
 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A DISCOVERY LIST? 

Here you will find recommendations from the Law department here at Rainford Sixth Form 

which will help you explore this academic discipline at a deeper level and learn the 

practicalities of a career in the legal profession and the workings of the English Legal 

System. 

PLACES TO VISIT 

Parliament (House of Commons and House 
of Lords 

Observe the legislative process in action. 

Old Baily (Central Criminal Court) Located in London.  Observe the 
administration of justice from the public 
galleries of the Old Bailey where defendants 
have been found guilty of the most heinous 
types of crimes. 

Royal Courts of Justice Court of Appeal and High Court.  Both civil 
and criminal law can be observed from the 
public galleries. 

Supreme Court Located in London, opposite the Houses of 
Parliament.  Replaced the House of Lords in 
its judicial capacity in 2009.  Observe the 
supreme court justices deliberations on 
points of law of general public importance. 

Liverpool Queen Elizabeth II Local Crown Court dealing with indictable 
offences such as murder, manslaughter, 
burglary, robbery and rape. 

Manchester Crown Court As above. 

Warrington Magistrates Court Local Magistrates Court dealing with 
summary offences, such as common assault. 

Liverpool Magistrates Court Duke Street Liverpool.  As above. 

 

INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE/PERSONS OF INTEREST: 

Brenda Hale, Baroness Hale of Richmond First woman and youngest ever academic 
person to be appointed to the Law 
Commission, overseeing a number of 
important reforms in family law during her 
nine years with the Commission.  Appointed 
first female Lord of Appeal in Ordinary and 
was created a life peer as Baroness Hale of 
Richmond, of Easby in the County of 
Yorkshire under the Appellate Jurisdiction 



Act 1876.  Now the only female Justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

Lord Denning 23 January 1899 – March 
1999 

Noted for his bold judgments as Master of 
the Rolls. 

Penny Derbyshire Lecturer at Kingston University  and an 
expert in the English Legal System and 
criminal justice, especially judges, 
magistrates, magistrates clerks, juries, and 
plea bargaining. 

Jacqueline Martin Author of AS and A2 textbooks, Barrister at 
Laws, Examiner and Higher Education 
Lecturer. 

 

USEFUL WEBSITES 

 

www.sixformlaw.info Comprehensive subject specific lecture and 
revision notes. 

www.e-lawresources.co.uk As above with inter active games to check 
your knowledge of cases. 

www.aqa.org.uk Past paper and marking schemes. 

LawDictionaries.com Provides links to free online law dictionaries 
and other useful tools for law students and 
practitioners. 

www.bailli.org.uk An excellent case laws database/website for 
Supreme Court decisions. 

www.legislation.gov.uk A full text of Acts of Parliament and Statutory 
Instruments. 

www.thetimesonline.co.uk A law section is published each weekly and 
there is access to very recent judgments and 
articles.  Unfortunately, this is subscription 
based. 

www.supremecourt.gov.uk Supreme Court Listings and Judgments.  
Watch live sessions of the court in action. 

www.cps.gov.uk Crown Prosecution Service 

www.ccrc.gov.uk Criminal Case Review Commission 

www.cjsonline.org/index.htm Criminal Justice System Online 

www.homeoffice.gov.uk The Home Office – papers can be accessed 
on new policies which may become law. 

www.lawcareers.net/ Career information. 

www.lawgazette.co.uk/home.law Latest news impacting on the legal 
profession together with law reports. 

www.lawcom.gov.uk/ The Law Commission – reforming the law 
and codification. 

www.lawsociety.org.uk/home.law The Law Society – find a solicitor. 

www.sra/org.uk Regulatory Body for Solicitors in England 
and Wales. 

www.barcouncil/org.uk Regulatory Body for Barristers in England 
and Wales. 

www.magistrates-association.org.uk The Magistracy  

www.oldbailyonline.org/ The Central Criminal Court. 

www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk HM Prison Service 
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www.privy-council.org.uk 
 

Privy Council – Appellant Court for the 
Commonwealth. 

http://www.howardleague.org/ 
 

Charitable organisations that looks to reform 
prisons and sentencing of defendants. 

 

AREAS WHICH YOU MAY WANT TO RESEARCH TO DEVELOP YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE/INTEREST IN CURRENT EVENTS 

 The Hillsborough Inquest; 

 The Islamic State and the Impact of Terrorism and Police Powers; 

 The impact of social media and internet use on the sustainability of an unbiased jury; 

 Membership of the EU and the impact on domestic law and sovereignty; 

 The removal of indetertiminate sentences in criminal law; 

 Same sex marriages; 

 Changes to police powers in relation to stop and search and racial tensions. 

OFF-SYLLABUS (BACKGROUND) READING: 

THE RULE OF LAW  by Tom Bingham 

Whatever did inquiring legal minds read before Lord Bingham published The Rule of 
Law? This slim volume has rapidly become the book Guardian-reading lawyers are 
most likely to recommend to anyone interested in the profession. As Joshua 
Rozenberg put it: "Bingham's definition of that much-used term is now entirely 
authoritative and will probably remain so for the next 120 years or more. In summary, 
it is 'that all persons and authorities within the state, whether public or private, should 
be bound by and entitled to the benefit of laws publicly made, taking effect 
(generally) in the future and publicly administered in the courts.' 

LETTERS TO A LAW STUDENT by Nicholas McBride 

"Dear Sam, I hope you don't mind me writing to you in this way..." The only book to 
receive as many nominations as Bingham's was Letters to a Law Student, by All 
Souls fellow and director of studies at Pembroke College, Cambridge. Solicitous, 
authoritative and hardly discounted even by Amazon, it knows its audience - those 
who already have a place to read law are advised to skip the first chapters. 

GLANVILLE WILLIAMS: LEARNING THE LAW (ATH Smith) 

Welsh legal scholar Williams died in 1997, but Learning the Law lives on - though 
much of the rest of his prolific output is out of print. His support for legalising abortion 
and euthanasia, as well as his role in decriminalising suicide in 1961, earned his 
reputation as a reformer. But not everyone is a fan. "I read it once and I've never 
touched it again," wrote Stephen Clark (LLB Exeter and about to start his BPTC). 
"This is supposedly the standard introductory text, but I couldn't encourage students 
enough to stay away from it. It really won't help when it comes to knowing the law, it 
won't help when it comes to understanding the law and it won't impart you with the 
skills necessary to do well on the LLB." 

http://www.privy-council.org.uk/
http://www.howardleague.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/law/2011/sep/07/rule-of-law-tom-bingham


WHAT ABOUT LAW?  by Catherine Barnard et al 

Recommended by - among others - Southampton University lecturer Mark Telford, 
What About Law? describes the various fields of law in engaging detail, though is 
less forthcoming with practical advice. Opens with the legal implications of the wild 
party 17-year-old Laura throws while her parents are away for the weekend. 

EVE WAS FRAMED by Helena Kennedy 

Baroness Kennedy, as listeners to her current Radio 4 series will know, is as much 
concerned with justice as the law. Much of this lively and highly readable book is 
devoted to exploring the myriad ways in which the legal system has let down women 
- as lawyers, victims and defendants - though there is also plenty of optimism, 
particularly about the ability of women to rise to the top of the legal establishment. 
Kennedy's Just Law was also nominated. 

BLEAK HOUSE by Charles Dickens 

Somewhere in the new Rolls Building, a modern Jarndyce v Jarndyce is doubtless 
lumbering - or perhaps the Technology and Construction Court is hosting a 
particularly lengthy dispute involving tree roots. Dickens was a court reporter for four 
years and undoubtedly drew on his experiences, particularly at the Old Bailey, for his 
fiction - this coining trial may have inspired part of Great Expectations. 

HOW LAW WORKS by Gary Slapper 

Students have said – ‘Absolutely brilliant.  Have just read it now, going into my final 
year, and really wish I had come across it before I began studying’. 

Cardiff and UCL academic Richard Moorhead: The End of Lawyers by Richard 
Susskind 

UK Human Rights Blog editor and 1COR barrister Adam Wagner: Geoffrey 
Robertson's The Justice Game 

Carrie Alcott: How Law Works by Gary Slapper ("Absolutely brilliant. Have just 
read it now, going in to my final year, and really wish I'd come across it before I 
began studying") 

Lila Lamrabert: The Law Machine by Clare Dyer and Marcel Berlins 

Michael Zymler and Jennie Evans: How To Win Every Argument: The Use and 
Abuse of Logic by Madsen Pirie 

Jason Miller and Emma Morris: The Case of the Speluncean Explorers by Lon 
Fuller (Miller: "Jurisprudence isn't everyone's cup of tea but it shows a variety of 
legal and moral viewpoints.") 

Stacey Roden: Learning Legal Rules by James Holland 



Paul O'Grady: A Short History of Western Legal Theory by John Kelly 

Marika Giles Samson: The Best Defense by Paul Dershowitz 

Jack Gilbert: The Colour of Law by Mark Giminez ("on a purely motivational 
basis") 

UCAS APPLICATION RELATED ARTICLES 

Are you cut out 
to be a lawyer? 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/aug/10/cut-out-
law-degree-dilemmas 

Is studying law 
boring? 

http://www.theguardian.com/law2012/aug/06/studying-
law-boring-gary-slapper 

You don’t have 
to have a one 
track mind to 
study law 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/may/29/joint-
honours-law-degrees 

What’s the best 
route into law? 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2014/aug/28/law-
degree-best-route-law 

Legal 
Apprenticeships 

http://www.cilex.org.uk/study/apprenticeships.aspx 

JOURNALS 

The Lawyer UK Professional Magazine 

New England Law Review The New England Law Review is 
a student-run organisation, 
which publishes a journal of 
legal scholarship by professional 
and student authors.  The law 
review publishes four issues per 
year and also sponsors a day-
long symposium focussing on a 
current legal topic. 

http://www.thelawjournal.co.uk 

 

UK Law Magazine 

http://www.newlawjournal.co.uk/nil/ 

category/topic/cases/law-reports 

New Law Journal 

www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product/
9781471803567.aspx 

A-level law review subscription 
based. 

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?aut
htype=uid 

The Sixth Form has invested in a 
collection of databases that will 
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assist KS5 students in the research 
based Extended Project Qualification, 
as well as A level study in 
general.  Please have a look at them 
and see how you can utilise them 
within your lessons to encourage 
independent research and 
progression in your subject area. 
There are three databases: 
- Points of view (perfect for 
opinion/discussion focused subjects) 
-- Student Research Center (useful for 
almost any subject) 

 

T V PROGRAMMES 

Question Time BBC current affairs programme, 
politicians and open questions from 
audience on topics of the day. 

Panorama  BBC documentary programme.  
Often focussing on legal issues so 
look out for them. 

Channel 4 Dispatches As above. 

Silk A six-part box set available on Sky 
focusses on life at the Bar, the 
dilemmas and problems that 
modern day barristers have to face, 
and what it means to become a 
silk. 

Judge John Deed ALIBI and ITV3 – maverick judge 
series that deals with both criminal 
and civil law situations. 

Criminal Justice 1 5 part series on the BBC also 
available on DVD 

Criminal Justice 2 As above. 

In the Name of the Father Depicts the “Guildford Four” 
miscarriage of justice. 

12 Angry Men Looks at the secrecy of the jury 
room and deliberations of the jury 
in a murder trial. 

Provoked A film that tells the story of R v 
Aluwhalia, and looks at the 
defence of ‘Battered Wife 



Syndrome”. 

Shawshanks Redemption A US film, two imprisoned men 
bond over a number of years, 
finding solace and eventual 
redemption through acts of 
common decency. 

Double Jeopardy A US film.  A woman convicted of 
her husband’s murder finds out that 
he is still alive and sets out to really 
kill him on the basis that you 
cannot be tried twice for the same 
crime.  (In this country DJ has been 
abolished in the sense that if new 
compelling evidence emerges, you 
CAN be tried twice). 

Erin Brockovich The film is a dramatization of the true 
story of Erin Brokovich who was not 
legally trained as a lawyer but who fought 
successfully against the energy 
corporation Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company. The film was a box office 
success, and critical reaction was 
positive. 

V for Vendetta  V for Vendetta has been seen by many 
political groups as an allegory of 
oppression by government; whilst 
libertarians and anarchists have used it 
to promote their beliefs. David Lloyd 
stated: "The Guy Fawkes has now 
become a common brand and a 
convenient placard to use in protest 
against tyranny – and I'm happy with 
people using it, it seems quite unique, an 
icon of popular culture being used this 
way. 

Let Him Have It Let Him Have It is a 1991 British Film, 
which was based on the true story of the 
case against Derek Bentley, who was 
hanged for murder under controversial 
circumstances on 28 January 
1953. While Bentley did not directly play 
a role in the murder of PC Sidney Miles, 
he received the greater punishment than 
the gunman (who was 16 

To Kill a Mocking Bird Film starring Gregory Peck as a small 
town lawyer defending a black man.  
Book by Harper Lee.  It depicts a town in 



the 1930’s and how two children Scout 
and Jem through their father's work as a 
lawyer, begin to learn of the racism and 
evil in their town, aggravated by poverty; 
they mature quickly as they are exposed 
to it. 

Youtube There are lots of short documentary’s on 
criminal offences, which you can watch 
set in the USA and the UK.   

NEWSPAPERS 

Reading newspapers is considered to be more important than reading 
law texts to admission tutors.  “We want to know what turned you on to 
law, whether it’s constitutional issues in Egypt or civil marriage” said 
Griffiths, adding that students should demonstrate “knowledge of world 
events and the applicability of the law” 
http://www.theguardian.com/2013/jul/writing-a-personal-statement-for-
law 

You should get into the habit of reading a quality newspaper such as the 
Independent, The Guardian or The Times.  Although the Times is 
subscription based, the law pages which include a dedicated ‘student 
law’ section is invaluable. 

AND FINALLY BOOKS FOR FUN 

TRUE CRIME  

Talking with Serial 
Killers by Christopher 
Barry-Dee 

An investigating criminologist, Christopher 
Berry-Dee is a man who talks to serial killers. 
Their pursuit of horror and violence is 
described in their own words, transcribed from 
audio and videotape interviews conducted 
deep inside some of the toughest prisons in 
the world. 

Naming jack the Ripper 
by Russell Edwards 

Details in ground breaking forensic evidence 
leading to the naming of Jack the Ripper. 

In Cold Blood by 
Truman Capote 

The chilling true crime ‘non-fiction novel’ that 
made Truman Capote’s name.  In “Cold 
Blood” it is a seminal work of modern prose, a 
remarkable synthesis of journalistic skill and 
powerfully evocative narrative published in 
“Penguin Modern Classics”.  Controversial and 
compelling, “In Cold Blood” reconstructs the 
murder in 1959 of a Kansas farmer, his wife 

http://www.theguardian.com/2013/jul/writing-a-personal-statement-for-law
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and both of their children.  Truman Capote’s 
comprehensive study of the killings and 
subsequent investigation explores the 
circumstances surrounding this terrible crime 
and the effect it had on those involved. 

CRIME FICTION  

Unfortunately all American Authors but a 
fantastic read for lovers of crime fiction at its 
grittiest! 

Greg Iles 

Karen Rose 

Tess Gerritsen 

John Grisham 

Kathy Reichs 

James Patterson 

 

 


