshop or Adobe 
products has to check out the Adobe Market and Exchange. This site is full of freeware and 
services that extend creative possibilities.  

Art Tutorials Wiki – Art Tutorials Wiki is a free tutorial site for technical and digital artists. In 
addition to tutorials, the site also features free stock images.  

ArtLex – With over 3,600 art terms, ArtLex is an all-inclusive art dictionary. This handy 
website is a great reference for artists, students, and educators.  

Art Studio Chalkboard – The Art Studio Chalkboard assists artists with the technical 
fundamentals of painting and drawing. Created specifically for art students, this online 
source teaches shading, color, and perspective.  

DreamsTime – DreamsTime is an online stock photography warehouse that sells images for 
as little as 20 cents or free. More than five million images are available.  

FreeStockPhotos – Just as the name implies, FreeStockPhotos is an excellent resource to 
find photos for digital projects. Photos include a variety of landscapes–from weather and 
flowers to Athens and Egypt.  

Color Matters – Color Matters is a good place to find everything color. Artists can find the 
best ways to use color for design and study basic color theory.  

EyeFetch – College artists looking to meet others who share their passion for art will love 
EyeFetch. This online art community features art news, contests, groups, displays, and so 
much more. 

Art a GoGo – Art a GoGo is a refreshing art news site that provides news, reviews, art links, 
and art events.  

http://www.deviantart.com/
http://new.myfonts.com/
http://www.tutorialized.com/tutorials/Photoshop/1
http://qvectors.com/
http://www.morguefile.com/
http://www.adobe.com/cfusion/exchange/
http://artwiki.wikidot.com/
http://www.artlex.com/
http://studiochalkboard.evansville.edu/
http://www.dreamstime.com/
http://www.freestockphotos.com/
http://www.colormatters.com/entercolormatters.html
http://www.eyefetch.com/
http://www.artagogo.com/


Artcyclopedia – Students looking for an online replacement for heavy art history books will 
find what they need on Artcyclopedia. This online encyclopedia includes information on 
everything from great artists to movements.  

ArtDaily – ArtDaily is an online newspaper that covers art events around the world.  

FreeVectors – FreeVectors is an online gallery that offers shapes, icons, diagrams, banners, 
and other tools to help improve layouts.  

Saatchi – Saatchi is a worldwide online art gallery. The site was created for art students who 
want to meet others around the globe, display work, and get critiques.  

ArtSchools.com – This excellent online directory for art schools answers questions students 
have about college. Visitors can find schools, financial aid, books and supplies, career 
information, and other valuable resources.  

 

The 15 best photography websites 

Are you into photography? Or want to develop your skills behind the lens? Then 

check out these top photography websites. 

The web is full of endless resources and tutorials on the subject of photography, 

but sometimes too much choice can be confusing so we've picked the 15 top 

photography websites that will really help you get to grips the medium. If you want 

to take things to the next level, why not find the best Photoshop tutorials and be 

inspired by some great examples of still life photography too? 

01. DIY Photography 

 

DIY Photography has been running for 10 years and is rammed with useful advice 

Started in 2006 as a place for gear-lusting photographers, DIY Photography is a great place 
to pick up expert advice and read about the latest kit. Written by photographers for 
photographers, it's heavy on the tutorials with about 1,200 useful how-to articles online, 

http://www.artcyclopedia.com/
http://www.artdaily.com/index.asp
http://www.freevectors.net/
http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/stuart/
http://www.artschools.com/books-supplies/
http://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design-tips/photoshop-tutorials-1232677
http://www.creativebloq.com/photography/still-life-photography-1131688
http://www.diyphotography.net/


plus a whole load of DIY articles that'll help you build your own gear rather than splash out 
on expensive kit. 

02. iPhone Photography School 

 

Don't have a DSLR? You can still take excellent photos with your phone 

Just because you don't have a heavyweight camera, doesn't mean that you can't still take 
beautiful photos. iPhone Photography School has one simple aim: to help you take better 
photos with your iPhone than most people can with a DSLR, and it does this with plenty of 
in-depth tutorials covering photography techniques and photo editing, as well as inspiring 
articles and regular competitions so you can pit your new-found skills against others. 

03. Digital Photography Review 

 

Digital Photography Review is bursting at the virtual seams with all the sector's latest news and 

product reviews 

Touted as the number one destination for everything digital photography related, Digital 
Photography Review is bursting at the virtual seams with all the sector's latest news and 
product reviews. Complete with video tutorials, buying guides and forums, there's plenty on 
this photography website to keep you hooked and clicking back for more. 

http://iphonephotographyschool.com/
http://www.dpreview.com/


04. PhotoNotes 

 

PhotoNotes is a free information resource for the online community 

Created and maintained by NK Guy, PhotoNotes is a free information resource for the online 
community, which is still going strong since being set up in 2002. With articles and reviews 
written by people who genuinely care about and use a range of cameras, PhotoNote is a 
refreshing change to advertorial-based review photography websites. A fantastic resource if 
you're looking to by a new camera and need some honest opinions. 

05. About.com: Photography 

 

About.com: Photography is both an advice centre and repository of extensive further reading 

Written by a host of photography experts, About.com: Photography is both an advice centre 
and repository of extensive further reading. Once on this photography website, you'll be 
clicking from one useful video to another before veering off down a rabbit hole of 
enlightening articles. There's plenty to enjoy here, just make sure that you don't get lost. 

06. PopPhoto 

 

http://photonotes.org/
http://photography.about.com/
http://www.popphoto.com/


PopPhoto is a brilliant all-round photography website 

Full of tutorials, news, reviews and beautiful photos, PopPhoto is a brilliant all-round 
photography website. With a plethora of interesting and useful articles, advice and 
inspirational imagery, you'll find yourself lost in this site for hours. 

07. Digital Photography School 

 

Digital Photographers School aims to help photographers get the most out of their cameras 

Digital photography enthusiast Darren Rowse is the man behind Digital Photography School, 
a site which aims to help photographers get the most out of their cameras. With sections 
including tips and tutorials, cameras and equipment and post production, there's barely 
anything left uncovered. The site also boasts a very active forum, which is definitely worth a 
look. 

08. Photography Week 

 

Photography Week is a community driven tablet-only magazine 

Tablet-only magazine Photography Week has been a phenomenal success since it launched. 
It is aimed at enthusiastic photographers from all over the world and showcases the best 
international photography plus features tips and interviews with professional 
photographers from every continent – this regularly-updated blog gives you a taster of the 
full Photography Week experience. 

http://digital-photography-school.com/
http://photographyweek.tumblr.com/


09. Picture Perfect 

 

This channel from Vice is full of insightful photography documentaries 

Say what you like about Vice magazine but their photo documentary channel Picture Perfect 
is so full of photography inspiration, you'll happily lose a day or two to it. Following 
influential photographers around the world, these insightful films will have you grabbing 
your camera in no time. 

10. Strobist 

 

Strobist is a must for anyone just starting out with light 

Strobist is about one thing: Learning how to use off-camera flash with your DSLR to take 
your photos to the next level. Or the next 10 levels. If you're a complete beginner at lighting, 
no worries. The free Lighting 101 course starts from the very beginning, and can get you up 
and running fast. 

11. Camerabag.tv 

 

http://www.vice.com/en_uk/picture-perfect
http://strobist.blogspot.co.uk/2006/02/welcome-to-strobist.html
http://www.camerabag.tv/


Head here to see the best up-and-coming photographers 

Camerabag.tv is all about celebrating image-makers and highlighting the beauty and style of 
the camera. Their mission is to raise the profile of emerging photographers while also 
providing an intimate glimpse of the workspace and trade tools of the Masters. This is 
photography inspiration at its best! 

12. Foto8 

 

Foto8 host some brilliantly inspirational talks and workshops 

Foto8 connects documentary photographers, authors and audiences creating interactive 
displays, photography exhibitions, books and magazine publications. Based in London, Foto8 
hosts face-to-face film screenings, talks, and seminars in its purpose-built premises in 
Honduras Street. 

13. Digital Camera World 

 

Visit Digital Camera World for daily news, tip, tutorials, reviews and much more 

Digital Camera World provides a definitive guide to digital SLR photography and is full of 
articles that will show you how to improve any digital photo. The site is organised clearly, 
which sections including tutorials, reviews, news and beginner for easy navigation. Updated 
daily, the site is full of inspirational imagery. 

http://www.foto8.com/new/
http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/


14. 500px 

 

Connect with like-minded people at online photography community 500px 

If it's inspirational images you're after then look no further than 500px. Founded by Oleg 
Gutsol and Evgeny Tchebotarev, this online photography community is a place to gain 
exposure, find inspiration and connect with other photographers. The site has had a recet 
redesign, and with a library of over six million photos you'll never run out of pretty pictures 
to look at. 

15. The Photo Argus 

 

Find helpful tips, tricks and techniques on photography blog The Photo Argus 

The Photo Argus is a online resource for photographers - from novice users to advanced. 
The site provides useful information, inspiration, techniques, photographer showcases and 
more. Find what you're looking for using the organised 'Topics' section or look at the most 
up to date articles in the helpful 'Recent Articles' list. 

 

http://500px.com/
http://www.thephotoargus.com/

