
 

 

WHAT IS A DISCOVERY LIST? 

In addition to focussing on your assignment briefs, there is an opportunity for all business 

studies students to enrich their knowledge and understanding of the wider business world. 

Here are some examples of how you as an inquisitive student may go about doing this. 

INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE/PERSONS OF INTEREST: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Jones (Net worth $367 M) 

Peter Jones is a well-known business tycoon 
and recent star of the popular BBC2 
television series “Dragon’s Den“. 

Peter has interests in several major 
industries such as television, mobile phones, 
travel/leisure, and real estate. 

Jones obviously believes in “paying it 
forward” to some degree, as he recently 
persuaded former UK Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown to create an academy in London for 

up-and-coming UK entrepreneurs. 

 

 
 
 

Simon Cowell (net worth $400) 

Perhaps most famous for his brutal honesty 
during his tenure on the famous television show 
“American Idol” (and more recently with “X 
Factor”), Simon Cowell earned his fortune as a 
music executive and television producer. Cowell 
got his start working in the mail room of EMI 
Music Publishing, a company in which his father 
held an executive position. Simon managed to 
work his way up the ranks until he eventually 
broke away to form his own record label, E&S 
Music. After a wildly successful stint on American 
Idol, Cowell now owns a new record company 
known as Syco, along with its sister television 
production outfit, SycoTV.The combined salaries 
of Simon’s various television and music ventures 
reportedly earns him a cool $95 million each 
year. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Cowell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Cowell


 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

J.K Rowling (Net worth $1 Bn) 

A Gloucestershire native, J.K. Rowling is most 
famous for authoring the immensely popular 
Harry Potter series of books, which later became 
immensely popular movies as well. 

Rowling is the first author in history ever to 
achieve a net worth of $1 billion, and is currently 
one of the wealthiest private citizens in the UK. 

 
 
 
 
Alan Sugar (Net worth $1.14 Bn) 

Popularly known as Lord Sugar and now Baron 
Sugar, Alan Sugar made his fortune in the 
consumer electronics industry, creating the 
popular computer brand known as Amstrad (short 
for “Alan Michael Sugar Trading“), which he 
later sold to BSkyB for roughly $187 million in 
July of 2007. 

Amstrad presently owns a number of business 
interests including a digital signage company, a 
property investment company and an executive 
aviation company. Sugar recently achieved TV 
star status due to his role on the BBC reality 
series called “The Apprentice“, basically 
becoming the British equivalent of Donald Trump. 

 

 
 
 

James Dyson (Net worth $4.5Bn) 

A London native, Sir Richard Branson is CEO of 
the Virgin Group, a conglomerate of companies 
that includes Virgin Mobile, Virgin Airways and 
Virgin Megastores. He is known just as much for 
his exuberant and eccentric personality as he is 
for his extravagant wealth. 

Richard Branson is also a noted philanthropist, 
having donated hundreds of millions of dollars to 
various charitable and environmentally conscious 
causes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://addicted2success.com/news/the-top-10-uk-entrepreneurs-britains-richest-and-wealthiest-entrepreneurs/
http://addicted2success.com/success-advice/richard-bransons-7-rules-to-live-by-for-the-ultimate-success/


AREAS WHICH YOU MAY WANT TO RESEARCH TO DEVELOP YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE/INTEREST IN BUSINESS  

 The impact BREXIT 

 The impact of increasing & decreasing interest rates on business’s 

 The MINT & BRIC economies 

 How can Facebook be good for Business? 

 Does the link of pay to performance really make employees loyal? 

 Is Business leadership a skill that can be learned? 

 The winners & Losers during the Recession 

 

T V PROGRAMMES AND FILMS  

The Apprentice  The Apprentice is a British reality game show in 
which a group of aspiring businesswomen and 
men compete for the chance to win a £250,000 
investment from British business magnet, Alan 
Sugar towards a business of the candidate's 
creation, with Sugar as a 50% owner. 

Dragons Den  Dragons' Den is a reality television format 
featuring entrepreneurs pitching their 
business ideas in order to secure investment 
finance from a panel of ‘super rich’ Business 
experts. 

BBC news  Current affairs  

Billions Billions is an American television drama series 
created by Brian Koppelman, David Levien and 
Andrew Ross Sorkin, starring Paul Giamatti and 
Damian Lewis. The series is loosely based on the 
activities of crusading federal prosecutor of 
financial crimes Preet Bharara, the U.S. Attorney 
for the Southern District of New York. 

Wall Street The archetypal business film that gave the world 
Gordon Gekko, the corporate raider whose 
mantra is "greed is good", who signs up Bud Fox 
to help him with some insider trading. 

Inside Job The global financial meltdown that took place 
in 2008 caused millions of jobs and home 
losses and plunged the USA into a deep 
economic recession. This film looks at 
elements that led to the collapse. 

The Big Short Michael Lewis’ 2010 book about the causes 
of the financial crisis. 

Citizen Kane (1941) Considered by many to be the greatest film ever 
made, this Orson Welles drama follows the life of 
Charles Foster Kane, a character based mostly 
on the American media magnate William 
Randolph Hearst. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brian_Koppelman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Levien
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Ross_Sorkin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Giamatti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damian_Lewis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preet_Bharara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Attorney_for_the_Southern_District_of_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Attorney_for_the_Southern_District_of_New_York


NEWSPAPERS 

Reading newspapers is considered to be very useful in term of university 
applications and being in touch with current affairs.  

AND FINALLY BOOKS FOR FUN 

Title…… Information….. 
Think & Grow Rich Napoleon Hill 
Purple Cow Seth Godin 
Competitive strategy Michael E Porter 
What you see is what 
you get 

Alan Sugar 

Losing my Virginity Sir Richard Branson 

 

 


