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	 	 	 	 	Introducing…		
					Rainford	6th	Form’s	‘Magazine	Team’	

	 	 	 	 	 							
	 	 	 	 	 						 		

	 		 		 		

My	name	is	Ben.	My	hobbies	are	football,	music	and	films.	I	am	studying	English	
Language,	History	and	Media.	I	hope	to	have	a	career	in	‘sports	journalism’	and	I	
hope	that	wri;ng	some	ar;cles	for	this	magazine	will	help	me	boost	my	skills	in	
this	field.	

My	name	is	James.	My	interests	are	football,	movies	(both	classic	and	modern),	
video	games,	pro	wrestling	and	current	physics.	I	have	always	wanted	to	
experience	some	sort	of	journalism.	I	like	to	write	about	forthcoming	scien;fic	
discoveries	and	current	research,	such	as	the	work	at	Sno	Labs.	

My	name	is	Tom.	My	hobbies	include	video	games	and	researching	interes;ng	
criminal	cases	–	especially	serial	killers.	I	am	studying	Maths,	Geography	and	
Economics,	and,	in	the	future,	would	like	to	go	to	university	and	work	in	a	
Geography	related	job	-	I’m	just	not	quite	sure	what	that	is	yet.	

My	name	is	Zach.	I	study	Maths,	Further	Maths,	Chemistry	and	Physics.	My	
ambi;on	is	to	study	Engineering	at	university.	I	have	a	passion	for	all	aspects	of	
basketball,	from	playing	to	coaching	to	refereeing.	I	also	have	a	passion	for	STEM	
and	run	a	science	club.	I	have	won	several	science	compe;;ons	in	the	past.	

My	name	is	Tony.	I	am	interested	in	poli;cs	and	public	speaking.	I	am	currently	
studying	Poli;cs,	History	and	Maths.	I	would	like	to	go	on	to		study	either	a	
Poli;cal	Science	degree,	or	do	an	appren;ceship	as	a	Civil	Servant	and	work	in	
Parliament.	

My	name	is	Harry.	I	like	listening	to	music	and	skateboarding,	with	my	favourite	
band	being	the	Beatles	and	my	favourite	skater	being	Aaron	Homoki.	I’m	also	very	
interested	in	journalism	and	doing	this	magazine	is	the	perfect	chance	for	me	to	
show	what	I’m	capable	of	with	my	wri;ng.	I’d	love	to	go	into	journalism	one	day.	

My	name	is	Rachael.	I’ve	always	had	a	passion	for	wri;ng,	par;cularly	crea;ve	
wri;ng.	I’ve	also	been	fascinated	by	filmmaking	and	I’ve	recently	developed	the	
aspira;on	of	wan;ng	to	become	a	film	cri;c.	I	have	an	interest	in	almost	anything	
crea;ve.	

My	name	is	Jessica.	I	study	Maths,	Computer	Science	and	Performing	Arts.	I	am	
very	interested	in	a	career	in	cyber	security.	I’m	always	busy	and	enjoy	mar;al	arts,	
dance,	weapon	figh;ng,	Na;onal	Ci;zen	Service	and	Duke	of	Edinburgh.	I	like	my	
life	to	be	busy	–	it	keeps	things	exci;ng.		



McLaren	–	A	rare	insight	into	
the	UK’s	supercar	industry	

	 	 	 	 	 							

	 	 	 	 	 						 		
	 		 		 		

Although	it	was	a	biXer	morning,	the	day	was	
filled	 with	 clear	 skies	 and	 warm	 light,	 as	 if	
providing	a	peace-offering	to	make	up	 for	 the	
day	 before.	 Upon	 arriving	 at	 the	 outskirts	 of	
McLaren,	we	were	greeted	at	the	security	gate	
and	explained	who	we	were	and	why	we	were	
there.	 To	 our	 surprise,	 most	 of	 what	 lay	
beyond	 that	 barrier	 was	 mostly	 natural	 land,	
rather	than	a	dull	 industrial	site,	 like	most	car	
factories.	We	already	knew,	at	 this	point,	 that	
the	 building	 was	 set	 out	 in	 the	 shape	 of	 a	
famous	 Chinese	 symbol	 –	 of	 yin	 yang	 -	 with	
one-half	being	the	building	itself	and	the	other	
half	 being	 a	 breath-taking,	 man-made	 lake,	
which	 framed	 the	 whole	 landscape	 with	 a	
reflected	warm	glow.	
Once	 we	 had	 entered	 the	 building,	 we	 were	
promptly	led	into	a	glass	elevator,	of	which	the	
thought	 of	 what	 lay	 below	 us	 was	 quite	
uncertain.	 We	 then	 followed	 an	 open	 and		
winding	 walkway	 that	 was	 suspended	 above	
the	 lower	floor,	 leading	us	 to	a	small	mee;ng	
area.	 Here,	 we	 were	 greeted	 with	
refreshments	and	somewhere	to	sit	whilst	we	
waited	for	Alan	Foster	-	Opera;ons	Director	at	
McLaren.	 As	 soon	 as	 we	 were	 introduced	 to	
Alan,	 it	 was	 clear	 that	 he	 was	 a	 man	 of	
confidence;	someone	who	was	very	passionate	
about	 his	 job	 and	 he	 could	 easily	 be	 a	
mo;va;onal	speaker.	Alan	explained	to	us	that	
we	 would	 undoubtedly	 be	 mind-blown	 a_er	
the	 tour.	We	 then	went	back	downstairs,	 and	
the	 tour	 of	 McLaren	 began.	 Alan	 first	
addressed	 the	 architecture	 of	 the	 building,	
which	was	 very	 important,	 and	 used	 in	 order	
to	psychologically		

mo;vate	 the	 factory	 workers.	 The	 yin	 yang	
shape	 of	 the	 building	 had	 been	 chosen	 to	
create	a	sense	of	unity	-	of	how	opposite	forces	
can	 actually	 compliment	 each	 other,	
represen;ng	a	‘togetherness’	in	the	workplace.	
One	 advantage	 of	 this	 is	 that,	 when	 inside,	
from	one	end	of	the	building,	you	are	unable	to	
see	 the	 other	 end.	 Moreover,	 this	 can	 also	
reflect	how	we	are	unable	to	see	the	future	of	
our	 lives	 and	 the	 fact	 that	 we	 have	 to	 work	
hard	 in	 order	 to	 reach	 our	 goals.	 The	 main	
open	 area	 of	 the	 building	 (which	 we	 were	
standing	 in),	 was	 designed	 in	 a	 way	 that	 the	
workers	could	come	together	in	this	sec;on,	in	
order	to	get	to	the	cafeteria,	which	encourages	
everybody	to		socialise.	
It	was	 a_er	 this	 that	Alan	 explained	 to	 us	 the	
significance	 of	 each	 car	 that	was	 presented	 in	
the	main	 hall	 of	 the	 building.	 One	 of	 the	 first	
cars	he	showed	us	was	the	first	car	ever	made	
by	McLaren.	 It	 was	 a	 boxy	 shape	 -	 very	 small	
and	 fairly	 low	 to	 the	 ground.	 Despite	 scuff	
marks	to	the	wheels	and	the	fact	that	it	looked	
like	 its	 top	 speed	was	 only	 about	 5	mph,	 this	
car	is	literally	priceless	–	in	other	words,	it			

As	 part	 of	 Rainford	 Sixth	 Form’s	 enrichment	 programme	 of	
magazine	 workshops,	 Harrison	 F.	 Carter	 offered	 us	 the	
opportunity	to	take	a	trip	to	McLaren	F1,	just	outside	of	London.	
McLaren	are	an	F1	team	and	supercar	manufacturing	company	–	
well-known	for	their	championship-winning	race	cars.		

We	were	introduced	to	OperaOons	Director,	Alan	Foster,	who	was	
able	 to	 give	 us	 a	 rare	 tour,	 and	 answer	 any	 quesOons	 that	 we	
had,	for	us	to	feature		in	our	college	magazine.	
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By		
Rachael	
Davies	



For	those	who	are	clumsy,	it	may	have	raised	
the	ques;on	of	what	would	happen	if	this	car	
where	to	be	damaged.	I	can	only	assume	the	
answer	would	be	immediate	execu;on.	I	
thought	it	best	not	to	ask.	We	then	began	to	
progress	onto	later	models	and,	by	about	the	
third	car,	we	could	see	the	development	of	
wings	being	added.	It	was	originally	theorized	
that	if	planes	had	wings	turned	up,	it	would	
make	them	fly	upwards,	so,	if	a	car	had	wings	
facing	downwards,	it	would	be	forced	even	
lower	to	the	ground.	On	the	earlier	models	of	
this	discovery,	the	wings	were	used	in	a	way	
that	looked	very	similar	to	how	planes	used	
them,	but	as	models	evolved,	you	could	see	
how	the	wings	were	refined	each	;me	-	
eventually	becoming	recognizable	as	the	front	
and	back	wings	that	can	be	seen	on	McLaren	
F1	cars	today.		
We	were	also	introduced	to	some	products	
that	could	be	considered	unconven;onal	to	
the	company,	such	as	the	‘soap	box	go-kart’.	
Despite	the	image	of	this	seeming	as	though	it	
may	not	fit	in	with		its	sophis;cated	
surroundings,	it	was	obvious	that	this	wasn’t	
just	any	soap	box.	With	its	sleek	and	expensive	
design,	it	looked	like	transport	from	the	future.	
Because	the	building	had	such	an	open	design,	
we	could	see	people	working	on	the	designs	
and	logis;cs	of	the	modern	cars,	and	not	just	
the	ones	for	the	purpose	of	racing.	We	were	
shown	into	other	areas	of	the	building	that	
gave	us	a	front	row	seat	to	seeing	different	
processes	of	tes;ng	and	manufacturing.	At	
one	point,	we	came	to	a	long	corridor	that	felt	
as	if	it	could	have	lead	to	another	dimension.	
Regardless	of	the	building	being	over	a	decade	
old,	this	white,	polished	corridor	was	spotless,	

6		

dipping	ini;ally	before	slowly	star;ng	to	
incline.	Alan	explained	that	this	design	was	
supposed	to	make	us	feel	physiological	
an;cipa;on.	And	it	did.	A_er	a	series	of	stairs	
and	corridors,	we	found	ourselves	upon		a	
balcony	that	overlooked	the	assembly	lines	of	
the	supercar	produc;on.	It	was	not	dull	or	
claustrophobic,	but	colourful	and	bustling	with	
life	-	almost	like	watching	a	colony	of	ants,	all	
working	together	and	producing	cars	in	every	
colour.	It	was	almost	surprising	that	there	
weren’t	any	Oompa	Loompas.	Unfortunately,	
we	weren’t		allowed	to	take	photos	of	what	lay	
beneath	due	to	the	fact	that	there	were	some	
cars	that	are	yet	to	be	released.		
The	tour	itself	was	coming	to	an	end	so	we	
then	sat	down	in	a	conference	room	and	were	
provided	with	some	of	the	best	quality	food.	
McLaren	employ	Michelin	starred	chefs	to	
prepare	their	food.	We	had	the	best	steak	
possible	-	it	prac;cally	melted	in	our	mouths.	
We	then	began	the	interview	process.	Thinking	
it	was	impossible	to	have	anymore	respect	for	
Alan	and	his	work	ethic,	the	interview	meant	
that	he	graduated	to	a	saint	in	our	eyes.	The	
interview	can	also	be	found	in	this	magazine.	
Finally,	our	day	at	McLaren	was	brought	to	an	
end	in	a	room	that	was	used	for	hos;ng	
clients.	We	finished	the	interview	here,	gaining	
even	more	knowledge	and	wisdom	from	Alan	
as	well	as	being	given	the	opportunity	to	
explore	the	room.	This	room	allowed	clients	to	
make	specifica;on	decisions	on	how	they	
wanted	their	McLaren		supercar	to	look,	
providing	op;ons	for	the	paint	job,	the	interior	
and	even	something	so	small	as	the	colour	of	
the	s;tching	on	the	seats.	Not	to	men;on	that	
this	room	also	contained	one	of	McLaren’s	
latest	720S	models,	in	a	dark,	metallic	crimson	
shade,	and	it	was	slowly	rota;ng	on	a	
revolving	sec;on	of	floor.	Alan	insisted	that	we	
each	take	a	seat	in	it,	whilst	we	had	our	photos	
taken.	We	then	finished	our	day	outside,	with	
a	view	of	the	sun	sefng	over	the	lake,	and	
then,	reluctantly,	we	said	our	goodbyes.		

A	reflec;on	of	our	day	con;nues	over	the	
page.	



Our	 day	 at	 McLaren	 was	 truly	 an	 eye-
opening	 experience,	 and	 one	 that	 I	 don’t	
think	any	of	us	will	forget	for	the	rest	of	our	
lives.	 It	 showed	 us	 that	 hard	 work	 is	
rewarded,	with	a	working	environment	that	
has	 the	 power	 to	 inspire	 and	 mo;vate	
anyone.	Alan	made	a	very	valid	point,	in	the	
sense	 that	 if	 you	 don’t	 love	 what	 you	 do,	
you	 need	 to	 stop	 doing	 it.	 Hard	 work	 will	
only	get	you	so	far	in	a	place	like	McLaren;	it	
is	 important	 that	 we	 are	 passionate	 about	
our	 jobs,	 otherwise,	 there	 is	 almost	 no	
point.		
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A	massive	thank	you	to	Harrison	F.	
Carter	and	Alan	Foster	for	organising	
our	visit	-	and	to	McLaren	for	allowing	
us	to	invade	their	workspace!	It	was	
an	amazing	experience	and	one	that	
we	will	never	forget.	

To	view	more	photos	from	the	day,	
see	the	TwiVer	page:	
@InCreaOveMind	–	with	the	posts	of	
our	day	being	found	on	3rd	December	
2018.		



ApprenOceships	and	the	
manufacturing	industry.	
What	skills	are	required?	

																																																		By	Zach	Cunningham		

Many	of	us	may	wonder	what	it	would	be	like	to	work	in	a	high	paid	job,	and	in	a	luxury	
industry	such	as	the	supercar	business.	Well,	in	this	interview,	Alan	Foster	tells	all…	

Why	did	you	choose	to	study	Manufacturing	
Engineering	 -	 OperaOons	 Management	 at	
LJM	over	other	engineering	programmes	like	
mechanical	engineering?	
I	 ini;ally	 did	 a	 part	 ;me	 degree	 learning	
about	 thermodynamics,	 before	 studying	
mechanical	 engineering	 during	 a	 founda;on	
degree.	In	my	first	role,	as	a	tool	maker,	I	was	
excited	 by	 computer-controlled	 machines,	
opera;ons	 management	 and	 human	
resources	 -	 with	 this	 being	 based	 around	
problem	 solving	 and	 materials	 technology.	
This	 led	 me	 to	 wan;ng	 to	 base	 my	 career	
around	 manufacturing	 engineering	 and	 to	
become	a	broad-based	engineer,	 instead	of	a	
specialist	one.	
Why	do	you	think	that	you	chose	to	do	what	
you	do?	
I	think	that	career	and	life	choices	are	like	
physical	exercise	-	you	get	mentally	agile	by	
facing	your	fears	and	challenging	yourself.	
I	can	trace	that	I	have	made	seven	primary		
choices	in	my	working	life,	with	each	one	by		
my	having	chosen	the	harder	route	–	pushing		
myself	mentally. 	
Did	 your	 dissertaOon	 on	 shib	 paVerns	 and	
producOvity	 rates	 shape	 how	 you	 are	 as	 a	
manager	at	McLaren?	
I	grew	up	in	a	culture	where	you	worked	6		
days	and	week	and	did	Saturday	over;me		
and	when	they	finished	at	65	they	would		
most	likely	pass	away	from	over	working		

your	 body.	 From	 my	 research,	 I	 ploXed	
peoples’	 performance	 over	 ;me	 and	
understood	that	when	working	40	hours	per	
week,	they	worked	most	effec;vely,	and	that	
anything	 over	 that,	 people	 became	 less	
effec;ve.	 This	 led	 to	 the	 atmosphere	 and	
ethos	of	McLaren,	where	we	promote	people	
going	for	a		walk	around	the	site,	going	to	the	
gym,	having	a	coffee	and,	when	they	need	to,	
to	 just	take	a	break	-	so	when	they	get	back	
to	 work	 they	 are	 way	 more	 efficient	 than	
they	would	have	been	if	just	working	straight	
through.		
How	 has	 concentraOng	 on	 human	 labour	
over	roboOcs	helped	at	McLaren?	
It	was	a	fairly	easy	decision,	as	when	you	are	
making	over30	cars	per	hour,	 it	makes	a	 	 lot	
of	 sense	 to	 use	 robots.	 However,	 we	 do	 12	
cars	per	hour.	Building	8	different	 cars	 all	 at	
once,	 with	 over	 10	 million	 configura;on	
op;ons,	 is	way	 to	 complex	 to	 programme	 a	
machine	to	do.		

An	Interview	with	Alan	Foster	from	Liverpool	
	-	OperaOons	Director	at	McLaren.		
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Using	 robo;cs	 only	 works	 on	 a	 mass	 scale	
with	a	high	output	 rate.	Using	human	 labour	
effec;vely	 means	 that	 we	 have	 an	 infinitely	
programmable	 worker	 that	 can	 con;nually	
self-assess.	
Which	 markets	 does	 McLaren	 need	 to	
breakthrough	 into	 to	 help	 generate	 greater	
profits	and	how	does	it	aim	to	do	that?	
I	 think	 that	 the	 market	 we	 are	 in,	 which	 is	
mid-engine	sports	cars,	super	cars	-	which	has	
had	a	seismic	change	 in	 it	 -	only	has	a	select	
sized	market.	 It	 can’t	 grow	much	 bigger	 due	
to	 its	nature.	We	don’t	want	 to	go	 into	SUVs	
as	 that	 isn’t	 what	 the	 brand	 is	 about.	 We	
realise	 that	 the	market	 is	 going	 electric,	 but	
we	 have	 yet	 to	 figure	 out	 how	 that	 will	
materialise.	We	have	to	think	about	how	else	
McLaren	can		grow,	whether	that	is	increasing	
margin,	either	by	decreasing	piece	cost,	which	
is	 hard	as	we	don’t	bulk	order	pieces	due	 to	
limited	 output,	 or	 differen;ate	 the	 product,	
making	 it	 different	 and	 beXer	 to	 everything	
else	that	is	out	there.	If	a	customer	can	dream	
of	 something,	 they	 will	 get	 it.	 For	 example,	
one	customer	drew	his	car	and	paid	£3	million	
for	 it.	 It	 is	 the	only	one	 in	the	world.	We	can	
grow	 in	 terms	 of	 custom	 specifica;ons.	 We	
also	 need	 applied	 technologies	 and	 F1	 to	 do	
beXer.	 With	 the	 F1	 team	 performing	 beXer	
and	 applied	 technologies	 working	 out,	 our	
purpose	is	to	become	a	£1	billion	business.	
How	 has	 working	 abroad,	 in	 countries	 like	
Switzerland	and	Germany,	affected	how	you	
view	engineering	globally?	
For	 me,	 I	 have	 been	 very	 fortunate	 in	 the	
sense	 I	 have	 worked	 abroad	 in	 Switzerland,	
Germany,	 Canada,	 North	 America,	 China,	
Japan	 and	 around	 the	 UK.	 I	 have	 learned	
drama;cally	 from	 different	 cultures,	 learning	
their	 systems,	 their	 methods	 of	 how	 they	
work,	how	they	interrelate	with	one	another.	I	
don’t	 have	 an	 Asian	 philosophy,	 but	 I	 am	
influenced	by	 it	 -	 a	 key	aspect	of	 this	 is	 how	
they	con;nually	change	and	develop,	whereas	
in	the	West	we	are	fearful	of	change.		

What	routes	would	you	recommend	taking	
to	 get	 into	 engineering	 -	 to	 work	 for	
companies	like	McLaren?	
You	 can	 go	 two	 ways.	 You	 could	 take	 the	
more	voca;onal	route:	become	a	technician	
via	 an	appren;ceship,	 learning	 the	 tricks	of	
the	trade,	as	well	as	broadening	your	mental	
ability.	 You	 could	 also	 go	 the	 university	
route:	 studying	 engineering	 -	 coming	 into	
the	market	as	an	engineer	who	then	moves	
around.	 For	 me,	 above	 all,	 in	 terms	 of	
recruitment,	I	will	pick	someone	if	within	the	
first	 two	 minutes	 I	 can	 see	 a	 ‘fire’	 and	 a	
passion.		

9		



Bohemian	Rhapsody	–	Killer	of	Queen?	

In	 short,	 absolutely.	 Bohemian	 Rhapsody	
managed	 to	 almost	 perfectly	 represent	 the	
band’s	 struggle	 in	 finding	 success	 whilst	
experimen;ng	and	wan;ng	to	stand	out	from	
the	 crowd.	 	Of	 course,	 the	main	 focus	 is	 on	
the	 lead	 singer,	 Freddie	Mercury	 (played	 by	
Rami	 Malek),	 due	 to	 his	 musical	 talent,	
eccentric	 personality	 and	 the	 fact	 that	 he	
died	 young	 by	 burning	 the	 candle	 at	 both	
ends.	The	film	is	able	to	portray	how	the	life	
of	 a	 celebrity	 took	 its	 toll	 on	 Mercury,	 not	
only	showing	what	this	legend	looked	like	off	
stage,	 but	 also	 emphasising	 that	 his	 life	was	
‘no	bed	of	roses’.	Although	the	actor	may	not	
have	 looked	 iden;cal	 to	 Mercury,	 it’s	
agreeable	 that	we	knew	exactly	who	he	was	
as	 soon	 as	 we	 saw	 the	 trailer.	 Despite	 this,	
Malek	 is	 able	 to	 make	 up	 for	 this	 by	
presen;ng	 a	 well-known	 character,	 through	
extensive	 research,	 showing	 a	 side	 of	
Mercury	 that	 is	 unfamiliar	 to	 fans.	 It’s	
something	like	this	that	shows	an	actor	taking	
a	 step	 further	 than	 expecta;ons	 and	
genuinely	connec;ng	with	his	character.	

In	terms	of	the	suppor;ng	cast,	the	resemblance	
to	 the	 real	 life	 members	 of	 Queen	 is	 uncanny	
(excluding	drummer,	Roger	Taylor,	played	by	Ben	
Hardy).	Both	 John	Deacon	 (Joseph	Mazzello)	and	
Brian	 May	 (Gwilym	 Lee)	 share	 so	 much	
resemblance	 that	 it’s	 easy	 to	 forget	 that	
Bohemian	 Rhapsody	 is	 a	 film	 rather	 than	 a	
documentary.	Mazzello	achieves	a	spot	on	Bri;sh	
accent,	 while	 Lee	 sure	 as	 hell	 rocks	 that	 classic	
May	 perm.	 Although	 Ben	 Hardy	 has	 hardly	 any	
similarity	 to	 Roger	 Taylor,	 in	 the	 same	 way	 as	
Malek,	 he	 is	 able	 to	 make	 up	 for	 it	 personality	
wise	 with	 a	 short	 fuse,	 sarcas;c	 wit	 and	 a	
popularity	with	the	 ladies.	The	only	real	cri;cism	
is	 that	 the	film	could	have	 included	more	 insight	
into	 the	 lives	 of	 the	 band	 members,	 who,	 let’s	
face	it,	are	incredibly	underrated.	Let’s	not	forget	
that	the	film	is	called	Bohemian	Rhapsody,	albeit	
a	 song	 wriXen	 by	 Mercury,	 but	 it	 was	 Queen’s	
most	 popular	 song	 and	 represents	 the	 music	 of	
the	band	as	a	whole.		
Mary	Aus;n,	played	by	Lucy	Boynton,	also	needs	
to	 be	 credited	 for	 how	 well	 she	 was	 able	 to	
present	the	rela;onship	between	herself	and	

Arguably	one	of	the	most	highly	anOcipated	movies	of	the	year,	with	its	dazzling	trailer	and	–		
needless	to	say	-	incredible	soundtrack,	was	no	doubt	‘Bohemian	Rhapsody.’	Working	alongside	the	
expectaOons	of	a	worldwide	fan	base	must	certainly	have	made	for	a	tedious	pre-producOon		
process,	but,	the	quesOon	is,	did	the	filmmakers	manage	to	meet	these	expectaOons?	

By	Rachael	
Davies	
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Mercury,	 originally	 as	 the	 ‘Love	 of	 [his]	 Life’	
and	 then	 developing	 into	 a	 life-long	 friend.	 It	
was	 crucial	 that	 she	 acted	 as	 a	 suppor;ng	
character	 as	 they	were	 so	 close	 that	Mercury	
o_en	regarded	her	as	his	only	friend.		
As	 for	 the	 soundtrack...	 is	 there	 any	 need	 to	
review	this?	It’s	not	o_en	that	the	soundtrack	
goes	 so	 well	 with	 the	 film,	 and	 even	 less	 so	
when	the	songs	are	also	the	focal	point.	Many	
of	Queen’s	most	 classic	 songs	 are	 included	at	
least	 somewhere	 in	 the	movie,	 but	 of	 course	
not	 every	 song	was	 present,	which	may	 have	
disappointed	 some	 fans.	 Some	 of	 these	
included	‘Bicycle	Race’,	‘You’re	my	Best	Friend’,	
‘Save	Me’,	‘Play	the	Game’,	‘It’s	a	Kinda	Magic’	
and	‘Flash’	-	although	some	of	which	may	have	
been	men;oned	at	some	point	during	the	film.	
It	 may	 also	 have	 angered	 hardcore	 fans	 of	
Queen	 that	 none	 of	 the	 less	 recognisable	
songs	were	played,	which	some	may	consider	
highly	underrated	and	something	that	the	film	
had	 a	 chance	 to	 popularise,	 but	 didn’t.	
Nevertheless,	as	probably	intended,	Bohemian	
Rhapsody	helped	fans	rediscover	Queen	music	
and	probably	made	it	relevant	again.	
Regarding	the	plot,	 it	may	be	hard	to	spoil	for	
anyone	who	knows	anything	of	why	Queen	no	
longer	 has	 all	 of	 its	 members.	 Despite	 this,	
audiences	 that	 know	 very	 liXle	 about	 the	
history	 of	 the	 band	 should	 easily	 be	 able	 to	
grasp	the	story,	however	they	may	be	misled	in	
some	 circumstances.	 This	 is	 due	 to	 how	 the	
film	 does	 not	 present	 all	 historical	 details	 in	
chronological	 order,	 to	 create	 a	 more	
interes;ng	 narra;ve.	 For	 example,	 it	 was	
emphasised	 that	 the	 band	 had	 not	 played	 in	
years	 before	 performing	 at	 Live	 Aid	 when	 in	
actual	 fact,	 they	 had	 been	 touring	 for	 their	
new	album	‘The	Works’	earlier	that	year.	Even	
so,	 Bohemian	 Rhapsody	 really	 needs	 to	 be	
seen	for	 it	 to	be	appreciated	and	simply	can’t	
be	missed.	Not	all	areas	of	the	film	may	sa;sfy	
fans,	but	it	is	definitely	worth	a	watch,	even	as	
a	 recommenda;on	 for	 those	 who	 aren’t	
Queen	 fans.	 It	 reflects	 the	 struggles	 and	
successes	 of	 any	 band,	 but	 it’s	 doubuul	 that	
you’ll	 come	 out	 from	 watching	 Bohemian	
Rhapsody	“s;ll	not	a	fan”.	

11		

If	you	like	this	film,	you	may	also	
like:	
-  The	Doors	(1991)	
-  Rocketman	(Released	Summer	

2019)	
-  The	Runaways	
-  Get	on	Up	
-  Jersey	Boys	
-  Sa;sfac;on	





“We	want	to	create	a	world	where	the	environment	no	longer	needs	protecOng."	

Plant	trees	while	you	search	the	web:	

Ecosia	is	a	search	engine,	like	Google	or	Yahoo,		

but	every	;me	you	make	a	search,	it	plants	a	

	tree	with	its	adver;sing	revenue.	

How	it	works:	

1)	Visit	www.ecosia.com	and	make	Ecosia		
your	default	web	browser.	
2)	You	search	the	web	as	normal,		
but	with	Ecosia.	
3)	Adverts	generate	income	for	Ecosia.	
4)	Ecosia	uses	this	income	to	plant	trees.	Over	30	million	trees	have	been	planted	so	far.	

Trees	are	vital	to	our	planet:	

-	Trees	absorb	CO2,	which	is	one	of	the	main	drivers	
of	climate	change.	Larger	forests	can	even	create	
clouds,	which	then	reflect	the	sunlight	and	cool	our	
planet.	
-	Forests	are	the	most	diverse	systems	on	land	with	
millions	of	species	out	of	which	many	have	not	
even	been	discovered	and	analyzed	yet.	
- Trees	protect	the	soil	from	erosion	and	they	create	
produc;ve	and	fer;le	land.	If	you	cut	down	trees,	
you	will	very	soon	end	up	with	a	desert.	

-	Trees	create	oxygen,	which	we	need	to	breathe.	They	also	clean	the	air	by	absorbing	pollutant	gases	
and	filtering	out	par;culates.	
-	Forests	provide	us	with	healthy	food	and	lots	of	other	products,	which	can	be	sustainably	harvested.	
Worldwide	the	livelihood	of	1.6	billion	people	depends	on	forests.	

-	Forests	regulate	the	water	cycle	and	prevent	floods.	They	create	moisture-rich	microclimates	and	
increase	groundwater	levels.	They	act	like	a	“sponge”	and	therefore	prevent	droughts.	

Share	Ecosia:		

Follow	the	journey	to	plan;ng	one	billion	trees	by	2020	on	Facebook,	TwiXer	&	Instagram.	

An	appeal	for	support	by	Harrison	F.	Carter	–	author	of	the	novel	–		
‘The	Roots	of	Elmore’s	Existence’	–	advocaOng	the	protecOon	of	trees.	
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			The	Book	of	Ryan,	Royce	Da	5’9”		
																						-	Album	Review.	

Ryan	Montgomery	was	born	in	Detroit,	Michigan,	
USA	on	5th	July	1977.	He	goes	by	the	stage	name,	
Royce	Da	5’9”	and	if	you	have	heard	the	name,	it’s	
probably	 due	 to	 a	 feature	 or	 collabora;on	 with	
someone	 more	 famous;	 the	 main	 ar;st	 being	
Eminem,	his	good	friend	and	highest	selling	ar;st	
of	the	2000s.	Eminem	can	be	aXributed	to	a	lot	of	
Royce’s	success,	however,	he	is	not	dependant	on	
his	fellow	Detroiter.	He	didn’t	release	a	single	un;l	
1999,	 the	 same	 year	 that	 Eminem’s	 breakout	
album,	The	Slim	Shady	LP,	was	released;	on	which	
Royce	was	 featured	on	 the	 track	Bad	Meets	 Evil,	
which	 is	a	name	 the	 two	 took	on	 together	when	
they	 collaborated,	 most	 namely	 on	 the	 album	
Hell:	the	Sequel,	which	peaked	at	number	one	on	
the	US	charts.	Other	collabora;ons,	and	the	most	
frequent,	was	the	rap	group	Slaughterhouse,	with	
Joe	Budden,	Joell	Or;z	and	KXNG	CROOKED.	They	
released	two	albums	and	peaked	at	number	2	on	
the	US	 charts.	 Fans	believe	 that	his	 collabora;ve	
work	 brings	 the	 best	 out	 of	 him,	 as	 verses	 on	
Psychopath	Killer	and	more	 recently,	Not	Alike,	 a	
feature	on	an	Eminem	song,	are	considered	to	be	
two	 of	 his	 best	 pieces.	 Despite	 this,	 I	 like	 to	
disagree	 and	 argue	 that	 his	 solo	 work,	 more	
specifically	his	newest	addi;on	to	his	discography,	
The	Book	of	Ryan,	is	of	the	same	quality.	The	Book	
of	Ryan	is	an	album	that	tackles	many	topics	that	
Montgomery	hasn’t	delved	into	much	in	previous	

work.	He	 talks	about	alcoholism,	parental	abuse,	
racism,	and	many	other	controversial	and	touchy	
subjects.	

	Modern	rap	music	isn’t	a	hard	industry	to	
break	into.	All	you	need	is	a	decent	producer	and	
a	slow,	catchy	chorus	to	hook	the	masses	so	they	
buy	your	EP	with	that	very	song	on.	Royce	doesn’t	
follow	 or	 respect	 that	 kind	 of	 music.	 He	 makes	
that	clear	on	the	track	Caterpillar,	which	features	
Eminem	and	King	Green.	All	three	are	content	on	
lefng	you	know	about	their	dislike	for	this	simple	
brand	 of	 music.	 They	 argue	 that	 if	 you	 want	 to	
praise	 these	 musicians	 (which	 he	 names	 ‘the	
buXerflies’)	 that	 doesn’t	 mean	 you	 should	
disrespect	 and	 cri;que	 the	 older	 genera;on	 of	
rappers	 (the	 ‘caterpillars’).	 On	 this	 track,	 Royce	
asserts	 himself	 as	 one	 of	 the	 most	 talented	
lyricists	in	the	industry.	

	 We	 get	 to	 finally	 take	 a	 look	 in	 Royce’s	
past	 on	 the	 first	 single	 released	 for	 the	 album	
Boblo	 Boat,	 which	 is	 a	 small	 theme	 park	 just	
outside	of	 his	 home	 city	 of	Detroit.	He	 also	 tells	
us	 about	 rela;onships	 in	 his	 youth	 and	 his	
grandparents,	who	he	doesn’t	exactly	speak	very	
highly	of.	At	the	end	of	the	second	verse,	he	talks	
about	 a	 theme	 that	 is	 very	 prevalent	 on	 the	
album	 -	 alcohol.	 Royce	 tells	 us	 about	 the	 path	
that	 led	 he	 and	 his	 older	 brother,	 Greg,	 to	
alcoholism	and	how	that	affected	him	in	his	life,	

The	name	may	be	an	alien	one.	A	name	
that	may	not	feature	heavily	on	your	
playlists,	if	at	all	-	but	by	the	end	of	this	
review,	I	hope	to	have	turned	your	
aVenOon	to	one	of	the	most	underrated	
rap	arOsts	of	the	generaOon.	

By	Ben	
Edgington	
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as	 he	 spent	 a	 year	 in	 jail	 for	 having	 three	
strikes	 being	 caught	 drink-driving.	 He	 then	
explains	how	Eminem	himself	helped	him	kick	
the	habit.	

	 Despite	 this,	 drug	 abuse	 runs	 in	 his	
family.	 On	 Cocaine,	 Royce	 reveals	 his	 father’s	
addic;on	 to	 the	 hard	 drug,	 and	 ques;ons	
whether	 this	contributed	to	his	own	struggles	
with	 alcohol.	 Similarly,	 Power	 tells	 a	 story	 of	
Royce’s	father	giving	his	mother	a	bloody	nose	
and	 bea;ng	 his	 brother	 Greg	 into	
unconsciousness.	 However,	 instead	 of	
resen;ng	 his	 father	 for	 this,	 Royce	 shows	
apprecia;on	 for	 his	 father	 overcoming	 his	
addic;on	 to	 save	 his	 rela;onship	 with	 his	
family.	 “My	 father	 chose	 me	 over	 cocaine,”	
Royce	 says	 on	 the	 track.	 Other	 family	 issues	
are	 addressed	 in	 the	 skit	 Protec;ng	 Ryan,	
which	 depicts	 Greg	 taking	 a	 neighbourhood	
fight	 too	 far	and	ends	up	 in	prison.	There	are	
also	tracks	that	talk	about	Royce’s	own	issues,	
such	 as	 Strong	 Friend,	 which	 talks	 about	 his	
anxiety	 and	 how	 it	 pushed	 him	 to	 consider	
suicide,	 as	 told	 in	 the	 chillingly	 delivered	 line	
“Suicide,	 it’s	 a	 suicide”.	 He	 also	 takes	 ;me	 to	
show	 respect	 to	 musicians	 who	 have	 dealt	
with	mental	health	issues.		

	Royce’s	personal	songs	may	not	display	
dazzling	 levels	of	 lyricism,	but	 the	 storytelling	
elements	more	than	make	up	for	 it	as	we	see	
Royce	 in	 a	 light	 he’s	 never	 cared	 to	 show	 us.	
The	 lack	 of	 grade	A	 lyricism	 in	 these	 songs	 is	
more	 than	 made	 up	 for	 in	 songs	 like	
Caterpillar,	 Amazing,	 and	 First	 of	 the	 Month.	
To	combat	this	though,	there	are	some	glaring	
cri;ques	of	some	tracks;	Legendary	is	plagued	
with	 bad	 synths	 and,	 overall,	 a	 poor	 set	 of	
lyrics	with	a	 tone	 that	doesn’t	match	 the	 rest	
of	 the	 album;	 as	 well	 as	 Summer	 On	 Lock,	
which	aXempted	to	please	clubs	which	directly	
affected	the	lyrical	quality	of	the	song.	

	 Overall,	 Book	 of	 Ryan	 con;nues	 his	
streak	of	 top-;er	 lyricism,	with	an	 inside	 look	
into	 the	 life	 and	 past	 of	 Ryan	 Montgomery,	
someone	 who	 we	 hadn’t	 met	 up	 un;l	 this	
point.	Royce’s	musical	contribu;on	should	not	
go	unno;ced	and	 should	push	him	more	 into	
the	spotlight	and	give	him	more	recogni;on	as	
one	of	the	greats.	

.		
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major	 cri;cism	of	RAtM	was	 that	 they	portrayed	
strong	 an;-establishment	 messages	 in	 their	
music,	and	signing	with	a	huge	record	 label	such	
as	 Epic	 went	 against	 everything	 they	 stood	 for.	
However,	Morello	 refuted	 this	 in	 an	 interview	 in	
2002,	saying,	“Epic	agreed	to	everything	we	asked
—and	they've	followed	through	...	We	never	saw	
an	 ideological	 conflict	 as	 long	 as	 we	maintained	
crea;ve	control”,	meaning	that	they	saw	the	Epic	
partnership	 as	 a	way	 to	 release	 their	music	 to	 a	
wider	 audience,	 and	 not	 a	 means	 of	 betraying	
their	principles.	
The	 shocking	 speed	 at	 which	 RAtM	 brought	 out	
their	 first	 album	 is	 a	 testament	 to	 their	 music.	
Ridiculously	 fast	guitar	 riffs,	made	beXer	by	Tom	
Morello’s	 fantas;c	 techniques	 and	 Zack	 De	 La	
Rocha’s	 piercing	 vocals,	 such	 as	 in	 Track	 1,	
“Bombtrack”	when	he	repeatedly	tells	the	listener	
“Burn,	 Burn,	 You’re	 gonna	 burn!”	 with	 such	
ferocity,	it	pulls	the	en;re	track	together,	keeping	
the	 listener	 excited	 in	 between	 the	 verses.	 The	
song	 itself	 is	 about	 the	 unjust	 persecu;on	 of	
minori;es	 and	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 vic;ms	 of	 such	
crimes	 are	 just	 another	 sta;s;c,	 echoed	 in	 the	
lyrics	“It’s	just	another	Bombtrack”	repeated	over	
and	 over	 again	 to	 heavy	 metal	 guitar	 riffs.	 The	
instrumentals	to	the	track	are	heavy.	Really	heavy.	
They’re	repe;;ve,	but	they	don’t	get	old	due	to	

1990.	 Los	 Angeles,	 California.	 Tom	 Morello,	
the	 future	 guitarist	 for	 Rage	 Against	 the	
Machine	 is	 stuck	 playing	 in	 an	 unsuccessful	
band,	 going	 nowhere.	 Lock	 Up	 was	 their	
name,	and	there	was	nothing	for	them	in	the	
music	 industry.	 Aside	 from	 a	 small	 string	 of	
moderately	 successful	 singles	 within	 their	
home	 city	 in	 the	 underground	music	 scene,	
nothing	much	 came	 of	 the	 band	 a_er	 their	
departure	in	1991.	A_er	the	break-up	of	Lock	
Up,	 Morello	 (Lead	 Guitarist)	 convinced	 the	
former	 drummer	 of	 the	 band	 (Jon	 Knox)	 to	
join,	 who	 in	 turn	 convinced	 Brad	 Wilk	
(Drummer)	and	Zack	De	La	Rocha	(Frontman,	
lyricist,	 lead	 vocals)	 to	 join	 the	 band.	 Tim	
Commerford	 (Bassist	 and	 Backing	 Vocals)	
joined	 shortly	 a_er.	 The	 band	 started	
recording	some	homemade	demos	under	the	
name	 Rage	 Against	 the	 Machine,	 a	 phrase	
coined	in	1989	by	Kent	McLard,	a	member	of	
De	 La	 Rocha’s	 former	 band.	 The	 stage	 was	
set;	 a	 bunch	 of	 scrawny	 20-something	 year	
old	 punks	 with	 big	 ideas,	 and	 even	 bigger	
ideas	 for	 the	 future,	along	with	some	cheap	
audio	equipment.	They	were	ready	to	revolt.	
The	 band	 played	 their	 first	 gig	 on	 the	 23rd	
October	1991	at	the	Quad	of	California	State	
University,	Northridge,	to	a	generally	posi;ve	
recep;on,	 and	 a	 crowd	 of	 about	 8,000	
people.	Shortly	a_er	this,	the	group	released	
a	12-song	demo	casseXe	without	any	record	
labels	 to	 support	 them,	 the	 cover	 of	 which	
featured	a	newspaper	clipping	from	the	stock	
market	 sec;on	 from	 a	 newspaper	 with	 a	
single	match	 taped	 to	 the	 inside.	This	was	a	
bold	 move	 when	 the	 only	 way	 to	 consume	
music	 was	 through	 either	 casseXe,	 CD	 or	
vinyl.	The	move	paid	off,	and	the	tape	caught	
the	aXen;on	of	Epic	Records,	who	they	later	
signed	 with	 and	 would	 con;nue	 to	 release	
their	music	with	un;l	the	year	2000.	One	

By	Harry	Fearns	
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the	constant	variety	of	the	verses,	and	how	De	La	
Rocha	 constantly	 employs	 different	 tones	 of	
voice	 when	 he’s	 delivering	 the	 lyrics.	 Rage	
Against	 the	Machine	were	gefng	 ready	 to	play	
outside	 the	wall	 street	 stock	 exchange	 in	 2000.	
To	 film	 the	 music	 video	 for	 “Sleep	 now	 in	 the	
fire”	De	La	Rocha	told	the	band	to	“keep	playing,	
no	 maXer	 what	 -	 we’re	 here	 to	 make	 a	
statement.”	The	stock	market	would	close	for	the	
week	 soon	 a_er,	 and	 De	 La	 Rocha	 would	 be	
arrested	 shortly	 a_erwards	 as	 well	 a_er	 being	
escorted	out	of	the	site	by	police.	
Don’t	 be	 fooled,	 however,	 as	many	 scep;cs	 are	
quick	 to	 dismiss	 metal	 music	 as	 mindless	
thrashing	 of	 guitars	 and	 screaming	 from	 the	
singers.	This	couldn’t	be	more	untrue	in	the	case	
of	 Rage	 Against	 the	 Machine.	 In	 releasing	 this	
album,	they	singlehandedly	created	the	genre	of	
“Rap	 Metal”,	 a	 form	 of	 metal	 music	 that	 uses	
controlled,	 carefully	 sounded	 guitar	 riffs	 and	
;ght,	understandable	 lyrics.	This	marked	a	stark	
change	 to	 a	 lot	 of	 the	 metal	 music	 that	 was	
popular	 at	 the	 ;me,	 and	 a	 significant	 notable	
change	to	the	metal	of	the	early	90’s,	which	was	
very	 thrash-heavy	 and	 with	 o_en	
incomprehensible	 lyrics.	 This	 is	 demonstrated	
best	in	the	second	track,	“Killing	in	the	Name”	a	
7-verse	song	 that	uses	only	16	different	 lines	of	
lyric	 -	 which	 admiXedly	 sounds	 like	 a	 formula	
that	 doesn’t	 mesh	 together,	 and	 would	 never	
work,	gefng	repe;;ve.	This	isn’t	the	case	at	all,	
however.	 The	 song	 itself	 is	 just	 over	 5	minutes,	
allowing	the	verses	to	be	evenly	spaced	out	and	
strung	 together	with	Morello’s	 excellent	 playing	
once	again,	with	changes	 to	 the	 instrumental	 in	
between	 each	 verse.	 The	 song	 itself	 speaks	 out	
against	 police	 brutality	 and	 ins;tu;onal	 racism,	
something	De	La	Rocha	was	all	too	familiar	with,	
being	 the	 son	 of	 a	 Mexican	 immigrant	 and	 a	
German-American	woman.	Killing	in	the	Name	is	
o_en	 cited	 as	 the	 band’s	 signature	 song,	
featuring	lyrics	such	as	“Some	of	those	that	work	
forces,	are	the	same	that	burn	crosses”	Alluding	
to	the	alleged	;es	between	certain	police	forces	
and	 members	 of	 the	 KKK,	 which	 were	 proven	
true	 in	 a	 landmark	 trial	 in	 1990.	 The	 song	 was	
wriXen	a_er	the	Rodney	King	bea;ng	in	1991,	in	
which	a	young	black	man	was	unjustly	beaten	by	
police,	who	were	then	let	go	by	the	court,		

resul;ng	in	subsequent	riots	in	L.A	a_er	the	
trials.	 The	 anger	 and	 frustra;on	 in	 De	 La	
Rocha’s	voice	is	evident,	as	the	song	features	
17	uXerances	of	heavy	exple;ves,	screamed	
down	the	mic	with	what	the	NME	magazine	
described	 as	 “Pure,	 flaming,	 racially	 driven	
rage.”	If	you	listen	to	one	song	off	this	en;re	
album,	 make	 it	 this	 one.	 You	 won’t	 be	
disappointed.	

	 Next	 up	 is	 Take	 the	 Power	 Back,	 a	
scathing	 shot	 at	 the	 American	 educa;on	
system	 (a	 heavily	 cri;cised	 system	 o_en	
accused	 of	 teaching	 whitewashed	 history),	
and	 how	 the	 history	 being	 taught	 is	
extremely	 euro-centric,	 along	 with	 De	 La	
Rocha’s	 disagreement	 of	 the	 pledge	 of	
allegiance	to	the	American	flag,	which,	in	his	
opinion,	 signified	 late	 stage	 capitalism	 and	
the	 oppression	 of	 the	 common	man	 at	 the	
;me.	In	such	bi;ng	lyrics	as	“So	called	facts	
are	fraud,	they	want	us	to	allege	and	pledge	
and	 bow	 down	 to	 their	 god!”	 The	 song	
eventually	 touches	 on	 the	 harsher	 parts	 of	
history	 that	 may	 have	 not	 been	 taught	 to	
them	 in	 school,	with	“Europe	ain’t	my	 rope	
to	swing	on,	can’t	 learn	a	 thing	 from	 it,	 yet	
we	hang	from	it!”,	making	a	less-than-subtle	
reference	to	the	heavy	usage	of	hanging	and	
viola;on	 of	 human	 rights	 in	 eastern	 and	
central	 Europe	 all	 the	 way	 up	 to	 the	
mid-80s.	 This	 song	 is	 a	 liXle	 different	 from	
the	 last	 two,	 as	 while	 Tom	 Morello	 is	 s;ll	
keeping	 the	verses	 strung	 together	with	his	
superb	 speedy	 shredding	 on	 guitar,	 Tim	
Commerford	gets	his	;me	to	shine	on	bass,	
with	an	excellent	introduc;on	to	the	song	
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and	consistent	bass	breaks	 that	keep	 the	verses	
flowing	 smoothly	 in	 conjunc;on	 with	 Morello,	
and	 provide	 excellent	 backing	 to	 De	 La	 Rocha’s	
harsh,	bi;ng	vocals.	The	next	few	songs	are	 less	
memorable,	 but	 s;ll	 excellent	 nonetheless.	
SeXle	 for	 Nothing	 is	 a	 melancholier	 offering,	
telling	a	story	of	a	young	man	who	comes	from	a	
broken	home	 (“Having	never	seen	 the	colour	of	
my	 father’s	 eyes”)	 and	 ends	 up	 on	 the	 wrong	
path,	 leading	 to	 drugs,	 gang	 violence	 and	
eventual	 suicide	 to	 escape	 from	 it	 all.	 An	
exceedingly	 bleak	 song	 that	 serves	 its	 purpose,	
as	 the	 fact	 that	 it	 could	have	been	prevented	 is	
echoed	 in	 the	 lyric	“And	 if	we	seXle	 for	nothing	
now,	 then	we	seXle	 for	nothing	 later.”	Telling	of	
how	 the	 story	 told	 is	 just	 one	 person’s	 story.	 It	
happens	 to	millions	and	millions	of	people	over	
the	world	every	day,	and	how	it	can	be	stopped	
early	and	the	person	set	back	on	the	right	path.	
The	 instrumentals	 themselves	 are	 much	 more	
subdued	here,	allowing	De	La	Rocha	to	bring	the	
story	to	life	and	allow	the	listener	to	visualise	the	
story	told	by	themselves.		

	 The	 next	 two	 songs,	 Bullet	 in	 the	 Head	
and	Know	Your	Enemy	are	two	songs	wriXen	out	
of	distrust.	A	distrust	of	the	media,	a	distrust	of	
the	 government,	 and	 a	 distrust	 of	 those	 who	
seek	 to	 ‘Inform’,	with	 comparisons	being	drawn	
between	a	family	home	and	Alcatraz	in	Bullet	 in	
the	 Head.	 The	 former	 being	 about	 how	 the	
government	 is	 using	media	 to	 control	 an	 easily	
influenced	 popula;on,	 and	 the	 laXer	 being	
about	 how	 the	 American	 government	 is	 full	 of	
hypocrites,	being	dubbed	 the	 ‘Land	of	 the	 free’,	
yet	 being	 run	 by	 eli;st	 enterprises.	 Both	 songs	
contain	 an;-war	 and	 an;-authoritarian	 lyrics,	
being	evident	in	lines	such	as	“What?	Land	of	the	
free?	Whoever	told	me	that	is	my	enemy!”	Both	
held	 together	 with	 air;ght	 performances	 from	
the	band	again,	De	La	Rocha’s	message	as	 clear	
as	always	in	these	two	tunes.	Wake	Up	is	more	of	
the	 same,	 yet	 told	 in	 a	 different	 way.	 The	 last	
couple	 of	 songs	 are	 scathing	 digs	 at	 the	media	
and	 those	 who	 portray	 themselves	 as	
trustworthy,	 whereas	 Wake	 Up	 is	 more	 of	 a	
direct	message	towards	the	hypocrites	in	power,	
and	 those	who	 lie	 and	 deceive	 in	 order	 to	 gain	
wealth,	fame	and	notoriety.	The	song	namedrops	
some	‘men’,	such	as	the	notorious	FBI	director		

J.	 Edgar	 Hoover,	 who	 authorised	 the	
assassina;ons	 of	 poli;cal	 dissidents	 of	 his	
superiors,	 such	as	 the	unjust	murder	of	Fred	
Hampton,	a	black	rights	ac;vist	known	for	his	
forward	 and	 progressive	 ways	 of	 tackling	
inequality.	

	 The	 next	 three	 songs	 are	 dubious	
when	 it	 comes	 to	 quality.	 Some	 fans	 love	
them;	 others	 consider	 them	 just	 plain	
mediocre.	 I,	 for	 one,	 think	 that	 they	 are	
fantas;c.	 But	 for	 this	 part,	 you’ll	 have	 to	
decide	yourself.		

Rage	 Against	 the	 Machine’s	 eponymous	
debut	 is	 nothing	 short	 of	 a	 marvel.	
Considering	it	was	put	together	in	less	than	a	
year,	and	with	the	quality	of	every	track,	Zack	
and	 the	 band	 just	 smash	 it	 out	 of	 the	 park.	
Their	 lyrics	 convey	 messages	 without	 being	
overly	pushy,	and	the	intensity	with	which	De	
La	Rocha	delivers	his	lyrics	is	simply	fantas;c,	
backed	 up	 by	 the	 equally	 fantas;c	 playing	
from	Tom	Morello,	along	with	the	rest	of	the	
band.	A	must	 listen	 for	any	 fan	of	Rap,	Rock	
or	Metal	music.	 And	 even	 if	 you’re	 not	 into	
those	genres,	perhaps	this	can	be	the	album	
to	change	your	mind.	

Final	Ra;ng:	

4	½	Fists	of	rage	out	of	5	



Benefits	of	NCS	
There	 is	 always	 that	 cliché	 where	 they	 say	
you	will	leave	NCS	having	learnt	so	many	new	
skills,	 from	 rock	 climbing	 to	first	 aid,	 as	well	
as	gaining	so	many	more	aXributes,	like	more	
confidence.	 Even	 though	 I	 despise	 these	
clichés,	 I	 genuinely	 believe	 NCS	 does	 offer	
these	 things	 and	many	more.	 If	 you	 go	with	
someone	you	know,	you	will	bond	even	more	
than	before,	and	if	you	don’t,	you	will	be	like	
the	vast	majority	of	others	there,	where	you	
make	 amazing	 friends	 who	 you	 will	 then		
meet	 up	 with	 in	 Nando’s,	 months	 later	 and	
s;ll	talk.	NCS	is	recognised	on	UCAS	forms,	so	
universi;es	 will	 value	 that	 you	 have	
completed	 it	 and	 it	 helps	 to	 make	 a	 great	
personal	statement,	whilst	also	boos;ng	your	
CV	 with	 quali;es	 and	 so_	 skills	 employers	
love.		
What	I	got	out	of	NCS	
For	me,	I	love	adventure	ac;vi;es,	so	when	I	
heard	about	NCS	and	the	first	week,	I	was	all	
over	 it.	 With	 3	 other	 weeks	 of	 interes;ng	
ac;vi;es	 for	 only	 £50,	 I	 signed	 up	 straight	
away.	I	really	enjoyed	the	ac;vi;es	and	being	
able	to	do	them	with	others,	without	anyone	
being	 judgemental	 and	 just	 having	 a	 good	
;me,	 stress	 free.	 The	 second	week	was	 one	
of	my	 all	 ;me	 favourite	 points	 in	my	 life.	 It	
involved	 me	 staying	 on	 a	 floor	 of	 lads	 in	
Liverpool	 University	 accommoda;on,	 having	
some	 of	 the	 best	 fun	 ever,	 when	 not	 doing	
NCS	 ac;vi;es.	 The	 ac;vi;es	 were	 engaging	
and	good	at	building	skills,	but	being	able	to	
feel	 independent,	 like	 I	 was	 -	 at	 uni,	 with	
friends	-	 is	what	made	 it	 for	me.	The	charity	
sec;ons	 felt	 very	 worthwhile	 as	 you	 could	
work	 as	 a	 team	 to	 help	 others,	 which	 gave	
me	a	lot	of	sa;sfac;on	in	helping	others.	

What	is	NCS?	
The	 Na;onal	 Ci;zen	 Service	 is	 the	 fastest	 growing	
youth	movement	in	the	UK,	a	rite	of	passage	for	all	
teenagers	 aged	 15-17	 (years	 11	 &	 12)	 to	 discover	
who	 they	are	and	what	 they	 can	do.	 It	 is	 a	 chance	
for	 teenagers	 to	explore,	be	 inspired	and	find	 their	
passion	 with	 nearly	 500,000	 young	 people	 having	
taken	part.		
How	NCS	works	in	the	summer	programme	
The	 vast	 majority	 of	 par;cipants	 take	 part	 in	 the	
summer	programme,	due	to	it	being	longer	and	that	
more	people	take	part.	It	is	a	four-phase	programme	
specifically	designed	to	provide	you	with	all	sorts	of	
new	 experiences.	 Phase	 1	 involves	 the	 freedom	 of	
the	outside	world	 in	a	5-day	residen;al,	away	from	
home,	 partaking	 in	 adventure	 ac;vi;es	 like	 rock	
climbing,	 archery	 and	 water	 sports,	 with	 it	 being	
similar	to	PGL.	Phase	2	involves	living	independently	
in	 accommoda;on	 for	 5	 days,	 like	 university	
accommoda;on,	 which	 is	 what	 mine	 involved,	
where	 you	 gain	 essen;al	 life	 skills.	 This	 goes	 from	
doing	sessions	on	mental	health,	to	seeing	business	
leaders,	 chari;es,	 first	 aid	 courses,	 gaining	
confidence	 and	 others.	 Phase	 3	 is	 about	 making	
your	mark	in	your	local	community,	with	it	being	in	2	
halves.	 The	 first	 half	 sees	 your	 team	 planning	 and	
devising	a	community	project,	based	on	an	issue	you	
are	 passionate	 about.	 This	 planning	 stage	 takes	 5	
days/30	 hours.	 The	 second	 half	 sees	 you	 carry	 out	
your	project	-	whether	this	is	a	sponsored	walk	or	a	
fun	 day	 raising	 money	 and	 awareness	 for	 your	
chosen	charity	with	this	also	being	5	days/30	hours.	
Phase	4	is	a	celebra;on	event	where	everyone	who	
has	completed	it	celebrates	together	as	NCS	grads.	
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What	I	then	did	as	an	NCS	grad		
A_er	 finishing	 NCS,	 I	 knew	 I	 wanted	 to	 take	 it	
somewhere,	 so	 I	 applied	 to	 be	 on	 the	 regional	
youth	 board.	 Luckily,	 I	 was	 able	 to	 get	 onto	 the	
board	 with	 13	 of	 us	 from	 all	 over		
‘Cherseyside’	 (Merseyside	 and	 Cheshire).	 NCS	
then	 do	 an	 amazing	 event	 where	 they	 invite	 all	
regional	 Youthboard	 members	 to	 a	 residen;al	
called	 Kickstart.	 What	 Kickstart	 involved	 for	 me	
was	 going	 for	 5	 days	 down	 to	 Birmingham	 and	
mee;ng	200	like-minded	individuals	for	a	once	in	
a	 life;me	 opportunity.	 We	 had	 a	 variety	 of	
workshops	from	ones	on	what	we	were	there	for	
to	 deba;ng	 to	 mental	 health	 issues.	 When	
mee;ng	 the	 ‘Cherseyside’	 crew,	 we	 instantly	
bonded,	 in	 an	 abnormal	 way;	 to	 the	 point	 that	
a_er	 4	 days,	 we	 were	 having	 deeper	
conversa;ons	 than	 with	 people	 we	 had	 known	
for	years.	 If	you	complete	NCS,	 I	would	urge	you	
to	 partake	 in	 the	 youth	 boards,	 as	 you	 get	 to	
meet	the	best	people	ever,	whilst	also	giving	back	
to	the	community	via	charity	events.	
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Overall	conclusion	of	NCS	
My	overall	 advice	 to	 anyone	 in	 Y11	 is	 to	 go	
and	do	NCS	as	you	will	not	regret	it	one	bit.	I	
literally	do	not	know	anyone	who	has	and	 it	
makes	 your	 long	 vast	 extended	 summer	
holidays	more	enjoyable.		

	 If	 you	 do	 go	 on	 and	 do	 it,	 I	 would	
recommend	 that	 you	 go	 and	 get	 on	 the	
youth	 boards,	 as	 you	 can	 then	 maintain	
amazing	rela;onships	whilst	helping	others.	

As	the	saying	goes,	‘Say	YES	to	NCS!’		



Enrichment	
OpportuniOes		

When	 applying	 to	 a	 university,	
appren;ceship	 or	 any	 other	 progression	
route,	 admissions	 teams	 will	 look	 for	 the	
applica;on	 that	 stands	 out	 most.	 It	 is	
essen;al	 to	 have	 good	 grades,	 however,	
what	will	differen;ate	your	applica;on	from	
others	 is	 the	 experience	 that	 you	 have	 in	
your	 area.	 It	 is	 vital	 to	 show	 that	 you	 have	
passion	for	your	subject.	Therefore,	not	only	
should	 you	 do	 the	 expected	 experience	
required	for	your	field,	you	should	show	that	
you	have	gone	above	the	expected	minimum	
-	 not	 only	 in	 terms	 of	 experience,	 but	
through	other	extra-curricular	ac;vi;es	such	
as:	 lectures	 on	 a	 topic	 that	 interests	 you,	
university	 summer	 schools,	 or	 even	
expanding	 your	 knowledge	 on	 your	 field	
through	 wider	 reading	 by	 simply	 reading	 a	
book	or	watching	a	film	or	documentary	etc.		

	I	intend	to	do	a	degree	in	History	and	
Spanish,	 as	 they	 are	 two	 subjects	 I	 really	
enjoy	 and	 the	 joint-honours	 course	 will	
provide	me	with	many	 transferable	 skills.	 In	
order	 to	 show	my	 passion	 for	 both	 History	
and	 Spanish,	 I	 applied	 for	 the	Ambassadors	
Programme	 at	 Liverpool’s	 Interna;onal	
Slavery	 Museum,	 for	 ages	 17-22,	 running	
from	November	to	August.	Despite	being	too	
young	for	the	programme	un;l	May,	the	staff	
encouraged	 me	 to	 apply	 anyway	 and	
assisted	 me	 when	 wri;ng	 my	 applica;on.	
Consequently,	I	received	the	offer	to	join	the	
programme	 from	 May,	 and	 was	 provided	
with	work	 experience	 at	 the	Museum	 from	
March.	 The	 programme	 will	 allow	 me	 to	
understand	the	roles	within	the	museum	-	a	
career	 pathway	 that	 I	 have	 not	 ruled	 out.	
This	 will	 give	 me	 an	 insight	 in	 to	 what	
working	 in	 a	 museum	 would	 be	 like,	 a	
perspec;ve	 I	 wouldn’t	 have	 otherwise	
experienced,	therefore	enabling	me	to	

consider	 whether	 I	 would	 enjoy	 pursuing	 a	
career	similar	to	this.	It	will	also	provide	me	with	
the	 chance	 to	 contribute	 to	organising	museum	
events	 and	 ac;vi;es.	 Not	 only	 will	 this	 aid	 me	
when	 making	 future	 decisions,	 but	 it	 provides	
evidence	 for	 the	 passion	 I	 have	 for	 History	 and	
shows	 enthusiasm	 to	 acquire	 a	 deeper	
understanding	 of	 various	 areas	 of	 history.	 The	
mee;ngs	within	the	programme	will	also	involve	
challenging	legacies	of	slavery	and	advancing	my	
knowledge	 of	 racism	 and	 inequality	 throughout	
the	past.	This	programme	also	depicts	an	interest	
in	 culture,	 which	 is	 a	 skill	 largely	 required	 to	
study	a	language	(in	my	case	Spanish.	However,	I	
also	 intend	 to	 start	 Italian	 or	 French	 as	 a	
beginners	 language	 as	 part	 of	 my	 course).	 My	
experience	 with	 this	 will	 demonstrate	 to	
admissions	 teams	 my	 enthusiasm	 and	 passion	
for	 these	 subjects,	 and	 help	 me	 to	 stand	 out	
from	the	other	applicants.	

	As	well	as	 this,	 I	have	entered	a	Spanish	
Transla;on	 Compe;;on,	 ran	 by	 Manchester	
Metropolitan	University.	Things	such	as	this,	and	
my	 contribu;on	 as	 a	 member	 of	 the	 College	
Council,	my	par;cipa;on	in	NCS,	the	Local	Youth	
Board	and	even	the	lower	school	trips	I	went	on	
(such	 as	 Normandy	 and	 Barcelona)	 –	 have	 all	
allowed	me	to	acquire	a	further	understanding	of	
the	history	and	culture	of	place,	and	contributed	
towards	 my	 applica;on	 for	 the	 museum’s	
programme	in	which	I	received	a	place.	

By	Mollie	Wrangles 	
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To	find	out	more	informa;on	about	the	wide	
variety	of	enrichment	offered	at	Rainford	Sixth	
Form,	go	to	this	website:	hXp://
www.rainfordsixthform.org.uk/enrichment/
#toggle-id-20		



An	interview	with	Oxbridge	candidate,	Lewis	Derbyshire	

Lewis	is	an	extremely	high	achieving	student,	
studying	four	subjects	at	Rainford	Sixth	Form.	
Once	he	leaves	college,	Lewis	wishes	to	go	on	to	
study	at	Cambridge	University.		

Lewis	spoke	to	me	about	the	challenges	that	he	
has	been	faced	with	as	a	sixth	form	student	and	
how	he	maintains	his	mo;va;on	each	day.	

Q:	I	am	aware	that	you’re	studying	four	
subjects	at	the	moment;	what	are	these?	
A:	I’m	studying	maths,	further	maths,	physics	
and	chemistry.		
Q:	And	what	is	it	that	you	would	like	to	go	on	
to	study	at	University?	
A:	I’ve	applied	to	study	physics	and	natural	
sciences	at	Cambridge.	
Q:	So,	what	career	do	you	want	to	pursue	aber	
University?	
A:	Honestly,	I	don’t	know	yet.	I	haven’t	made	
that	decision	yet	because	I	thought	it	was	more	
important	for	me	to	decide	on	a	degree	and	
then	I’ll	go	from	there.		
Q:	Do	you	enjoy	taking	part	in	extra-curricular	
acOviOes	based	around	the	subjects	that	you	
study?	
A:	Yes,	definitely.	For	example,	I’ve	just	taken	
part	in	the	na;onal	maths	challenge	and	I	think	
that	taking	part	in	maths	challenges,	and	other	
extra-curricular	and	super-curricular	ac;vi;es	
like	that,	help	to	improve	your	skills	and	it	looks	
really	good	when	you’re	applying	for	university.		
Q:	Are	there	any	specific	people	or	events	in	
your	life	that	have	encouraged	you	to	reach	
your	full	potenOal?	

A:	I	would	say	that	my	parents	were	both	clever,	
but	didn’t	achieve	as	much	as	they	could	have	
done,	so	I	always	felt	as	though	they	wanted	me	to	
go	and	do	well	at	school.	Then,	when	I	realised	
that	I	had	a	certain	amount	of	natural	ability,	I	
wanted	to	use	this	to	my	advantage.		
Q:	Have	you	had	any	work	experience?	
A:	Yes,	I	did	my	work	experience	in	the	summer	at	
Jaguar	Land	Rover,	in	the	engineering	department,	
which	was	really	enjoyable	and	useful	for	me.		
Q:	And	what	challenges	have	you	faced	at	Sixth	
Form?	
A:	It’s	a	constant	struggle,	to	be	honest.	All	of	my	A	
levels	require	a	lot	of	work	and	I	did	my	maths	A	
level	last	year,	with	me	doing	further	maths,	so	
that	was	very	stressful.	It’s	been	hard	to	manage	
my	;me	with	doing	four	A	levels	and	an	EPQ,	but	I	
think	I’ve	handled	these	challenges	quite	well.		
Q:	So	how	have	you	managed	to	balance	your	
social	life	with	college	work?	
A:	With	difficulty!	I	think	you	just	have	to	plan	your	
;me	out	carefully,	so	if	I	do	want	to	go	and	play	a	
sport	or	spend	;me	with	friends,	I	have	to	make	
sure	that	I	take	care	of	the	study	that	I	would	be	
doing	at	that	;me	at	another	;me.	
Q:	Do	you	have	any	acOviOes	that	you	take	part	in	
outside	of	your	studies?	
A:	I	play	golf,	I	play	golf	a	lot.	I	watch	a	lot	of	sports	
as	well	and	I	like	to	go	on	days	out	with	my	friends.	
Although	I	do	spend	a	lot	of	;me	studying,	I	think	
it’s	important	to	get	that	balance.		
Q:	And	what	advice	would	you	give	to	other	
students	currently	studying	for	their	A	levels?	
A:	I’d	say	keep	mo;vated.	That’s	really	important.	
Also,	set	yourself	a	goal	that’s	hard	to	achieve,	but	
that	you	believe	that	you	can	achieve	and	that	you	
honestly	want	to	accomplish.	For	me,	I	applied	to	
Cambridge	and	I	know	that	if	I	slip	up	on	any	of	my	
A	levels,	I	won’t	be	going	to	Cambridge.	Also,	make	
sure	that	you	enjoy	what	you’re	doing	because	if	
you	don’t,	you	won’t	do	well.		

					By	Jessica	Lo_us 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 		

23		



what	 science	 has	 done	 throughout	 the	 last	
few	 centuries,	 it	 can	 take	 decades	 or	 even	
centuries	 before	 the	 work	 produces	 any	
no;ceable	 change	 for	 the	 world	 around	 us.	
For	 example,	 Isaac	 Newton’s	 laws	 of	
gravita;on	 really	 did	 not	 affect	 any	
produc;on	or	work	un;l	centuries	later	when	
we	began	work	on	huge	projects	such	as	the	
missions	 to	 space.	 And	 it’s	 believed	 that	
many	discoveries	made	 recently	 really	won’t	
affect	 the	way	we	 live	our	 lives	 for	decades,	
once	 the	work	has	been	adapted	 to	suit	our	
needs	 in	 society.	 Radioac;vity	 and	
radioac;ve	 decay	 may	 have	 led	 to	 the	
crea;on	of	nuclear	weapons,	but	it	also	lead	
to	 the	 most	 accurate	 clock	 ever	 created	 by	
humans,	shaping	the	modern	computer.		

	 So	 now	 you	 know	 why	 these	
discoveries	 are	 vital	 to	 us	 -	 how	 they	 may	
seem	 novel	 now,	 but	 soon	 they	 will	 be	
essen;al	 to	 the	 way	 we	 live	 our	 lives,	 but	
what	comes	next?	
	 	 Well	 first,	 the	 Collider	 is	 ceasing	
opera;ons	 for	 a	 two	 year	 renova;on	 and	
maintenance	period	that	will	allow	the	team	
at	 CERN	 to	 use	 more	 intense	 and	 powerful	
beams	 to	 try	 and	 create	 more	 violent	 and	
interes;ng	 collisions,	 allowing	 discoveries	 to	
be	 made	 more	 easily.	 It	 is	 also	 due	 to	 be	
installed	 with	 new,	 never	 before	 used	
magnets	in	order	to	allow	for	more	control	of	
the	beam.		
	 	 So,	 the	 very	 near	 future	 is	 basically	
empty	 for	CERN,	but	small	adjustments	over	
the	 next	 10	 years	 may	 lead	 to	 another	
genera;on	 of	 great	 discoveries	 for	 the	
collider,	and	for	the	world	around	us.		

I’m	 sure	 you’ve	 all	 heard	 of	 the	 Large	 Hadron	
Collider.	 Located	 in	 CERN,	 Switzerland,	 it	 is	 the	
world’s	largest	par;cle	accelerator	with	a	whopping	
circumference	 of	 26.7km.	 It’s	 responsible	 for	 some	
of	 the	 most	 important	 scien;fic	 discoveries	 of	 the	
last	 20	 years,	 yet	 it’s	 been	 very	 quiet,	 with	 new	
discoveries	 being	 very	 scarce.	 This	 has	 called	 into	
ques;on	the	use	of	the	facility	and	what’s	going	on	
there	now.	So,	what	lies	ahead	for	the	facility	said	to	
change	our	future	and	reveal	our	past?	

	 The	 most	 famous	 discovery	 of	 the	 LHC	 is	
most	likely	the	discovery	of	the	Higgs	Boson	par;cle,	
the	 final	 piece	 of	 the	 standard	 model	 of	 par;cle	
physics.	The	Higgs	Boson	was	theorised	by	physicist	
Peter	Higgs	in	the	1960s	and	took	un;l	2012	for	it	to	
be	 discovered.	 The	 par;cle	 is	 responsible	 for	 all	
mass	 in	 the	 universe.	 This	 hit	 the	 world	 news	
headlines	 and	 millions	 of	 people	 began	 to	 discuss	
the	 world	 of	 par;cle	 physics,	 both	 believers	 and	
those	opposed	to	the	work	at	CERN.	It’s	undeniable	
the	impact	that	the	world	felt	with	the	discovery	of	
the	 so	 called	 ‘God	 Par;cle’,	 in	 the	 immediate	 ;me	
following,	 that	 is.	 An	 issue	 that	 many	 have	 is	 that	
this	discovery,	named	as	one	of	the	most	important	
in	history,	hasn’t	seemed	to	yield	much	in	the	way	of	
help.	 And	 this	 brings	me	 to	 the	 big	 ques;on	 -	 the	
one	 million	 dollar	 ques;on	 -	 asked	 by	 millions	
around	 the	world	 in	 the	wake	of	 the	news	 and	 for	
the	years	a_erwards,	what’s	the	point?	And	this	is	a	
valid	ques;on.	For	many,	the	LHC	and	research	done	
at	 CERN	 seems	 to	 just	 be	 scien;sts	mucking	 about	
with	an	overpriced	sandpit.	Many	discoveries	hyped	
in	 the	news	never	 seem	to	come	with	any	benefits	
for	us,	the	common	folk.	However	if	you	look	at		
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Cybersecurity	 is	 a	 field	 that	 is	 constantly	
becoming	 more	 required	 and	 thus,	 more	
common.	However,	the	lack	of	women	working	
in	 cybersecurity	 is	 quite	 shocking.	 Like	 many	
professions	 focused	 around	 compu;ng,	
cybersecurity	 is	 a	 male	 dominated	 job,	 with	
around	90%	of	 cybersecurity	employees	being	
male.	This	is	an	issue	in	all	fields	of	compu;ng,	
yet	 it	 is	 especially	 concerning	 in	 cybersecurity	
as	this	is	focused	around	the	safety	of	innocent	
civilians	 like	ourselves.	Due	to	this,	 it	 is	crucial	
that	women	do	not	feel	discouraged	to	work	in	
such	an	incredible	and	important	career	simply	
as	a	result	of	their	gender.		

	So,	why	is	it	that	so	few	women	work	in	
cybersecurity?	 The	 main	 issue	 is	 stereotypes.	
Typically,	 those	who	work	 in	 cybersecurity	are	
considered	 to	 be	 incredibly	 intelligent	 males	
who	have	been	coding	in	their	bedrooms	since	
the	age	of	6.	Having	said	that,	this	ought	not	to	
be	 the	 stereotype.	 In	 actual	 fact,	 students	
don’t	even	have	to	have	studied	compu;ng	at	
high	 school	 or	 college	 to	 then	 go	 on	 to	 study	
computer	forensics	at	university,	or	become	an	
appren;ce	 in	 cybersecurity.	 Any	 student	 with	
substan;al	maths,	compu;ng	or	IT	skills	would	
be	considered	for	a	role	of	this	type.	However,	
since	 most	 students	 are	 not	 aware	 of	 this,	
there	 are	 around	 3	 million	 unfilled	
cybersecurity	jobs	worldwide.	Most	young	girls	
express	 liXle	 interest	 in	 compu;ng	 as	 a	 result	
of	 the	 ideologies	 associated	 with	 it.	
Nevertheless,	most	of	these	are	quite	false,	so	
many	 truly	 incredible	 job	 opportuni;es	
working	in	cybersecurity	are	le_	to	slip	through	
the		fingers	of	young	people	these	days.		

If	you	are	interested	in	a	career	in	cybersecurity,	
you	should	firstly	 research	cybersecurity	careers	
to	 then	 conclude	 exactly	 which	 area	 of	
cybersecurity	 you	 wish	 to	 work	 in.	 You	 should	
then	 consider	 finding	 work	 experience	 –	 all	
major	companies	will	have	a	cybersecurity	team,	
so	 there	 are	 many	 opportuni;es	 for	 you	 to	 do	
this.	 Following	 on	 from	 this,	 you	 can	 then	 look	
into	 doing	 a	 computer	 forensics	 course	 at	
university	 or,	 alterna;vely,	 finding	 a	
cybersecurity	appren;ceship.	

If	 cybersecurity	 is	 something	 that	 you	 are	
interested	 in,	 the	 following	 websites	 may	 be	
useful	to	you:	
hXps://www.cybersecurityeduca;on.org/
careers/	
hXps://www.cybersecuritychallenge.org.uk/
careers	

By	Jess	Lo_us 	 	
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The	 easiest	 ‘type’	 of	 trans	 person	 to	 talk	
about	 though	 -	 and	 the	 most	 common	 -	
although	 with	 the	 aforemen;oned	 progress	
shown	 by	 today’s	 society,	 that	 is	 becoming	
less	true	-	is	binary.	A	binary	trans	person,	or	
simply	 what	 people	 assume	 to	 be	 the	
defini;on	 of	 the	 term	 ‘transgender’,	 is	 a	
person	 born	 in	 one	 assigned	 sex,	 who	
discovers/decides	 that	 they	are	 the	opposite	
binary	gender.	A	boy	born	a	girl	for	example	-	
like	 me.	 A	 binary	 trans	 person	 is	 classically	
considered	 to	 be	 either	 FTM	 (female-to-
male)	or	MTF	(male-to-female).	

	 A	 binary	 trans	 person	may	 decide	 to	
take	one	of	many	 (or	many	of	many)	 routes	
within	 the	 possibili;es	 surrounding	 their	
transi;on.	They	may	change	 their	name	and	
pronouns,	 wear	 different	 clothing,	 make-up,	
restric;ve	 or	 padded	 items	 of	 clothing,	 and	
even	 medical	 and	 psychological	 transi;on	
op;ons	 are	 available.	 The	 most	 well-known	
form	 of	 transi;on	 (aside	 from	 changing	
names	 and	 pronouns	 of	 course)	 is	 hormone	
therapy,	and	 right	alongside	 it;	 ‘the	 surgery’.	
Hormone	 therapy	 -	 taking	 oestrogen	 (MTF),	
testosterone	 (FTM)	 or	 hormone	 inhibitors	
(blockers)	 -	 changes	 the	biological	 chemistry	
of	 someone’s	 body	 on	 the	 hormonal	 (who	
would’ve	guessed?)	level.	Changing	body	hair	
in	 various	 ways,	 weight	 redistribu;on,	 vocal	
changes,	 muscle	 to	 fat	 ra;os	 changing,	 and	
many	 other	 aspects	 are	 a	 part	 of	 what	
hormone	 therapy	 entails,	 helping	 to	 either	
masculinise	 or	 feminize	 a	 person.	 Surgeries	
are	 another	 famous	 form	 of	 transi;on.	 Top	
surgery	(although	not	en;rely	exclusive	in	all	
ways	 to	 FTM	 trans	 people)	 is,	 in	 short,	 the	
removal	 of	 the	 breast	 ;ssue,	 crea;ng	 a	 flat,	
more	masculine	appearance	of	the	chest.	

	BoXom	surgery	appears	to	be	a	more	
popular	 topic	with	 people	who	 are	 unaware	
of	the	details	of	transi;oning.	

An	increasingly	important,	yet	undervalued	concern	
of	 today’s	 society,	 is	 the	 growing	 popula;on	 of	
transgender	youth.	 It	 is	becoming	 increasingly	clear	
that	 one	 thing	 benefi;ng	 us,	 as	 a	 society	 moving	
forward,	 is	 the	 increasing	 number	 of	 people	 who	
feel	 comfortable	 showing	who	 they	 are,	 no	maXer	
how	 different.	 To	 be	 clear,	 it’s	 not	 necessarily	 true	
that	 there	 are	 more	 transgender	 youth	 now,	 but	
simply	 that	 as	 ;mes	 have	 moved	 on,	 the	 people	
falling	under	this	umbrella	are	finally	emerging	now	
that	they	feel	safer	to	do	so.	

	 So,	 isn’t	 it	 important	 that	 the	 people	 who	
don’t	 fall	 under	 this	 umbrella	 be	 informed	 of	 the	
people	who	are?	They	are	people	just	like	any	of	us	
a_er	 all,	 and	 you’re	 likely	 to	 meet	 at	 least	 one	
person	 iden;fying	 differently	 in	 gender	 to	
cisgendered	(a	person	who	iden;fies	with	their	birth	
gender)	in	your	life;me	-	well,	 it’s	more	likely	you’ll	
meet	far	more	than	just	one.	

	 Firstly,	 let’s	 get	 some	 terms	out	of	 the	way.	
The	 term	 transgender	 refers	 to	 any	 persons	
iden;fying	 as	 anything	 other	 than	 cisgender.	 That	
means	 non-binary,	 genderfluid,	 agender,	 binary	
transgender,	and	all	of	the	other	‘-gender’	terms	you	
can	probably	think	of.	Being	trans	as	a	young	person	
also	means	more	than	you	may	think.	Puberty?	Oh,	
you	already	thought	 it	was	hell?	Could	you	imagine	
going	 through	 the	wrong	 puberty?	 It’s	 a	 sensi;ve	
topic	 for	 everyone,	 not	 just	 trans	 people,	 but	 it	 is	
s;ll	important;	how	a	young	girl	may	feel	about	her	
voice	becoming	deeper	against	her	belief	of	who	she	
is,	a	young	boy	developing	breasts?	Same	problem.	
It’s	 an	 embarrassing	 topic	 to	 talk	 about,	 let	 alone	
live	through.	
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I	 can’t	 even	 begin	 to	 describe	 to	 you	 how	
many	 (usually)	 inappropriate	 ques;ons	 I’ve	
had	 in	 my	 life	 from	 people	 concerning	 this.	
“So	what	do	you	have?”,	 “Do	you,	 like,	have	
both	down	there?”,	“What	does	it	look	like?”	
And	 so	 on,	 and	 so	 on.	 Sexual	 Reassignment	
Surgery,	 ‘boXom’	 surgery,	 ‘the	 surgery’,	
whatever	you	want	to	call	it	-	although	SRS	is	
the	medical,	and	poli;cally	correct,	term		
-	 is	 the	surgical	construc;on	of	 the	opposite	
sex’s	genitalia.	It	can	involve	the	construc;on	
of	en;rely	new	components,	 the	 removal	of	
original	 ones,	 and	 many	 other	 varying	
degrees	of	surgical	altera;on.	I’d	easily	write	
about	 this	 for	 days,	 but	 you	 probably	 don’t	
want	to	read	an	ar;cle	that	long,	and	I	have	a	
word	count	to	s;ck	to.	

	So,	 let	me	actually	address	what	 this	
ar;cle	is	about,	now	that	I’ve	given	you	just	a	
peek	 into	 the	world	 of	 transi;on.	 It	may	 be	
increasingly	more	 common	 that	 transgender	
people,	youths,	in	par;cular,	are	feeling	more	
comfortable	 to	 ‘come	 out’	 now	 more	 than	
ever	 before,	 but	 it	 is	 truly	 astonishing	 how	
badly	 they	 can	 s;ll	 be	 treated,	 and	 it	 is	
especially	 baffling	 how	 misunderstood	 they	
truly	 are.	 Many	 don’t	 understand	 their	
dysphoria	 (distress	 caused	 by	 the	 conflict	
between	your	gender	and	sex)	or	their	 lives,	
and	 as	 a	 society,	 we	 tend	 to	 shun	what	 we	
don’t	 understand.	 So,	 I	 ask	 you	 to	 take	 a	
minute	 and	 realise	how	many	 young	people	
out	 there	 are	 struggling,	 issues	 like	 bullying	
only	make	 their	 increasingly	difficult	 journey	
harder,	an	uphill	baXle	to	accept	themselves	
when	others	don't	accept	 them.	 Invalida;on	
is	 a	 real	 mood	 killer,	 let	 me	 tell	 you	 -	 and	
depression,	 anxiety,	 and	 even	 suicide	
sta;s;cs	 are	 scarily	 high	 when	 you	 look	 at	
trans	youths.	All	struggle,	and	like	with	every	
struggle	in	life:	some	don’t	make	it.	

	 So,	 I	 ask	 you,	 now	 that	 you	 know	 a	
liXle	more	about	their	individuali;es,	to	take	
a	minute	if	you	ever	meet	someone	(like	me,	
for	 instance)	 and	 do	 them	 a	 kindness	 -	 the	
easiest	of	which	being	 just	 as	 simple	as	 it	 is	
easy:	leave	them	alone.	Simply	showing	your	
considera;on	goes	a	long	way,	trust	me.	As	
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cheesy	 as	 it	 sounds:	 kindness	 really	 does	
cost	nothing.	And	one	last	thing	I	ask,	is	that	
the	next	;me	you	meet	someone	new,	when	
you	 ask	 for	 their	 name,	 ask	 for	 their	
pronouns	 too.	 You’d	 never	 assume	
someone’s	 name,	 so	 why	 assume	 their	
gender?	

My	 name	 is	 Andrew,	 a	 transgender	 boy	 in	
Year	12.	If	you	have	any	ques;ons,	need	any	
help	or	just	want	to	talk	about	this	topic,	feel	
free	to	ask	for	me	in	the	Sixth	Form.	



Giving	to	the	Children’s	Ward	

Being	 in	 hospital	 at	 any	 ;me	 of	 the	 year	 isn’t	
much	 fun.	 I	 should	 know;	when	 I	was	 younger,	 I	
suffered	 from	 bronchioli;s.	 This	meant	 spending	
countless	 days	 and	 nights	 in	 Whiston	 Hospital	
using	 a	 device	 called	 a	 nebuliser	 to	 help	 me	
breathe.	 As	 I	 became	 older,	 I	 learned	 to	 control	
my	 condi;on.	 However,	 at	 special	 ;mes	 of	 the	
year,	 I	 o_en	 thought	 about	 the	 boys	 and	 girls	
spending	 the	 holidays	 in	 hospital.	 I	 wondered	
what	 I	 could	 do	 to	 let	 them	 know	 that	 people	
were	thinking	about	them.	

	 My	 friends	 and	 I	 had	 always	 loved	
Halloween,	especially	 going	around	houses	 “trick	
or	 trea;ng”.	 I	 decided	 that	 if	 the	 children	 in	
hospital	 couldn’t	 trick	or	 treat	 in	person,	 I	would	
bring	 the	 experience	 to	 them.	 I	 bought	 some	
packs	 of	 plas;c	 Halloween	 toys,	 such	 as	 scary	
skeletons	and	spider	 rings,	and	some	sweets	and	
lollipops.	 I	 then	 wrapped	 up	 parcels	 of	 treats	 in	
Halloween	 paper.	 However,	 I	 was	 concerned	
about	 those	 children	 who	 were	 “nil	 by	 mouth”	
and	wouldn’t	be	able	to	eat	the	sweets.	For	these	
children,	 I	 bought	 small	 wind-up	 pumpkin	 toys	
instead.	

	 When	 the	 day	 came,	 I	 called	 into	 the	
children’s	ward	at	Whiston	Hospital	to	deliver	the	
treats.	The	nurses	were	extremely	grateful	and,	as	
I	was	leaving,	a	liXle	girl	dressed	as	a	witch	came	
up	 to	 the	nurses’	 sta;on	 to	 collect	her	 treat	and	
say	thanks.	

The	sweets	and	toys	hadn’t	cost	a	fortune,	and	it	
hadn’t	 taken	 long	 to	 get	 to	 the	hospital,	 but	 the	
happiness	from	seeing	that	liXle	girl’s	smiling	face	
made	me	 wonder	 what	 else	 I	 could	 do.	 I	 asked	
about	 the	 possibility	 of	 bringing	 in	 some	 gi_s	 at	
Christmas	 for	 those	 children	 in	hospital	 over	 the	
fes;ve	period,	and	was	told	that	although	people	
generally	do	donate	toys,	such	as	teddies	for	the	
babies	and	toddlers,	not	many	people	think	of	the	
older	children.	

	Bearing	this	in	mind,	I	started	looking	out	
for	 small,	 inexpensive	 gi_s,	 paying	 par;cular	
aXen;on	to	those	suitable	for	teenagers.	Again,	I	
made	 sure	 to	 include	 gi_s	 suitable	 for	 those	
children	who	couldn’t	eat	or	who	had	to	follow	a	
strict	diet.	By	buying	one	or	two	gi_s	per	week,	I	
soon	 built	 up	 a	 collec;on.	 These	 will	 now	 be	
wrapped	and	labelled	before	I	deliver	them	to	the	
children’s	ward.	

	Being	a	pa;ent	in	hospital	can	be	difficult,	
but	 knowing	 that	 there	 are	 people	 of	 the	 same	
age	thinking	about	you	can	make	a	difference.	

By	Jess	Lo_us	
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	One	of	the	other	main	reasons	for	the	
decline	of	religion	is	the	rise	of	technology.	
When	people	have	smart-phones,	games	
consoles	and	60	inch	televisions,	why	would	
any	young	child	go	to	their	parent	on	a	
Sunday	morning	and	ask,	“Can	we	go	to	
church?”	These	days,	children,	and	many	
adults,	are	rather	addicted	to	technology,	and	
spend	so	much	;me	using	modern	
technology	that	the	ac;vi;es	that	people	
tradi;onally	took	part	in	on	the	weekend	are	
long	forgoXen	and	are,	instead,	replaced	with	
a	touch	screen.	

Religion	is	weakening	and	experiencing	a	decline	
within	 today’s	 society	 –	 that	 is	 for	 definite.	 In	
2015,	it	was	recorded	that	the	number	of	people	
aXending	 weekly	 mass	 in	 Great	 Britain	 had	
halved	 over	 the	 past	 25	 years.	 But	 why?	 Why	
does	religion	have	less	of	an	influence	on	people	
today	 than	 it	 did	 fi_y	 years	 ago?	 Why	 is	 faith	
deteriora;ng?	 Why	 is	 secularisa;on	 occurring	
within	our	society?	

	 One	 major	 factor	 in	 the	 decline	 of	
religion	 is	 the	 fact	 that	 people	 are	 now	 more	
educated	 than	 they	were	 in	 the	 past.	 Religious	
educa;on	 lessons	 in	 schools	 have	 become	 less	
biased	 and	 religious	 ideas	 and	 ideologies	 are	
now	more	open	to	cri;cism.	Therefore,	students	
are	 allowed	 to,	 and	 o_en	 even	 encouraged	 to,	
ques;on	 their	 faith	 and	 the	 religions	of	others.	
Students	 are	 given	 the	 opportunity	 to	 explore	
various	 religious	 and	 scien;fic	 ideas.	 Students	
can	 now	 even	 achieve	 marks	 in	 exams	 for	
construc;ng	 a	 balanced	 argument	 about	 a	
maXer	 that	 would	 once	 have	 been	 almost	
criminal	 to	ques;on,	 such	as	 “If	God	allows	 for	
suffering	 to	 exist,	 is	 he	 really	 all-loving?”	 This	
then	 results	 in	 students	 discovering	 new	
perspec;ves,	 other	 than	 simply	 accep;ng	 the	
guidance	of	their	religion.	

	 In	 addi;on	 to	 this,	 it	 is	 for	 certain	 that	
countries	 today	 are	 far	 more	 developed	 than	
they	 used	 to	 be.	 Religion	 used	 to	 thrive	 in	 less	
economically	 developed	 countries	 because	 the	
people	living	there	turned	to	religion	for	a	sense	
of	 hope.	 However,	 as	 countries	 are	 becoming	
wealthier,	and	therefore	more	developed,	fewer	
people	feel	as	though	religion	is	the	only	way	to	
have	hope	within	their	life.	This	is	why	religion	is	
experiencing	a	drama;c	decline	interna;onally.	
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How	to	enhance	your	STEM	CV	

ac;vi;es	 around	 it,	 as	 well	 as	 promo;ng	 so_	
skills	 like	 teamwork	 which	 employers	 like.	
STEM	compeOOons	
A	 follow-on	 from	 STEM	 clubs,	with	more	 of	 a	
focus	 on	 project-based	 ac;vi;es	 that	 lead	 to	
going	 up	 against	 others	 for	 a	 reward.	 The	
benefit	 of	 this	 is	 that	 it	 shows	more	 of	 a	 real	
world	 applica;on	 of	 your	 project,	 with	 ;me	
limits	and	it	shows	that	you	have	the	ability	to	
work	 to	 requirements,	 which	 employers	 like.	
An	 example	 of	 this	 is	 that	 I	 competed	 in	 a	
compe;;on	 run	 by	 Unilever,	 with	 3	 other	
students,	 having	 to	 design	 a	 product	 for	 a	
specific	 brief	 and	 then	 go	 on	 to	 present	 it	 to	
staff.	We	 worked	 hard	 as	 a	 team,	 going	 onto	
win	that	compe;;on	with	the	prize	being	that	
we	got	to	go	to	their	R&D	site	in	Port	Sunlight	
for	 3	 days,	 where	 they	 made	 our	 actual	
product	for	us.	The	benefit	of	this	compe;;on,	
and	others,	is	that	they	put	a	real	work	job	like	
applica;on	 on	 it	 which	 shows	 the	 applica;on	
of	 what	 doing	 STEM	 subjects	 leads	 to.	
Universi;es	like	this	as	it	shows	passion	for	the		
area	and	how	you	give	your	;me	and	dedicate	
it	 to	 the	 subject,	 as	 well	 as	 showing	 the	 so_	
skills,	like	teambuilding	and	leadership.	
Summer	schools	
Summer	 schools	 are	 for	 y12	 students,	 mainly	
with	 the	 intent	 of	 going	 and	 living	 like	 a	
university	 student,	 where	 you	 learn	 about	
what	 your	 subject	 is	 like	 at	 university.	 There	
are	 2	 main	 summer	 school	 programmes	 for	
STEM	 students:	 SuXon	 Trust	 summer	 schools	
and	 Head	 Start	 summer	 schools.	 SuXon	 Trust	
summer	 schools	 are	 free	 and	 are	 run	 to	
improve	 social	 mobility	 and	 to	 address	
educa;onal	 disadvantage,	 covering	 a	 wide	
range	 of	 subjects,	 including	 STEM	 subjects,	
being	run	at	a	variety	of	universi;es,	 including	
Oxbridge	and	Russell	Group	universi;es.	Head	
Start	also	runs	summer	schools	focused	around	
STEM,	specifically	offering	a	wide	range	of	

What	is	STEM?	
STEM	 is	 an	 acronym	 for	 Science,	 Technology,	
Engineering	and	Maths,	encompassing	millions	of	
jobs	 and	playing	 a	 crucial	 role	 in	 how	 the	world	
works,	having	a	profound	impact	in	our	everyday	
lives.	This	is	despite	STEM	subjects	and	jobs	being	
considered	 one	 of	 the	 accelera;ng	 forces	 for	
future	 economic	 growth	 across	 the	 UK.	 STEM	
jobs	will	grow	at	double	the	rate	of	occupa;ons,	
crea;ng	142,000	jobs	between	now	and	2023.			
The	purpose	of	this	arOcle:	
Those	going	into	the	field	are	up	against	some	of	
the	 brightest	 minds	 in	 the	 country,	 and	 from	
around	 the	 world,	 both	 in	 terms	 of	 going	 for	
university	 places	 and	 for	 future	 STEM	 related	
jobs.	 This	 ar;cle	 helps	 prepare	 for	 both	 by	
enhancing	your	CV,	making	it	shine	above	the	rest	
with	ways	 to	engage	 in	 the	area	 that	will	 reflect	
strongly	upon		yourself.	
STEM	clubs	
STEM	 clubs	 are	 applicable	 for	 students	 from	
12-18,	ranging	in	complexity	and	skills,	whether	it	
is	star;ng	out	or	for	an	expert	who	wishes	to	find	
the	newest	and	most	engaging	ac;vi;es.	Science,	
technology	 and	 engineering	 clubs	 are	 usually	
intended	for	secondary	school	students	for	them	
to	grow	their	knowledge	around	the	field	and	to	
show	 them	 a	 range	 of	 applica;ons	 that	 it	 can	
have.	An	example	of	 this	 is	 that	 I	 took	part	 in	 a	
robo;cs	 club	 in	 year	 9,	 which	 involved	
transforming	 a	 kit	 full	 of	 bits	 and	 pieces	 and	
transforming	 it	 into	 a	 full	 func;oning	 robot	 that	
we	 then	 took	 to	 a	 compe;;on.	 This	 gave	 me	
knowledge	 and	 a	 basic	 understanding	 of	
engineering	and	 technology	 in	an	area	 that	 isn’t	
covered	on	the	curriculum.	The	benefits	of	these	
clubs	 is	 that	 it	 is	an	example	of	where	you,	as	a	
student,	 have	heightened	 your	 understanding	of	
engineering	 -	 in	 this	 example,	 showing	 your	
passion	 for	 the	 subject	 and	 your	 thrust	 for	
knowledge	 based	 around	 the	 subject.	 This	 then	
shows	universi;es	that	you	are	engaged	and	love	
your	subject,	going	above	and	beyond	to	do	

By	Zach	Cunningham 	
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courses	 at	 different	 universi;es.	 The	 benefit	
of	 summer	 schools	 is	 that	 they	 show	 your	
passion	for	that	area	to	the	university	which	
is	what	they	love.	They	give	you	more	insight	
into	 the	 area	 that	 you	 can	 draw	 into	 your	
personal	statement	and	interview.	
Further	reading:	
The	two	dreaded	words	that	make	most	of	us	
groan	 don’t	 directly	 mean	 what	 they	 say	 -	
further	 reading	 encompasses	 everything		
outside	 of	 your	 specifica;on	 taught	 in	
schools	 to	 give	 you	more	 knowledge	on	 the	
subject	 you	 want	 to	 do.	 This	 includes	 most	
obviously	 reading	 books	 on	 your	 area,	 but	
can	also	be	as	simple	as	watching	TED	talks,	
documentaries,	 reading	 news	 ar;cles	 or	
listening	to	podcasts.	It	shows	your	keenness	
for	the	subject	as	you	are	spending	your	own	
;me	to	do	it	and	look	into	it,	even	though	it	
doesn’t	 directly	 enhance	 your	 school	 work.	
Oxbridge	 put	 a	 massive	 emphasis	 on	 it	 as	
they	 want	 to	 see	 you	 adore	 your	 subject.	
Other	 universi;es	 also	 like	 to	 see	 it	 as	well,	
but	don’t	require	it,	as	such.			
Leadership	of	STEM	clubs/teams:	
It	is	not	as	easy	to	do,	however,	it	shows	how	
commiXed	you	are	to	STEM	if	you	run	a	club	
for	younger	students	-	it	shows	how	you	wish	
to	 pass	 on	 the	 importance	 of	 it	 and	
willingness	 to	 promote	 it.	 Leadership	 is	
important	 to	 universi;es	 as	 it	 shows	 other	
quali;es	of	the	individual	that	employers	are	
more	 bothered	 about	 as	 it	 is	 a	 transferable	
skill	 to	 the	workplace.	 This	 can	 differen;ate	
you	from	someone	else	for	a	job	as	you	have	
the	ability	to	lead	a	team,	as	you’ve	shown	in	
the	past.	
Work	experience:	
It	 is	 becoming	 more	 and	 more	 important	
over	;me,	due	to	 its	workplace	applica;ons,	
that	work	experience	 isn’t	 just	about	gefng	
to	 shadow	 an	 engineer,	 for	 example,	 but	 is	
more	about	what	 you	have	goXen	out	of	 it.	
Universi;es	 like	 work	 experience,	 but	 they	
care	more	for	what	you	gained.	For	example,	
if	you	learnt	about	how	to	build	something	in	
a	 new	 way,	 a	 new	 principle	 in	 engineering	
that	you	learnt	etc.		
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Overall	
Universi;es	 and	 employers	 like	 CVs	 which	
contain	as	many	things	as	possible,	with	the	
effect	 of	 how	 it	 has	 affected	 you	 in	 detail.	
This	is	due	to	the	growing	number	of	people	
with	 similar	 results	and	 the	only	discernible	
way	to	tell	one	apart	from	the	other	is	what	
extras	they	have	done.	It	is	never	too	late	to	
take	 part	 in	 ac;vi;es	 to	 boost	 your	 CV,	
however,	start	as	early	as	possible	and	do	as	
much	 as	 possible,	 because	 it	 will	 help	 you	
grow	 immensely.	 Only	 do	 things	 you	 are	
passionate	about	as	that	will	make	life	taking	
part	 in	 these	ac;vi;es	much	easier	and	will	
help	you	to	get	more	out	of	them.		



The	story	of	D.B	Cooper:	

On	 that	 a_ernoon,	 a	man	boarded	Northwest	
Orient	 Flight	 305	 between	 Portland,	 Oregon	
and	 SeaXle,	Washington	 under	 the	 name	Dan	
Cooper.	Once	he	had	boarded,	he	lit	a	cigareXe	
and	ordered	himself	a	whisky	and	coke.	He	was	
described	as	being	 in	his	mid-for;es,	between	
5_	10in	and	6_	tall.	Around	a	third	of	the	way	
into	the	flight,	he	handed	one	of	the	hostesses	
on	the	flight	a	note	and	suggested	that	she	‘got	
to	 reading’.	 As	 the	 flight	was	 rather	 busy,	 she	
didn’t	 read	 the	 note	 un;l	 Cooper	 himself	
requested	 that	 she	 did	 because	 he	 ‘had	 a	
bomb’.	 The	 hostess	 sat	 next	 to	 him,	 and	
demanded	 to	 see	 the	 bomb	 that	 he	 had	
created.	 When	 Cooper	 opened	 his	 briefcase,	
there	were	8	red	cylinders	that	were	connected	
to	 a	 ;mer	 in	 there.	 Cooper	 stated	 that	 his	
demands	 were	 as	 follows,	 ‘$200,000	 in	
American	 currency,	 4	 parachutes	 and	 for	 the	
plane	to	be	refuelled	when	it	touched	down	in	
Washington’.	 Once	 the	 plane	 had	 arrived	 in	
Washington,	 he	 ordered	 for	 the	 aXendants	 to	
close	the	blinds	in	order	to	prevent	being	taken	
out	by	a	police	sniper.	Once	the	parachutes	and	
the	money	had	been	delivered	onto	the	plane,	
and	 the	 passengers	 had	 been	 evacuated,	 the	
plane	 took	 off	 towards	Mexico	 City	 with	 only	
the	 pilot,	 one	 flight	 aXendant	 and	 Cooper	 on	
board.	Once	over	Utah,	Cooper	used	one	of	his	
parachutes	 to	 escape	 out	 of	 the	 back	 of	 the	
plane	and	out	over	a	dense	forest.	Cooper	was	
never	 seen	 again,	 and	 only	 $5,000	 dollars	 of	
the	 money	 was	 ever	 recovered,	 and	 it	 was	
severely	burned.	The	 fact	 that	he	hijacked	 the	
plane	isn’t	the	mystery	in	the	story,	as	it	was	in	

the	70s,	when	plane	security	was	almost	non-
existent,	it	is	the	fact	that	a_er	all	these	years,	
he	hasn’t	been	tracked,	and	there	has	been	no	
trace	of	the	most	infamous	man	in	America.	

The	Mystery	of	D.B	Cooper:	

Over	 the	 course	 of	 the	 last	 47	 years,	 the	
American	Government	has	never	been	able	to	
decipher	 this	 mystery.	 The	 iden;ty	 of	 D.B	
Cooper	 has	 remained	 unknown,	 and	 the	man	
himself	 has	 escaped.	 There	 were	 66	
fingerprints	found	on	the	plane,	none	of	which	
could	 be	 iden;fied.	 However,	 Cooper	 le_	 his	
;e	and	his	;e	clip	on	board	before	jumping	out	
the	 back	 of	 the	 plane.	 The	 search	 for	 Cooper	
was	the	most	extensive	in	U.S.	history,	and	yet	
he	was	never	iden;fied.	Nearly	5	decades	from	
the	hijacking,	 the	 security	 of	 planes	has	been	
increased,	 in	 order	 to	 make	 sure	 that	 this	
cannot	happen	again.	The	FBI	have	placed	the	
case	 under	 their	 top	 10	 unsolved	 cases	 in	
American	history.	

By	Thomas	Johnston	
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When	it	comes	to	unsolved	mysteries,	there	aren’t	many	that	have	puzzled	
detec?ves	more	than	the	case	of	the	infamous	D.B	Cooper.	To	begin,	D.B	Cooper	
isn’t	actually	a	real	person,	but	a	pseudonym	given	to	a	gentleman	who	hijacked	
a	Boeing	jet	on	the	aHernoon	of	November	24th	1971.	
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In	my	opinion:		

I	believe	that	it	was	indeed	Reca	that	did	it,	as	
he	 had	 the	 qualifica;ons,	 and	 has	 admiXed,	
numerous	 ;mes	 that	 he	 has	 done	 it.	 His	
landing	place	links	up	with	the	flight	path	and	
the	es;mated	;me	of	 jump	out	of	 the	plane.	
However,	none	of	the	money	can	be	linked	to	
him,	which	 is	 suspicious.	However,	 this	 is	 the	
best	theory	in	comparison	to	the	‘alien’	story.	
In	all,	this	story	is	one	of	the	most	interes;ng	
unsolved	mysteries,	and	I,	for	one,	am	excited	
to	 see	 where	 it	 goes	 since	 the	 case	 was	
reopened	in	2016.	

The	Theories	surrounding	D.B	Cooper:	

The	biggest	 theory	 in	 the	 case	 is	 that	of	 a	man	
name	Walter	Reca,	who	 lives	 in	Cle	Elum	in	the	
Cascades,	who	said	that	he	landed	there	a_er	he	
parachuted	out	of	a	727	with	$200,000	strapped	
to	his	 chest.	Decades	 later,	Reca	confessed	 to	a	
friend	 that	 he	 had	 commiXed	 the	 hijacking	
under	 the	 pseudonym	D.B	 Cooper	 and	made	 a	
clean	getaway.	The	thing	about	 this	 theory	 that	
makes	 it	 so	 popular	 is	 the	 fact	 that	 Reca	 is	 a	
decorated	paratrooper	 for	 the	U.S	military	who	
could	 have	 carried	 out	 this	 opera;on	 without	
being	 detected.	 However,	 this	 theory	 can	 be	
quashed	as	the	FBI	believe	that	the	man	who	did	
this	 wasn’t	 very	 experienced,	 as	 someone	who	
knew	what	 they	were	doing	wouldn’t	 jump	out	
of	 a	 plane	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 the	 night,	 over	 a	
dense	forest	and	with	a	strong	crosswind.	
Another	theory	-	one	which	is	on	the	other	end	
of	the	side	of	believable	-	is	that	D.B	Cooper	was	
an	 alien	 who	 came	 down	 to	 Earth	 in	 order	 to	
test	 how	 weak	 the	 human	 popula;on	 are	 by	
staging	 a	 hijacking	 and	 then	 disappearing	 for	
many	years.	The	part	of	the	theory	that	explains	
how	 the	 money	 came	 back,	 is	 that	 the	 aliens	
were	trying	to	test	human	advancements	 in	the	
years	a_er	the	hijacking,	and	to	see	if	they	could	
detect	that	the	banknotes	were	in	fact	the	ones	
that	 ‘D.B	Cooper’	had	stolen.	This	theory	 is	one	
that	is	rather	farfetched,	and	is	only	believed	by	
a	niche	group	of	conspiracy	theorists.	



The	World	Cup	is	a	tournament	every	football	
fan	 across	 the	 globe	 waits	 for	 in	 mass	
an;cipa;on.	 Every	 four	 years,	 32	 na;ons	 -	
perhaps	soon	to	be	48	-	compete	for	the	most	
pres;gious	 prize	 in	 all	 of	 sport	 and	 to	 have	
their	 names	 wriXen	 into	 footballing	 history	
alongside	those	such	as	Pèlè,	Zinedine	Zidane,	
and	 Diego	 Maradona.	 The	 tournament	 has	
been	hosted	all	over	the	world,	in	na;ons	such	
as	Uruguay,	 South	Africa,	Mexico,	 Italy	 -	 even	
here	in	England	-	and	most	recently,	in	Russia,	
in	 2018.	 The	 turn	 of	 the	 22nd	 quadrennial	
compe;;on	 has	 been	 handed	 to	 the	 Middle	
Eastern	 na;on	 of	 Qatar,	 and	 has	 been	
shrouded	 in	 controversy	 amongst	 the	
footballing	 world;	 with	 the	 head	 governing	
body	of	football	FIFA	coming	under	a	lot	of	fire	
when	 the	 hosts	 were	 announced.	 along	 with	
Russia.	 back	 in	 2010.	 A_er	 the	 closing	 of	 the	
World	Cup	 in	South	Africa,	a	 reported	bribery	
scandal	 from	 the	 Qatari	 representa;ves	
flooded	 the	 back	 pages	 of	 the	 world’s	
newspapers.	The	protest	against	Qatar	hos;ng	
the	 World	 Cup	 had	 many	 points	 of	 interest,	
which	will	be	explored	in	this	ar;cle	and	I	hope	
to	 give	 you	 some	 understanding	 of	 the	 inner	
workings	that	go	into	hos;ng	the	world’s	most	
viewed	event	and	how	the	tradi;ons	of	doing	
so	will	translate	to	the	Arabian	Gulf	in	4	years’	
;me.		

	 Qatar	 is	 a	 country	with	 a	 rich	 history,	
da;ng	 back	 over	 50,000	 years,	 with	 Islam	
being	 the	 na;on’s	 dominant	 religion	 since	
661A.D.	This	is	the	worry	of	many	fans	that	will	
be	 travelling	 when	 2022	 rolls	 around.	
According	to	Qatar’s	cons;tu;on,	Sharia	law	is	
the	main	source	of	Qatari	legisla;on	(however	
in	prac;ce	there	is	a	mix	of	civil	law	and	Sharia	
law),	 and	 with	 the	 world	 being	 as	 socially	
developed	 as	 it	 is	 today,	 many	 of	 the	 things	
considered	 common	 in	 Qatar	 will	 seem	 very	
backwards	to	most	of	the	developed	world.		

By	Ben	Edgington	

34		

For	example,	anyone	caught	 in	a	homosexual	
act	 could	 be	 sentenced	 to	 a	 minimum	 of	
seven	 years	 in	 prison,	 and	 ‘repeated	
offenders’	can	be	given	the	death	penalty.	As	
well	 as	 this,	 in	 court,	 women’s	 tes;mony	 is	
counted	 as	 only	 being	 worth	 half	 that	 of	 a	
man’s.	

	 Other	 laws	 include	 flogging	 as	 a	
punishment	for	alcohol	consump;on,	which	is	
controversial	 as	 the	 beverage	 that	 would	 be	
most	associated	with	a	game	of	football	would	
be	beer,	 and	 the	drinking	 culture	 that	 comes	
with	 football	 fans	 will	 be	 tested	 upon	 the	
tournament.	 In	 2010,	 at	 least	 18	 people	
(mostly	 foreign	 na;onals)	 were	 sentenced	 to	
receive	 between	 40	 and	 100	 lashes	 for	
offences	 involving	 "illicit	 sexual	 rela;ons"	 or	
alcohol	consump;on.	However,	Qatari	officials	
have	 also	 indicated	 a	 willingness	 to	 allow	
alcohol	in	"fan	zones"	at	the	2022	World	Cup,	
but	 this	 won’t	 be	 extended	 to	 other	 public	
places.	 The	 laws	 don’t	 just	 apply	 for	Muslim	
ci;zens	of	Qatar	 either,	 as	 in	 2006,	 a	 Filipino	
woman	 received	 100	 lashes	 for	 commifng	
adultery.	 It	 is	 unclear	 whether	 the	
cons;tu;onal	 laws	will	 be	 somewhat	 relaxed	
for	 the	 dura;on	 of	 the	 tournament.	 It	 will	
most	likely	affect	the	amount	of	fans	travelling		
to	 Qatar,	 as	 they	 will	 be	 worried	 about	 the	
things	 that	 they	 consider	 common	 prac;ce	
when	 watching	 football	 and	 whether	 these	
will	be	acceptable	in	the	Middle	East.		



There	 have	 been	 mul;ple	 reports	 that	 the	
construc;on	 of	 the	 World	 Cup	 ci;es	 and	
stadiums	 has	 been	 by	 slave	 labourers	 from	
countries	 such	 as	 India	 and	Nepal.	 It	 has	 been	
rumoured	 by	 the	 BBC	 that	 well	 over	 1,200	
migrant	workers	have	died	whilst	building	these	
venues.	 There	 is	 no	 denying	 that	 the	 workers	
have	 been	 denied	 basic	 human	 rights.	 The	
Qatari	 government	 clearly	 don’t	 want	 these	
secrets	 to	 be	 revealed,	 as	 a	 BBC	 camera	 crew	
were	arrested	for	aXemp;ng	to	gather	footage	
of	the	workers	in	Doha.		

	 Corrup;on	 is	 no	 stranger	 to	 sport,	 and	
countless	 cases	 have	made	 the	 headlines	 over	
the	 years.	 The	 emergence	 of	 mass	 media	 and	
the	digital	age	have	helped	to	bring	these	cases	
to	 the	 public	 eye	 and	 to	 bring	 shame	 and	
punishment	to	those	who	involved.	This	case	is	
no	different	-	Qatar	has	been	at	the	forefront	of	
interna;onal	 debate	 and	 confronta;on.	 The	
way	in	which	they	achieved	the	right	to	host	the	
2022	 World	 Cup	 is	 shrouded	 in	 controversy.	
There	 are	 rumours	 that	 Qatari	 representa;ves	
bribed	 the	 other	 bidding	 na;ons,	 hoping	 to	
secure	the	tournament	(including	U.S.A.,	South	
Korea,	 Japan	and	Australia)	and	FIFA	knew	and	
did	 nothing	 to	 prevent	 it.	 There	 is	 evidence	 to	
confirm	 this	 being	 true,	 as	 in	 2015,	 fourteen	
people	in	connec;on	with	FIFA	were	put	under	
inves;ga;on	 by	 the	 FBI	 for	 wire	 fraud,	
racketeering	 and	 money	 laundering.	 All	
fourteen	took	guilty	pleas.	As	well	as	this,	it	was	
alleged	 that	 seven	 high	 ranking	 FIFA	 officials	
had	 accepted	 over	 $150million	 in	 bribes	 and	
were	 arrested	 before	 the	 65th	 FIFA	 Congress.	
This	 case	 led	 to	 many	 high	 ranking	 officials	
being	removed	from	their	posi;ons	and	banned	
from	 all	 footballing	 events	 for	 significant	
amounts	of	;me.	The	most	significant	of	 these	
removals	 was	 the	 long-;me	 serving	 president,	
Sepp	 BlaXer,	 who	 resigned	 a_er	 17	 years	 of	
leadership	 due	 to	 the	 corrup;on	 case	 which	
involved	 himself.	 He	 was	 banned	 from	 all	
footballing	 ac;vi;es	 for	 eight	 years	 and	 many	
people	 associate	 this	 case	 with	 the	 bidding	
process	of	the	2022	World	Cup	and	the	alleged	
corrup;on	that	came	with	it.	

	If	the	Qatari	representa;ves	were	found	
guilty	of	bribery,	the	tournament	
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should	be	rescheduled	and	relocated	to	another	
na;on,	but	this	is	simply	unheard	of.	The	World	
Cup	 has	 always	 been	 a	 summer	 tournament,	
but	in	Qatar	is	set	to	end	on	the	18th	December,	
giving	 less	 than	 a	month	 for	 64	matches	 to	 be	
played,	which	will	be	very	strenuous	for	players	
and	fans	alike.		

	 There	 have	 also	 been	 calls	 by	
CONMEBOL,	 the	 South	 American	 football	
governing	body,	to	extend	the	tournament	to	48	
teams,	 which	 would	 mean	 96	 games	 would	
need	 to	 be	 played	 in	 27	 days,	which	would	 be	
nigh	on	 impossible,	with	3	or	4	games	needing	
to	be	played	every	day.	The	change	in	dates	has	
been	 made	 because	 of	 the	 summer	
temperatures	 reaching	 upwards	 of	 50	 degrees	
Celsius,	which	 is	unbearable,	even	 if	you	aren’t	
running	 around	 a	 football	 pitch	 for	 up	 to	 120	
minutes.	 The	 argument	 from	 football	 fans	 is	
that,	 ‘if	 the	 tournament	 cannot	 be	 held	 in	 the	
summer,	it	shouldn’t	be	held	there	at	all’,	which	
is	a	valid	argument	as	the	tournament	has	only	
ever	been	held	in	the	summer	months.	Not	only	
this,	but	many	of	 the	European	and	worldwide	
leagues	 operate	 on	 a	winter	 schedule,	 running	
from	July/August	to	May/June,	and	this	break	in	
the	 season	 could	 have	 massive	 financial	
repercussions	 for	European	teams	that	operate	
on	a	winter	 schedule.	Teams	would	 	 likely	 lose	
millions	on	 gate	 receipts	 for	 games	 that	would	
have	been	played	in	the	27	day	period	that	the	
tournament	is	set	to	run	through.		

	On	the	flip	side,	Qatar	is	a	chance	for	the	
world	to	experience	a	new	country,	culture	and	
surroundings,	all	while	watching	their	countries	
best	 players	 go	 head-to-head	 on	 the	 biggest	
stage	 football	 has	 to	 offer.	 With	 the	 right	
amount	 of	 respect,	 things	 in	 Qatar	 could	 run	
smoothly,	 similar	 to	 the	 worries	 that	 were	
diffused	 in	 Russia	 due	 to	 good	 behaviour	 from	
travelling	fans.	However,	there	is	the	ques;on	of	
how	many	 fans	 will	 actually	 travel	 to	 Qatar	 in	
the	light	of	the	points	men;oned.		

	Hopefully	you	are	now	more	educated	in	
the	field	of	the	2022	World	Cup	and	poten;ally	
may	 have	 changed	 your	mind	 on	whether	 you	
will	travelling	to	the	Middle	East	when	the	;me	
comes.		



A	film	you	probably	haven’t	seen:		
Isle	of	Dogs	(2018)	–	Contains	
	minor	spoilers	

The	 film	 centres	 around	 the	 character	 of	 Atari,	
played	by	Koyu	Rankin,	a	12	year	old	boy	living	in	
a	small	Japanese	town	that,	due	to	an	outbreak	
of	 canine	 flu	 and	 snout	 fever,	 has	 had	 all	 dogs	
that	reside	in	the	town	deported	to	an	island	off	
the	 coast	 by	 the	 Mayor	 of	 Megasaki,	 Mayor	
Kobayashi.	 Atari	 is	 one	 of	 the	 many	 residents	
whose	dog	is	taken	by	the	act	and	so	journeys	to	
the	 island	 to	 recover	his	beloved	 canine,	 Spots.	

	 On	 this	 journey	 across	 the	 Trash	 Island,	
Atari	is	accompanied	by	a	pack	of	dogs,	including	
Bryan	Cranston’s	“Chief”,	Edward	Norton’s	“Rex”	
and	Jeff	Goldblum’s	“Boss”.	Atari	is	an	interes;ng	
character	 because,	 like	 all	 other	 human	
characters	 in	 the	 film,	 he	 speaks	 his	 na;ve	
tongue,	 which	 is	 Japanese,	 and	 since	 he	 is	
deserted	on	an	island	with	no	other	humans.	Yet	
he	 is	 never	 translated	 for,	 so	 you	 would	 think	
that	forming	a	bond	with	him	would	be	difficult,	
yet	 it	 feels	 so	 natural.	 He	 is	 smart,	 driven	 and	
loving,	 forming	 a	 fantas;c	 rela;onship	 with	
Chief.	Chief	plays	the	role	of	the	grizzled	old	dog	
who	doesn't	care	for	humans	and	hates	them	for	
the	deporta;on.	He	is	also	a	stray	so	feels	hatred	
and	 anger	 for	 humans.	 Chief’s	 arc	 throughout	
the	 film	 isn’t	 original,	 by	 any	 stretch	 of	 the	
imagina;ons;	 a	 grizzled	 old	 man	 with	 a	 young	
adventurer	is	only	ever	des;ned	to	go	one	place,	
but	that	does	not	make	it	boring.	His	

development	is	truly	magnificent	and	you	can	
relate	 to	 him,	 even	 if	 you	 have	 nothing	 in	
common	with	his	experiences.	

	To	not	talk	about	the	visuals	of	the	film	
would	 simply	 be	 a	 crime	 because	 they	 are	
nothing	 short	 of	 spectacular.	 The	 en;re	 film	
was	 made	 using	 handmade	 models	 and	
individual	pictures	for	every	single	frame.	This	
gives	 the	 film	 a	 very	 real	 feeling,	 as	 you	 can	
see	 the	 detail	 and	 ;ny	 indents	 in	 every	
character	 and	 every	 prop	 -	 something	 that	
would	be	impossible	to	achieve	with	CGI.	The	
film	 oozes	 colour	 in	 every	 single	 frame,	
pufng	you	into	a	state	of	awe	with	its	beauty.	
And	those	frames	with	a	more	subdued	colour	
pallet	 stand	 out	 due	 to	 being	 so	 sparse	 and	
set	the	tone	for	the	scene.		

	The	characters	move	 in	a	strange,	yet	
en;cing	way	that	feels	unnatural,	but	is	never	
off-pufng	 at	 all.	 In	 the	 end	 it	 all	 comes	
together	for	a	stunningly	beau;ful	film	that	is	
a	delight	to	your	eyes.	

	 The	 film	 also	 features	 great	 side	
characters,	 like	 ScarleX	 Johansson's	
“Nutmeg”,	 a	 show	 dog	 with	 a	 less	 than	
pleasant	reputa;on.	She	doesn’t	have	a	huge	
role	 in	 the	film	but	her	 slow	burn	bond	with	
Chief	is	intriguing	to	see	grow.	The	characters	
of	Jupiter	and	Oracle	are	pseudo-psychics	and	

Of	 all	 the	 films	 gesng	 aVenOon	 this	 year,	 there’s	 one	 that	
seemingly	slipped	under	the	radar,	despite	its	impressive	cast	and	
world	 renowned	 director.	 Wes	 Anderson’s	 Isle	 of	 Dogs	 seemed	
desOned	 for	 “cult	 classic”	 status	 once	 it	 was	 revealed.	 An	
impressive	 cast,	 but	 a	weird	 premise,	with	 stylised	 visuals	 and	 a	
strange	 yet	 compelling	 story	 meant	 that	 many	 people	 were	
interested,	 but	 not	 to	 the	 level	 of	 spending	money	 on	 it.	 This	 is	
clear	in	the	films	preVy	dismal	earnings	of	$64million,	compared	to	
its	rumoured	$45million	budget.	Yet	those	who	saw	the	film	gave	it	
rave	reviews,	with	a	MetacriOc	score	of	8.1	and	an	iMDB	raOng	of	
7.9.	So	was	the	film	deserving	of	these	reviews,	or	did	the	smaller	
audience	help	it?		

							By	James	Wright	
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the	fortune	tellers	of	the	island,	being	a	place	
to	 go	 to	 for	 help	 for	 our	 characters	 on	 their	
search	for	Spots.		

	The	rest	of	cast	also	perform	their	roles	
very	well.	 Jeff	Goldblum	 is	his	usual	 eccentric	
and	 funny	 self	 and	 Bill	 Murray	 is	 exactly	 as	
you’d	expect.	However	the	film	isn’t	perfect.	It	
suffers	 from	 massive	 pacing	 issues	 in	 the	
second	and	 third	act,	 seeming	 incredibly	 slow	
for	 the	 largest	por;on	of	 the	 second	act,	 and	
ramping	up	massively	for	majority	of	the	third	
act.	 If	 the	 film	 had	 had	 faster	 moments	 and	
cool	 downs	 before	 reaching	 a	 climax,	 that	
would	 have	 worked,	 but	 the	 film	 has	 a	 huge	
peak	at	the	end	that	it	doesn't	really	feel	built	
for.	The	majority	of	 the	human	characters	are	
also	a	 liXle	disinteres;ng	and	some	even	veer	
towards	annoying.	

	 So,	 overall	 the	 film	 is	 fantas;c.	 Its	
shortcomings	 are	 massively	 dwarfed	 by	 the	
rest	and	the	film	is	definitely	worth	your	;me.		
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PoliOcs	for	Students	–	A	PoliOcal	Quiz			

QUESTIONS:	
1.) 	In	society,	who	should	pay	the	
most	tax?	
a.) 	The	rich/people	who	earn	the	
most	money.	
b.) 	The	poorest	members	of	society/
people	who	don’t	have	as	much	
disposable	income.	
c.) 	Everyone	should	pay	the	same	
amount	of	tax	regardless	of	income.	
2.) 	Should	there	be	more	or	less	
privaOsaOon	of	the	NHS?	
a.) 	There	should	be	more	
na;onalisa;on	(less	priva;sed).	
b.) 	There	should	be	more	
priva;sa;on.		
c.) 	There	should	be	an	equal	
amount	of	private	and	na;onal	NHS	
services.	
3.) 	Should	the	UK	abolish	university	
tuiOon	fees?	
a.) 	Yes,	there	shouldn’t	be	a	price	
for	educa;on	
b.) 	No,	the	most	passionate	will	pay	
for	further	educa;on	
c.) 	They	should	be	propor;onal	to	
the	degree	that	you	are	doing	

For	many	people	our	age,	there	is	a	lot	of	pressure	when	choosing	a	poliOcal	party	to	
affiliate	with.	There	are	lots	of	negaOve	and	posiOve	lights	shone	on	major	UK	poliOcal	
parOes,	such	as	ConservaOves	and	Labour.	However,	most	don’t	even	know	who	and	
what	each	party	stands	for.	The	following	is	a	9-quesOon	mulOple	choice	quiz,	with	no	
wrong	answers,	and	will	help	you	make	your	decision	based	on	your	own	opinions.		

By	Tony	
Fitzmaurice		
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4.) 	Should	the	government	increase	
spending	on	public	transportaOon?	
a.) 	Yes,	and	help	reduce	fees	
b.) 	No,	enough	money	goes	toward	transport	
already	
c.) 	Yes,	only	if	the	money	is	used	to	ensure	
they	are	environmentally	efficient		
5.) 	Should	the	UK	reduce	the	number	of	
immigrants	we	accept?	
a.) 	Immigrants	should	be	accepted	into	the	
country	if	they	have	a	skill.	
b.) 	Reduce	the	amount	of	immigrants	and	
give	more	opportuni;es	and	funding	to	UK	
ci;zens	
c.) 	Depending	on	the	;me,	more	if	there	is	
the	opportunity	or	less	if	we	have	too	many	



6.) 	Should	the	government	raise	the	
naOonal	minimum	wage?	
a.) 	Yes,	allow	people	with	low	income	jobs	
to	be	able	to	live	more	comfortably	
b.) 	No,	businesses	should	be	able	to	
decide	on	their	own	wages	rather	than	
government	interference.	
c.) 	Only	for	large	business	and	increase	
welfare	pay-outs	to	those	on	minimum	wage	

7.) 	Should	the	government	increase	
funding	for	mental	health	research	and	
treatment?	
a.) 	Yes,	increase	budgets	for	all	health	care	
equally,	by	the	amount	of	demand	
b.) 		No,	at	the	moment	we	should	focus	on	
physical	health	we	don’t	have	enough	money	
in	a	na;onal	health	service	
c.) 	Yes,	but	only	for	those	soldiers	who	
served	for	the	na;on.	
8.) 	Should	prisoners	have	the	right	to	
vote?	
a.) 	Yes,	but	only	once	they	have	completed	
their	sentence	and	then	have	completed	basic	
tests	to	ensure	they	are	mentally	stable	
b.) 		Some,	depending	of	the	severity	of	
their	crime.	
c.) 	No,	convicted	felons	are	no	longer	
func;oning	members	of	society		
9.) 	Should	the	UK	renew	its	Trident	
nuclear	weapons	programme?	
a.) 	Yes,	but	spend	more	money	on	public	
services.	
b.) 	Yes,	we	need	to	show	our	country	as	a	
strong	na;on	
c.) 	No,	spend	money	on	other	areas	and	
protect	the	environment	
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Results:	

Mostly	A’s	=	Labour	party	
Mostly	B’s	=	ConservaOve	party	
Mostly	C’s	=	Liberal	democrats		

Variety	of	answers	=	Try	and	do	some	wider	
research	on	par;es	such	as	the	green	party,	UKIP	
and	look	at	individual	members	of	Labour,	
Conserva;ves	and	the	Liberal	democrats.		

When	it	comes	to	vo;ng,	you	as	an	individual	have	
an	impact	on	our	countries	government,	whether	
that’s	deciding	on	issues	such	as	Brexit	or	deciding	
who	should	run	the	government.	This	means	that	
you	should	vote	for	someone	who	you	believe	most	
accurately	portrays	the	topics	and	issues	you	want	
to	be	faced	in	our	country.	You	should	never	vote	for	
a	party	because	somebody	tells	you	to,	but	because	
of	your	belief	that	that	party	will	fulfil	your	needs	
and	is	best	for	the	country.	
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