
                 

A LEVEL HISTORY 

DISCOVERY LIST  

 

WHAT IS A DISCOVERY LIST? 

Here you will find recommendations from the History department here at Rainford Sixth 

Form which will help you explore the academic discipline at a deeper level and extend your 

knowledge beyond the classroom. 

 

REFERENCE BOOKS: 

General  
AQA Britain 1951-2007, Student Book 
AQA Russia 1855-1964, Student Book 
S J Lee, Aspects of British Political History, 1914-45 
D Murphy, Britain 1914-2000 
D Childs, Britain since 1945 
A Marwick, The Sixties 
A Seldon, Blair’s Britain 1997-2007 
Dominic Sandbrook, White Heat 
S Waller, Tsarist Russia 1855-1917 
J Laver, Triumph and Collapse, the Soviet Union, 1941-1991 
G Darby, The Russian Revolution 
 
Biographies and first- hand accounts 
I Deutscher, Stalin 
R Service, Lenin, a biography 
D Lieven, Nicholas II, Emperor of all the Russias 
C Becker, Thatcher 
P Routledge, Harold Wilson 
M Temple, Tony Blair 
 
VISUAL SOURCES AND WEBSITES 
Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain, DVD 2entertain, 2009 
http://www.news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin 
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=46  

 

 

http://www.news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=46


The exam board website.  The complete syllabus is downloadable from here, 

www.aqa.org.uk 

http://www.hsc.csu.edu.auhttp://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=uid 

(Username: rainfordhtc / Password: college) 

The Sixth Form has invested in a collection of databases that will assist A level students in 

independent research.  The ‘Points of View’ database is perfect for opinion/discussion 

based topics and the ‘Student Research Centre’ is useful for almost anything!  

PBS Online  

PBS has a great source for information on a myriad of historical events and personalities. 

PBS’s assorted and diverse web exhibits supplement specific individual television series and 

generally include a resume of each episode, interviews (often with sound bites), a timeline, 

a glossary, photos, and links.  

The History Place 

This informative site features worthwhile exhibits (e.g., American Revolution, Holocaust, 

Civil War), special presentations, essays, homework aids.  Categories include American 

History, World History, History on Television, and Biographies.  

https://www.history.ac.uk/ 

The institute of historical research provides a wealth of information for History students.  

They also provide podcasts which are sometimes useful and relevant to the course. 

 

ARTICLES: 

 Anything from the Modern History Review will broaden your overall Historical 

knowledge.  The History department has a large collection of the magazines in E109 

which you are welcome to borrow. 

 

HISTORICAL DOCUMENTARIES/FILMS: 

There are numerous programmes which will be of benefit to the British module, 

 Brassed Off  

 Billy Elliot 

 Scandal – based on the Profumo Affair 

 Any TV programmes from the period – you can view these on YouTube 

 Seven Up – following the fortunes of a group of children through different ages 

 Cathy Come Home – to illustrate the social problems of the 1960s 
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PLACES TO VISIT / EVENTS: 

 The Imperial War Museum Manchester – frequently has exhibitions relating to both 
modules 

 Local universities often have lectures which are open to sixth form students.  They are 
excellent to broaden your knowledge of the A level course.  You can also take advantage 
of their extensive libraries. 

 The Picton library in Liverpool has a vast source of reference books on all areas of 
History – this will be especially useful for research for your personal investigation. 

 

OTHER: 

 Try to get into reading a broadsheet newspaper weekly (The Times / The Independent / 
The Guardian) 

 Try to make use of the resources on the Historical Association website.  They have a 
section especially for students with a great deal of help and advice.  They also offer 
information about studying History at competitive universities and what to expect when 
studying for a History degree. – www.history.org.uk 

 Try to watch a current affairs TV programme – Question Time is especially useful as you 
will see a range of views aired and discussed. 
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