
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A DISCOVERY LIST? 

Here you will find recommendations from the Social Sciences department here at Rainford 

Sixth Form which will help you explore this academic discipline at a deeper level and learn the 

practicalities of carrying out research and the ethical considerations of methods in context, 

together with sociological studies.  

PLACES TO VISIT 

Liverpool Maritime Museum  Located in Liverpool. Learn about rooted 
inequaities in society and how this has 
changed over time. Consider if we have 
moved on.  

Royal Courts of Justice Court of Appeal and High Court.  Both civil 
and criminal law can be observed from the 
public galleries for the Crime unit.  

Karl Marx walking tour Located in London. Visit the places in and 
around Soho where Marx lived and worked, 
and hear the extraordinary tale of this man 
who would change the world. Includes a full 
biography of Karl Marx and his family from 
his early years, his studies, his revolutionary 
journalism, his hopes, dreams, ailments and 
tragedies, as well as reviewing his political 
and intellectual influence.  

St Helens Magistrates Court Local Magistrates Court dealing with 
summary offences, such as common 
assault. 
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INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE/PERSONS OF INTEREST: 

Emile Durkheim A Key functionalist and positivist. He formally 
established the academic discipline and with 
Karl Marx and Max Weber is commonly cited 
as the principal architect of modern social 
science and father of sociology.  

Karl Marx Marx's theories about society, economics 
and politics the collective understanding of 
which is known as Marxism hold that human 
societies progress through class struggle: a 
conflict between an ownership class that 
controls production and a dispossessed 
labouring class that provides the labour for 
production. States, Marx believed, were run 
on behalf of the ruling class and in their 
interest while representing it as the common 
interest of all.   

Max Weber German sociologist, philosopher, jurist, and 
political economist whose ideas profoundly 
influenced social theory and social 
research. Weber is often cited, with Émile 
Durkheim and Karl Marx, as among the 
three founders of sociology. Weber was a 
key proponent of methodological 
antipositivism, arguing for the study of 
social action through interpretive (rather 
than purely empiricist) means, based on 
understanding the purpose and meaning 
that individuals attach to their own actions. 
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USEFUL WEBSITES 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype
=uid 
Username:rainfordhtc 
Password: college 
  

 

The Sixth Form has invested in a 
collection of databases that will 
assist KS5 students in the research 
based Extended Project 
Qualification, as well as A level 
study in general.  Please have a 
look at them and see how you can 
utilise them within your lessons to 
encourage independent research 
and progression in your subject 
area. 
There are three databases: 
- Points of view (perfect for 
opinion/discussion focused 
subjects) 
-- Student Research Center (useful 
for almost any subject) 

 
http://www.topuniversities.com/courses/sociology/guide 
 
http://www.whatuni.com/advice/subject-
guides/sociology-degree-guide/49201/ 
 

Some university advice provided on 
studying a Sociology degree.  

http://sociology.mrdonn.org/games.html 
 

Inter active games to check your 
knowledge of Sociology. 

www.aqa.org.uk Past papers and marking schemes. 

https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/useful-a-
level-sociology-revision-websites-6243510 
 

Provides links to free online revision 
tools.  

www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk HM Prison Service 

http://www.howardleague.org/ 
 

Charitable organisations that looks 
to reform prisons and sentencing of 
defendants. 

http://www.resourcd.com/@sociologyexchange/file/index 
 

Useful for staff and students to 
access resources 
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AREAS WHICH YOU MAY WANT TO RESEARCH TO DEVELOP YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE/INTEREST IN CURRENT EVENTS 

 The impact of police powers 

 The impact of social media and internet use on the sustainability of an unbiased jury; 

 The removal of indeterminate sentences in criminal law 

 Same sex marriages 

 Changes to police powers in relation to stop and search and racial tensions. 

 Educational policy – how this has altered over time 

 Changes in the structure of the family  

T V PROGRAMMES AND FILMS  

Question Time BBC current affairs programme, 
politicians and open questions 
from audience on topics of the 
day. 

Panorama  BBC documentary programme.  
Often focussing on sociological 
issues so look out for them. 

Channel 4 Dispatches As above. 

BBC news  Current affairs  

Benefits Britain  Channel 5 series on the reality of 
life on benefits in Britain.  

Saints and scroungers  BB1 show on those who 
manipulate the benefits system in 
the UK and those who deserve 
them.  

The Family  Documents the universal theme of 
family life in a reality TV show.  

Tribe  Depicts the different 
methodological ways to study 
society and the ethics of this.  

Castaway  Film showing how socialisation 
can affect an isolated man 

The Island – Bear Grylls Channel 4 programme highlighting 
the Survival instincts in people  

The Purge  A film that tells the story of how 
society can cope with no rules.  

The Hunger Games  A film highlighting the inequalities 
in society.  



The Butler  

The Help 

Films depicting the racial 
inequalities in America  

NEWSPAPERS 

Reading newspapers is considered to be very useful in term of university 
applications and being in touch with current affairs.  

 

AND FINALLY BOOKS FOR FUN 

Book Information 

The Help The book is about a young white woman, Eugenia 
"Skeeter" Phelan, and her relationship with two black 
maids, Aibileen Clark and Minny Jackson, during the Civil 
Rights era in 1963 Jackson, Mississippi. Skeeter is a 
journalist who decides to write a book from the point of view 
of the maids (referred to as "the help"), exposing the racism 
they are faced with as they work for white families. 

Noughts and Crosses  In a hostile alternative society, the pale-skinned noughts 
are treated as inferiors by the ruling dark-skinned Crosses. 
Callum’s a nought. Sephy’s a Cross. In their world, they 
simply don’t fit – it’s as clear as black and white. But their 
childhood friendship has grown into intense, burning love. 
They have to find a way to be together. Then Sephy’s 
kidnapped, and Callum’s faced with a choice– his love for 
Sephy or his loyalty to his brother. Once that choice is 
made, there can be no looking back.  

In Cold Blood by 
Truman Capote 

The chilling true crime ‘non-fiction novel’ that made 
Truman Capote’s name.  In “Cold Blood” it is a seminal 
work of modern prose, a remarkable synthesis of 
journalistic skill and powerfully evocative narrative 
published in “Penguin Modern Classics”.  Controversial 
and compelling, “In Cold Blood” reconstructs the murder in 
1959 of a Kansas farmer, his wife and both of their children.  
Truman Capote’s comprehensive study of the killings and 
subsequent investigation explores the circumstances 
surrounding this terrible crime and the effect it had on those 
involved. 
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